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FOREWORD 

The 1953 General Assembly passed a number. of public acts of 
general interest to Tennessee cities. Several of these, particularly 
Public Chapter No. 1, providing for a 1¢ share of the State gasoline 
tax for municipal streets, sponsored by the T€ n.nessee Municipal 
League, are of great importance to the cities of this State. 

~he Municipal Technical Advisory Service has again this 
year, as it did in 1951, reviewed all general legislation passed 
during the last session and has prepared this summary for city 
officials o An effort has been made t o use, so far as practicable, 
the same system of indexing i n the Subject Index which follows, as 
is used in the 1950 Supplement to the Code of Tennessee. 

Certain cities may wish to make preliminary plans or take 
action now under the provisions of the new legislation. However, 
they should not attempt to carry out any provisions of the new 
legislation without having a complete copy of the act to use as 
a guide. Copies of these acts may be requested from the Secretary 
of State, Nashville, Tennessee. MTAS, upon request, will be glad 
to assist city officials in the application of the new laws. 

Victor C. Hobday, 
Executive Director 
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PUBLI G CHAPTER NO 1 

1¢ of Gasoline Tax for Ci~y_,Stree t s . Appropriates a 1¢ share of 
the State gasoline tax and motor vehicle fuel. tax to municipalities 
f or use on. local streets ,. Dis t ribut ion is on .a per capi t a basis 
and will be made mont hly . I l:e yield to a city has bee n estimated 
as $5 . 20 per capi t a per ct~num . The uct becomes effec t ive July 1 
1953, and not or; ly covers exis t i ng ci t ies, but also provides for 
including terri t ory an.r.:.exed t o cit ies and for newly i ncorporated 
cities. To become eligible for its share a ci t y mus t certify its 
population to the Tennessee Sb:ite Planning Commission . ( In its 
current publ ica t ior:. nHow You C.an Use I t 11 

3 ser:.t to all cities j the 
Municipal Tech~ical Advisory Service present s a series of questions 
and answers on the adminis tration of t his Act . I n addition, the 
State Planni ng Commission has sent e a ch city i nstruc t ions on how 
to certify its popula t ion ? or the purposes of t his Ac t ) . 

PUBLIC CH.A PTER NO. 14 

Tax on theat ers . Repeals authority of municipalities granted by a 
1949 act to repl ~i ce by a local t ax any reduction that might be made 
i n the 20% .Federal t ax on theat ers ,, . Due to the financial condition 
of the theater h ;dust r y at presen.t 9 resulting i n the recent closing 
of numerous tr ermessee the& l'. ers, the Tennessee Municipal League ap­
proved this repealer .. Despite the passage of this bill, municipalities 
will continue to have the authority t o levy a 2% tax on motion pic-
ture receipts ,, 

PUBLI G CHAPTER NO. 32 

Maximum length ~nd weight of buses " Sets maximum length of buses 
or. the highways o:f the State at 40 feet 9 and maximum gross weight 
at 42,000 pounds . Affects municipalities only if a local bus line 
operated or contemplated operating buses exceeding these limits . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO . 35 

Appro priation for i' ree textbooks . Appro'priates $5 ~000,000, payable 
from issuance of Sta te bonds ~ f or f ree textbooks for the school 
years 1953-54 -and 1954- 55J for grades one t hrough twelve for the 
public schools of ull counties~ cities and special school districts, 
both equalizing an.ct noD-equc1lizi r.:g " The State Commissioner of 



. . . 2 

Education shall furnish t o ail public school systems a list of the 
subjec t s by grades f or which textbooks sha ll be purchased; t he 
actual purchasing is le ft t o the local school bo&rds . (See also 
Public Chapter No. 55y which pr ovides f ree t extbooks f or certain 
non-equalizing school dis t ricts ) . 

PUBLIC CHA PTER NO . 39 

Justice of the Peace jur isdic t ion i tl civil cases increa.sed . I n ­
creases jurisdiction of J ustices of t he Pe ~ce ( and of City Recorders 
too, where ~heir chart ers give t hem J P power s ) i n civil cases as 
follows . 

On notes : 

On unsettled accounts : 

On contract or tortJ 
except libel and slander : 

For me r msximum 

$1 000 

500 

500 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO . 4 2 

New maximum 

$2000 

1500 

2500 

Junk dealers to assist .in identif_ling propert y. Requires junk 
dealers to give officers or other persons i nquiring of them i n­
formation to enable the seller of the junk to be identified . 

PUBLIC (')HAPTEH NO . 48 

Cities may waive_,right~J,ri. school bond :1.ssues,, Permits a city 
opera.ting schools, by ordir.1.ar:.ce to waive rights t o a share of a 
county bond issue f or the construction , mainteuance or equipping 
of school buildings, which bond issues are ordinarily divided be ­
tween county and city school systems on the basis of average 
scholastic populatior, .. 

PUBLI C CHAP1:ER NO. 50 

Cities i ncorpora ted be f ore Julx 1 ,, 19,23 may share in sales tax 
distribution. Ame nds t he Sa les Tax Law to allow any city in­
corporated before July l J 1953 to share i D the distribution of 



the sales tax, regardles.s of population . The 1949 law prohibited 
sharing the tax with cities i ncorporating t hereaft er if they had a 
population of less than 1000 . The effec t ive date of this restric­
tion was postponed by legislat ion both i n 1949 and 19~1 3 and this 
act again postpones the effecti.ve date to July 1., 1953. 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 55 

3 

Free textbooks for certain school districts . This ac t replac~s ip 
part, Chapter 132, Public Acts of 1951.s which was declared Ur.r.Gonstitu­
tional by the Supreme Court. I nsofar as the balance of the original 
appropriation allows 3 there is appropriated $2 . 50 per pupil in average 
daily attendance for each of t he school years 1950-51 and 1951-52* in 
grades one through twelve 3 f:or the following non-equalizing counties, 
cities and special school districts, less such sums as may have been 
paid these school districts under the provisions of Part (7 ) of Sec­
tion 13~ Chapter 9 , Public Acts of 1949: 

Counties 

Shelby 
Davidson 
Knox 
Hamilton 
Polk 

Cities 

Memphis 
Nashville 
Knoxville 
Chattanooga 

Special School Districts 

Le b::: .. n on 
Watert ow !l. 
F'ranklj_n 
Dayton 
Richa:rd City 

*NOTE: Chapter 35, above ~ refers to the school years 1953- 54 and 
1954-55, 

PUBLI0 CHAPTER NO. 56 

$14 , 000 , 000 State bonds for rural roads . Authorizes the State to issue 
up to $14.,000,000 o:f' bonds for use exclusively on the State Rural Road 
System., 

PUBLIC CHAPTER. NO. 57 

$10,000 ., 000 State bonds .for hi_s;hways. Authorizes the State to issue 
up to $10,000,000 of bo t~s for use exclusively in the co~struction of 
highways which are i::tpurt. o.f.' the State Highway System, and/or for 
mat'ching available Federal .funds. 
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PUBLI C CHAPTER NO o 58 

.. City may t ransfer local b,!;J.S regulat ion. t o a municipal t r ansit 
authority or to St a t e ut ili t ies co'!lmis~ion .. , Allows a cit y govern-
ing body J by amendment of the city char t er.-, to t r s..nsfer i t s supervision 
and regulat ion 1 jur isdic t i o~ and cont r ol ove r loca l bus a nd street 
railway compatiies t o ei t he r & municipal regulator y agency cre ated f or 
such purpose or t o t he Sta t e Railroad and Public Ut ilities Commission o 

PUBLI C CHAPTER NO, 70 

Genera l Educ ation Appropriat ion Act . Appropria tes f unds for the 
operation of the public schools of the State s i nc luding the University 
of TennesseeJ t he various St.&t e co l leges and spec i a l i nstitut ions and 
programs; incre ases t he annual appropriat ion f or t he Mu~icipa l Tech­
nical Advisory Serv ice f r om t he Sta te's Gene r a l Fund f rom $35 , 000 
to $40,000; requires al l Boar ds of Educ at ion in c i t ies, count ies and 
special school dis tric t s to hire a l l public s chool te achers, princi­
pals, and other school pers onnel on or be f or e May f' irs t preceding the 
scholastic year fo r which such perso~nel sh&l l be employed o 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO,. 76 

17% tax on wholesale sale of beer o Repeals Chapter 37 of the Public 
Acts of 1951, which permitted counties and cities to levy a 1 retail 
tax of up to 10% on beer j and i n. i t s pla ce levies a 17% t ax on the 
wholesale sale of beer o This act takes effect on July 1 , 1953, 
(Public Chapter No . 76 does not r epeal or i n any other way affect 
Sections 1191 . 1 through 1191 , 19 of the 1950 Suppleme nt to the Code 
of Tennessee, which levy a State tax on wholesalers of $3 . 40 per 
31-gallon barr el of beer, which tax is shared with the cities to 
the extent of about 23 cents per capita per year ). 

The act. requires every wholesa.ler 9 on or before the 20th of each 
month, based on his wholesale sales i n t he preceding calendar month, 
to remit a ne t tax to each af fec t ed city and county (for portions out ­
side cities). The net tnx is t he amount of tax left af t er deductions 
of 3% of the gross tax t o defray the expenses of the wholesaler, and 
1/2% of the gross tux for expe nses of the Sta te Department of F:i,nance 
and Taxation i n administering this acto 

The net tax collected on s a les made to a reta iler will be paid 
to the county or municipali t y in which t he retailer's place of business 
is located; the net t ax on all other s ales made at the wholesaler'B . 



plac e of business wil l be pa id to t he county or ci t y i n wh ich t he 
wholesaler's place of busines s is l ocat ed. 

A city or count y Ray l evy a sma l l e r t ax or no tax unde r the 
prov is ions of this 9.ct .,., or ma.y even lev;y a t ax or, a un i t bas is so 
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long as it does not exceed 17% or the who les&le pr ice . In the case 
where a city or coun t y doe~~ no t levy ;:_. t:J.x .. , the wholes a ler is s t ill 
requi r ed to collec t i t, and t he t ax s o co l ! e cted is paid t o the county 
or cit y i n wh i ch the pur cha ser re side s , t u t i f the purchase r r esides 
in a cit:-y or county levyi ng n o t;ax 9 t h e t ax so coll ected wil l be 
distributed equally t; o t he c i l, ies nnd count ies i n which the whole­
saler does business . Ho tax is levied on bee r s old to militar y post s . 

Each whol e sale r mus t pos i-. ar,. i ndemrd t y b on d .I' an d i s requir ed t o 
furnish wholesale pr i ce lists . an d ame ndment s there t o to t he cities 
and counties i n which he makes wholes a l e sales . The Sta t e Department 
of Fi nance and Taxat i or1 is re quired to issue rul e s and r egulations 
for the admin istration and e~.rorcement of t he act . 

Each wholesaler mus t r eport the quantities of h is wholesale 
sales .~ broken down by unit prices 3 sizes and t ypes o f containers , 
within eac~ city and county, t o t he Departme nt of Taxat ion and Fi nance , 
with copies of t he report t o the cities and cou~t ies concerned . The 
act requires the signi ng of dell ve r y ti cke t s .• wh i.:::h shall r.e kept 
on file for t wo years for inspection by t he State, or by a city or 
county. The records of each wholes aler shall show his sales to i ndivi­
dual r e t ailer s and sht.\ ll be likewise ava ilable .for audit by t hese 
governments f or a period of two years . The Depar t ment is empowered 
to make inves tlgo.tions, either un. 1 ts own inl t iative or upon reque s t 
of any city or com.d.:y r eceiving t he t. a.x; and munieipal a.nd county 
officials, as well as t he Depar tme nt, 9re empowered to enforce the act . 

The act creates a 5-me:mhe:r non --paid Advisory :Si...Jard, to consist 
of two persons appoj_nted by the :r etmessee Municipal League., two by 
the Tennessee County ,Judges Assuciat iori.~ and one 'by the Tennessee Malt 
Beverage Associatio?:.1 .. , t'o:r t wo . ye a r t erms. 

The provisions specifically state that i f t his &ct is declared 
unconstitutio·nal the f orm.er ac l: 8.uthorL~i':.1g a 10% t:nx on retail sales 
wi ll be in f ull force and eff ect. 

PUBLIC CHAPI:ER NO. 78 

Ge neral. Appropria tion Act, Ji.mm'.g t he appropria tions for higher educa­
tion is t he incre ased~pr opr i at ion of $40, 000 pe r annwn f rom t he General 
Fund for MTAS ·" also carr ied l D the Gene r al Education Appropriation Act . 
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Liberalizes rules fo r withdrawal o:~--£~~1:es f~~m __ State Ret~rement System . 
Allows a municipality participating i n the Sta te Ret i reme nt System to 
withdraw from the System not ou ly because of being financially unable 
to make its contributions (as previously provided )~ but a lso i f it 
finds the making of these co ntribut io:: .,s 11 burdensome to i tsel:f' a:0.d its 
employees 11

• Such wi t hdrawal would ·~i e e f£'~ cted by .filir.tg a Resolution 
with the Sta te Retirement Board, and notif yi~g the employees concerned . 
Employees would still have the choice of wi thdrawing from the System 
and receiving a refund of their contr•ibut io~s or a l lowing t he contribu­
tions to purchase them a paid up de ferred annuity at age 65 . 

The city will r ecei.ve a re fm1d of the con tributions it has made s 
less such sums as are necessary to pay al l ret ireme~t benefits ac­
crued or to accrue in the fut ure t o presei1t or retired employees of 
the city and also less the cost or admi!,isteri ng t he r etireme nt program 
in behalf of such employees. 

Feeding garbage __ to animals . Prohibits f eeding garbage to animals ( ex­
cept an individual 1 s own-household garbage t o his own animals) unless 
such garbage has been heated to 212 degrees F. by an approved .method. 
Counties, however, may prchibit a. 11 such f eeding ., r egar dless of he&ting . 
Law applies to municipalities disposing of garbage in this manner as 
well as to private persons or ~irms. 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO . 101 

Counties may coopera t e with cit_ie~ i n pu.t:.}.ic work:..~--2.E_ojects o Allows 
a county to cooperate wlth othe r: counties and/or cities and/or the 
State in constructing, ope r ating and maintaini ng public works projects, 
including flood control projects. A joint projec t J by agreement of 
the join.t participants~ may be operated and/or maintained solely by 
the county itself or by any one of t he part icipants. This is a com­
panion act to Public Chapter No. 102 ., 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 102 

Cities may cooperat~~j.t_l1_9_s~~_r1tJ.:,es c1.nd !_tie State ~n ~-ic works pro­
jects. Allows a city to cooperate with other cities and/or counties 
and/or the State i n construc ting, operating and maintair.t ing public 
works projectsJ i ncluding f lood control projects . A joint projectJ 
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by agreement of the joint participarJ ·:s_. may be operated and/or main­
tained by the city itself or by any one o.t' the part icipants. Public 
Chapter No. 101 is t he companion a ct , 

PUBLIC C'HAP:-PER NO. 11 4 

Milk may be regulated by _c ities . Pequires that al l dr;. i ry produc t s sold 
in consumer packages i n 1rennessee s ha. 11 f i r st be registered with the 
Commissioner of.' Agr0icul ture; ciuthor i ze s t he Cornmi.s s i on.er t o ir~.spe c t 
dairy products shipped intci l'e r .. nessee; aut hor izes ci ti.e s and counties 
to regulate milk and milk products sold thereinJ and set standards 
equal to or higher than the Stnte 1 s . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER. HO. l c? l 

Annexed territory may be counte_s__:i,n eom_£~_!_!:1g a city's population i n 
distributi.on of shared taxes " Allows c:'.L t ies t o have census taken of 
annexed areas by the Federal Bureau of the Ce~sus or i n a manner ap­
proved by the Tennessee St2,,te Ph.1.nc i ng Commission. A city would be 
eligible for the i ncr eased receipts resulting from the annexation , 
after the 1st of July f ollowi~g cer t i f ica ~ion t o the St a te Director 
of Accounts . Shared taxes i nvolved ~re Ll1e State sales t ax and the 
State tax of $3 .40 per barrel of beer (wh i ch should not be confused 
with the 17% tax on beer levied by Public Chapter No . 76) . Provisions 
for including arrn.exed t el~rito~y i n respect to the d:tstribution of 
the 1¢ share of the gaso l i ne tax were already i ncluded in Public Chap­
ter No. L 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 12;~ 

Utility districts . Provides that public utility districts may be 
created embracing t:erri tory i n two 1)r more cour;t ies '" 

PUBLI C CHAPTER NO, 166 

Tuberculosis _cont :.rol by ci_Eie~. " .1-\.ut.hi.)ri:?;es StP..1.te .9 district, county 
and municipal health officers to have persons who are suspected of 
having tuberculosis excrmined by a physician ; requires physici~fns to 
report to appropriat-e heal th off icer TB car·riers exposing other per­
sons to infection; ampowers health off icer to define quarantine limits; 
authorizes city officials and county courts to provide suitable places 
of detention for persons subjec t t o, quarantine; health officer may 
release a de t ained person for volu!1tary admission t o a hospital for 
TB treatment" 



8 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 179 

Clearance requiremer,.ts of' :r•s.ilroad underp,,rnses or overpasses_. Pro-
• vi des that the requirements 'of;----Se ctio:-:1s 2670" 1 th.rough 2670. 8 of the 
1950 Supplement to the Code .:' :reh1t i ".'1.g to min:Lmum clea.:rances, shall 
not apply to temporar y formsJ supports 3 falsework J ~racing, etc., 
used only during a td i''.l. the cons truc t; j_on or repair o f any u~1derpass 
or overpass for a street, road or highway . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 182 

Census of school children e·very }+~:s.rs_., Begi}:,ning 1n 1956, and every 
4 years thereafter 3 the Board of Educat ion of each county, city or 
special school district shall have teachers, or other persons em­
ployed for that purpose, take a census of a l l children up t o 18 years 
of age (no minimum age is i ndicated )J using ceLlsus cards and record 
books provided by t he Stat e . The census shall i nc lude not only per­
sonal statistics on e&ch child 1 but a lso the name of t he school where 
the child is enrol le d or belongs, the distance from t he school by the 
nearest accessible route 3 and the nmnes and addresses of persor2s or 
firms employing or acceptit~g se r vice f rom children under 18 years. 

The census shall be take~ by careful inquiry at the residence 
of each family y and the persor.s making the cen.sus shall swear or 
affirm to its correctness . Except for the provision of forms by the 
State., the cost of the census sha ll be pai.d out of the school funds 
of the countyJ ci.ty or special school district. In addition, at or 
before the opening of the school term, the Superintendent of Schools 
shall furnish each principal. a lis t of the names and residences of 
children assigned t o that school. 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO, 195 

Increases appropriation i'or MTAS f'rom sales tax .. I ncreases t he acnual 
appropriation for the operation of tj1e Municipal Technical Advisory 
Service from $35 JOOO to $40,000 f rom the qities' share of the State 
Sales Tax 9 to ma tch the $1+0, 000 per ar:..num appropriat ion from the 
General Fund (Public Chapter No. 78 ) . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NOo 196 

Appearance bonds i n city court s. Amends Section 3562 of the Code of 
Tennessee, 1932, which sectior, is a porti1Jn of the Uniform City Manager 
and Commission Charter"' so as to allow any person arrested for the vio­
lation of any city ordinance in the presence of a police officerJ where 



no warrant has been issued 3 to post up to $50 (i~ cash or as an 
appeara:1ce bo nd )" to i •:i. sure h is showing up i n Court, 

PUBLIC CHJ1. PTER !-10, 197 
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Boiler i nsrect i on . Provides that the State boiler i ~spe ct ion law 
does not i nterf ere wi t h a cit y's r ight to regulate boilers by ordi­
nance, as 10~.::.g as such r egula tio:-: complies with the :standards of' t he 
Stat e lawo 

PUBLIC CHA Pti:ER NO. 200 

2% gross r eceipts tax on theaters to ~e col l ected mo nthly i nste ad of 
annually o Provides that ti{; St,ate 2%-gross r eceipt s ts.x on t heaters, 
motion piGture shows and veudev ille shows shall be pa id on or before 
the 20th of each month, i n.stead of anr:.ually, Since municipalities are 
also authorized t o levy this tax, c i t ies having t he tax and collecting 
on an annual basis may wish to ame~d t heir ordinances so that their 
periods of collection will coi~cide wi th those of the State. 

PTJBLIC CHAPTER NO. 201 

Fire sr:i.les . Authorizes a ci t y to regulate .2nd licea se "f ire s a les ", 
11 creditor's sales II J "loss-of-lease sales., 11 11 f'orced-,out -of--bus ines s 
sales:;" a~1d the like. Llcense fee is $25 per sale . Exempt from the 
provisions of this act are sheriff's sales, auctions conducted by 
licensed auctioneers, and pe:r.sons conducting sales pursuant to a 
court order o 

PUBLIC CHAP1'.ER NO o 202 

Driving while intoxicated o:r _unde r> ·s~.'?.~r drugs o Ut~.lawf ul to drive 
while intoxicated or under the influence of narcotic or barbital drugs ; 
in prosecut1.on~ chemical tests of bluod., ur:1.ne o:r. breat h to show the 
amount o.f alcohol in blood shall be admissible iu evidence. ( This 
Chapter states that while no:rma1ly 15/100% or more by weight of alcohol 
i n the blood shal l be a presumption of intoxication 1 it shall not be 
a conclusive presumption). The penalties f ur conviction are as follows: 
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1st & 2nd off'enses: $10-$500 fi ne ., plus (in the discretion of the 
Court) up to 1 ye-ar i rt jail 9 plus (in the dis­
cre t ion o f the court ) suspension-of driving privi­
leges for up to 6 months . 

3rd & subsequent o.ff'enses ~ $50-•$1000 fine., .Pl:~~ mandatory jail sentence 
·of from ;·, months to 2 years .• plu~. maD.da t ory suspen­
sion of dr iving privileges f or from 2 to 10 years , 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO,. 203 

Compulsory time .9:f'f f or emplo_yees to vot e., Ar:_y employee e ntitled t o 
vote i n a Stat e, county or munic i pal elec tion 1 i ncluding primary elec­
tions, shall be given t ime off to vote not to exceed 3 hours, without 
penalty or loss of pay; provided (1 ) that he has requested such 

.time off at least 2h hours pr ior to the day of elec t ion, and (2 ) t,hat 
the employer may specify the hours during which the employee may absent 
himself , and (3) that no such t ime off shall be given i f the employee's 
tour of duty begins 3 hours after the openi ng of the polls, or ends 
3 hours before the closing of the polls . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO, 205 

State Bureau of Aeronauti_q~ ___ JE.:?:Y match municipal :.fun3~., Amends Section 
63 of Chapter 268 of the Public Acts of 1951 (the Miscellaneous Ap­
propriation Act) so that the $150 9000 per a~num appropriated to the 
State Bureau of Aeronautics to be used solely for matching Federal 
funds, can also be used for rna.tch i ng municipal .funds. This amendment 
and the 1951 act refer only to the f iscal biennium ending .,June 30., .1953 , 
but Public Chapter No. 251, below , cont inues this appropriation beyond 
that date. 

PUBLI C CHAP'l1ER NO , 211 

Sharing school bo~d proceeds . Provides thnt a county shall not share 
the proceeds of school bond issues with cities or special school dis­
tricts, if the proceeds were bused on county taxes not levied on pro­
perty within said cities or special school districts . 

PUBLIG CHAPTER NO. 213 

Voting machines , Ame nds the County Public Works Act ffi'ections 4406, 25 
(d) and 4406,39 of the 1950 Supplement to the CodV so as to permit 
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counties to buy voting mc.cnines and pay !'or them r)y issuing general 
obligation bonds on all taxable property i n the county,, 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NOo 218 

Counties may issue revenue bo1.ds i'or i ndustrl.al building_~.- Amends 
Chapter 137 of the Public Acts of 1951 ~ to give counties the same 
powers now conferred upon municipalities (af ter authorization by 
referendum) to cons truct-., recons t ruct 3 improve or extend any i n­
dustrial building, i ncluding the ac.quisition. of' lan.d; to lease or rent 
such buildings; and to finarlce such projects by t he issuance of reve­
nue bonds payable from the renta ls on the buildings. 

PUBLIC OHAPTEF NO. 219 

Tennessee I ndustrial and Agricul_t u~_§];. Commission o Creates a Tennessee 
Industrial and Agricultural Commission.i consis t i ng of the Governor and 
8 members appointed by h im. The members shall represent various in­
dustrial, agricultural, business, labor and governmental i nterests, 
with one member to specifica lly represent Te nnessee municipalities . 

Purposes of the Commission a1~e to~ 

1 . Promote the locbtion of additional industries and busi ­
nesses i n the State so a s t o utilize the State's resources 
and ir:crease employment .opportunitieso 

2 , Aid and encourage existing indus t ries o:f the State. 

3o Cooperate with existing State and Federal agencies and 
local government s and agricultural., busir.~ess, industrial 
and educational interests of the State in promotion of 
indus t rial development in Tenr~ssee. 

To achieve the above purposes i t he Commiss io r1 is authorized to: 

1. Undertake studies and research. 

2. Dissemir.~a te information o 

3o Provide advice and tech!"lical assistance to existing, 
prospective and potential industries 1 to local govern­
ments, groups and i ndividuals . 

4o Cooperate with the University of Tennessee and other 
institutions in the i uterest of industrial experimenta­
tion snd educa t ion . 
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The Commission sh.all appoint G. qualif ied execut ive direc t or~ and 
such other employees as necess ary . The personnelJ f iles 3 library 
equipment and balance o.t' appr opria t ions o:f the I r:.dus t :rial Development 
Division of t he Tennessee Stat:e Pl::n:-.r.:. i ng Comn1ission a re tra r; s f e r red 
to the Commissim:(o The Ccmm:'Lssior.i. 1 s work. is to be f inanced by a 
$75,000 per annum appropri:1.t i\)n from the S t 0=,te and voluntary contribu­
tions from municipali t ies &nd counties (which are expressly authorized 
to appropriate r unds f or such pur poses )J and fr om husi~esses, i ndus t rie s 
and any other proper source. Sums t o be solic:i t ed from municipa lities 
will be at the r a te of f i ve cent s per capit~ of populat ionJ according 
to the latest federal deceLni8.l census . 

Elevators and escala t ors " Per mi t s tbe Te nnessee Elevator Saf e t y Board 
to prescribe fees f or cons t ruction permits~ operating pe r mits, a cceptance 
inspections, initial i r, spections ? Ei.nd periodic i nspections for new and 
existing elevators , dumbwa i t ers a .~:d esca.l&tors .; char.-ges periodic inspec­
tion of passenger elevu. t ors and errn:ila t ors f'rorn every 3 months to every 
6 months, and of freight co~veyances from every 6 months t o every 12 
months; increases penalfies on an i nspecto r fa iling t o f ile report; 
increases fees for opera t i ng permit; requires f iling det a iled plans 
and specifications with Depa::'.'t::men t of Labor "or its aut horized repre­
sentative''; requires issuance of a construct~on permit by Department 
of Labor "or its authorized represe:1tative" -~ sets i:::spection fees to 
be paid to the Department of' Labor ,. "or its authorized representative" ; 
and increases fees paid by applicai:1.t-,s f'or elevc:i.tor inspector licenses . 

PUBLIC CHAP1,ER NO. 233 

Issuance of bonds f<n' mu!Licipal 2.':lblic work:s... Amends certain sections 
of the Municipal Public Works Act 0f 1945 (Sections 4406 .7 and 4406.11 
of the 1950 Supplemeti.t to the Code) h1. respect to bond issues - pri-· 
marily general obliga.tim.1 bcrnd issues " This Chapter makes the follow-• 
ing changes, in cases ''where the bonds are not payable exclusively from 
the revenue o.r a Public Works Project:"~ 

(1) Reduces City Council vote o~ bond issues from 3/4 to a simple 
majorityo 

(2) Raises from 5% to 10% t he proportion of vot ers required to 
sign a peti t io~ forcing an elec t ion on such a bond issue. 
(Howevers a ci t y council may still, if it wishes 1 re f er the 
matter to the voters~ without such a pe t i t ion )o 
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(3) Eliminate s t he prov is ion that seria l bonds begin fa lling 
due with1n thr ee yea rs of issuance. 

( 4) Elimina tes the provis i oc. ,:1 1lowing callable f eatures i n 
bonds. 

( 5 ) Eliminates t he provisiui'\ th:.:i t b m .td issues mus t be adver­
tised i n a New York Ci t y f i nanc ial j ournaL 

PUBLI C CHAPTER NO. 236 

Social Security cove rage of emplo_yees_. ii.me nds Chapt e r 90 of t he Pub­
lic Acts of 1951 .? which permits the ext e n.siou or. Federa l Social 
Security coverage to municipa l employee s , as f ollows: 

( 1) Specif ies that prior t o J a r:uary 1 .. 19 54 ., any political 
subdivision aut hori zed t o en t er i nt o an agreement f or 
this coverage, may make t he agreement retroac t ive to 
January 1, 1951. Af ter January lJ 1954~ an agr eeme~t 
shall be made retror~ct lve only t o the first of t he year 
i n which t he agreeme~t wa s entered i nto 

( 2) The Tennessee Municipal League is added t o t hose political 
subdivisions permit t ed to obtair1 Social Security coverage 
under Chapter 90, Public Ac t s of 1951 . 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 238 

Pension trusts exempt i'r om Sta te i r:,.com~ t ax . Provides that the income 
from stocks and bo nds of pe nsion trusts and profit sharing trusts which 
are exempt from Federal income taxati0 r1 shall also be exempt from the 
State income tax. 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO . 246 

Applications for absentee ballots ., Permits members of' the armed forces 
to make post card applicat ions f or absentee ballots for s t ate, county 
and municipal elections . 
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PUBLIC CHAPTER NOo 251 

!mopriation s for muI} iqipal airpo!' t _§_ o This Chapter ., the Mi~cellaneous 
Appropriation s Act, i n addition t o author izing pa yment f or many n on­
mun icipal items, a ppropr iate s to the Bureau of Aeronautics $150 ,000 
per a nnum to be used f or the matching of Federal J municipal, county 
and local funds i n the const ::'uctic11 ar~d developme 1:it of a i r port s and 
airport fa c ili t ies, fo r direct gr a nt s on n mun icipal , count y or local 
basis for cons t ruction and developme n t or 6irport s and a i r port fac ilities 
and for ge neral aviation promo t ion. An additional $150;000 is also 
appropriated for the same purpose s, but may be expended on ly with the 
approval of the Gove rnor and the Budget Dire ctor 

PUBLIC.: CHAPTER NO o 252 

Anti-Ra bies acto Establishes a Divisio~ of Rabies Control i n the State 
Department of Health; a ll dogs over six month s old mus t~ b e f ore October 
1, 1953, a nd annually thereafte r 3 be vaccinated again s t rabies for a 
cos t of not to exceed $1 . 00 per vacci~ation ; exempt s any city or county 
f rom operation of this act if ~ t is m&intainiLg a rabies pr ogram i n 
conformity with this a c t ; dogs sha l l wear vaccina tion t ags on collar 
at all times, except hun.t i ng dogs wh ile i r: chase; dogs f ound runi1 i ng 
at large may be seized by health or peace off icers and impounded; dogs 
not redeemed t o be des t royed; Coutity or State Health Departments may 
confine dogs which have bitten persons or ar~ suspected of having 
rabies; State Heal th Department a nd all Peace Officers and their 
assistan ts are empowered to enf orce act; County Grand J uries given 
inquisitorial power to i n vestigat e violation s of act. 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 263 

I ncorporation_.of __ ~ocal teachers' t e nure s~J.£f!!S into S!nte s ystem, 
Provides that any teacher t enure system applic&ble ODly to a city, 
town or county an d autborized by special act of the General Assembly 
may be brought under the State te::tcher t; e nure system by the f ollow 
ing procedure: 

( 1) ':rhe board having jur•isdictio~1 ovex· the local system shall 
publish a n o t ice of' i t s inten t i n. a newspaper of general 
circulation i n the locnli ty and anJ1ou;:1ce the date .for a 
hearing . 
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( 2) If , after t he hearing_, the board de t. ermines that joini ng 
the State system is to t he i nterest of t he t eachers con­
cerned _j it shall adopt a resolution request:l,ng such merger, 
and f or ward a certlf:ted copy t o the State Commissioner of 
Education. 

(3 ) If the Commissione r a pproves the merger ~ he shall give 
proper public notice thereof" and ten days t hereaft er the 
merger is accomplished " 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 269 

Special school dis t ricts may waive rights in school bond issues . Per­
mits a special school dis t ric t, by resolution to waive rights t o a 
share of a county bond issue f or the construc t ion, maintenance or 
equipping of school buildings, which bond issues are or dinarily di­
vided between county and special school districts on the basis of 
average scholastic populat ion. (This Chapter amends Chapter 191, 
Public Acts of 1951~ and is similar to Chapter 48s which pertains 
to waivers by cities and which amends Section 2563 of the 1950 Supple­
ment to the Code) . 


