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<Text of section effective until May 16, 2015. See, also, section effective May 16, 2015.>

(a)(1) A municipality, when petitioned by a majority of the residents and property owners of the affected territory, or upon its
own initiative when it appears that the prosperity of such municipality and territory will be materially retarded and the safety
and welfare of the inhabitants and property endangered, after notice and public hearing, by ordinance, may extend its corporate
limits by annexation of such territory adjoining its existing boundaries as may be deemed necessary for the welfare of the
residents and property owners of the affected territory as well as the municipality as a whole; provided, that the ordinance shall
not become operative until thirty (30) days after final passage thereof. During this thirty-day period, the municipality shall
notify the county mayor in whose county the territory being annexed is located that territory located in the unincorporated part
of the county is being annexed by the municipality. The notification shall include a copy of the annexation ordinance and a map
of the area being annexed.

(2) The provisions of subdivision (a)(1) that are in conflict with this subdivision (a)(2) do not apply to any county having a
population of not less than three hundred nineteen thousand six hundred twenty-five (319,625) nor more than three hundred
nineteen thousand seven hundred twenty-five (319,725), according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal
census. In such county, if the proposal to extend the corporate limits by the annexation of territory adjoining the existing
boundaries of a municipality is proposed by the municipality upon its own initiative by ordinance, the ordinance shall not
become operative until an election is held at the expense of the proposing municipality for approval or disapproval of such
annexation by the qualified voters who reside in the territory proposed for annexation. The operation of the ordinance shall
be subject to approval of the voters who reside in such territory. The county election commission shall hold an election
thereon, providing options to vote “For” or “Against” the ordinance, not less than forty-five (45) days nor more than sixty
(60) days after the receipt of a certified copy of such ordinance, and a majority vote of those voting in the election shall
determine whether the ordinance is to be operative. A vote “For” the ordinance shall be a vote “For Annexation” and a vote
“Against” the ordinance shall be a vote “Against Annexation.” If the vote is for the ordinance, the ordinance shall become
operative thirty (30) days after the date that the county election commission makes its official canvass of the election returns;
such ordinance shall not become operative before the expiration of one hundred twenty (120) days following the final
passage of the annexation ordinance. If the ordinance is rejected, all relevant provisions in this chapter shall apply to the
question of annexation in such county.
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(3)(A) No municipality having a population greater than ten thousand (10,000), according to the 1970 federal census or any
subsequent federal census shall, by means of annexation by ordinance upon its own initiative, increase the land area contained
within its boundaries by more than twenty-five percent (25%) during any twenty-four-month period.

(B)(i) Subdivision (a)(3)(A) shall not apply to any municipality having a population of less than twelve thousand (12,000),
according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal census, and the charter of which is provided for by a private
act of the general assembly, and not under the general law of this title.

(ii) Subdivision (a)(3)(B)(i) shall not apply to any municipality located in any county having a population of not less than
thirty-four thousand one hundred (34,100) nor greater than thirty-four thousand two hundred (34,200), or located in any
county having a population of not less than thirty-seven thousand (37,000) nor greater than thirty-seven thousand one
hundred (37,100), or located in any county having a population of not less than forty-nine thousand four hundred (49,400)
nor greater than forty-nine thousand five hundred (49,500), each according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent
federal census.

(b)(1) Before any territory may be annexed under this section, the governing body of the municipality shall adopt a plan of
services establishing at least the services to be delivered and the projected timing of the services. Upon adoption of the plan of
services, the municipality shall cause a copy of the plan of services to be forwarded to the county mayor in whose county the
territory being annexed is located. The plan of services shall be reasonable with respect to the scope of services to be provided
and the timing of the services.

(2) The plan of services shall include, but not be limited to: police protection, fire protection, water service, electrical service,
sanitary sewer service, solid waste collection, road and street construction and repair, recreational facilities and programs, street
lighting, and zoning services. If the municipality maintains a separate school system, the plan shall also include schools and
provisions specifically addressing the impact, if any, of annexation on school attendance zones. If the municipality does not
maintain a separate school system, then the municipality shall provide written notice of the annexation to all affected school
systems as soon as practicable, but in no event less than thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing requirement set forth in
subdivision (b)(4). The plan of services may exclude services that are being provided by another public agency or private
company in the territory to be annexed other than those services provided by the county.

(3) The plan of services shall include a reasonable implementation schedule for the delivery of comparable services in the
territory to be annexed with respect to the services delivered to all citizens of the municipality.

(4) Before a plan of services may be adopted, the municipality shall submit the plan of services to the local planning
commission, if there is one, for study and a written report, to be rendered within ninety (90) days after such submission, unless
by resolution of the governing body a longer period is allowed. Before the adoption of the plan of services, a municipality shall
hold a public hearing. Notice of the time, place, and purpose of the public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality not less than fifteen (15) days before the hearing. The notice shall include the locations of a
minimum of three (3) copies of the plan of services, which the municipality shall provide for public inspection during all
business hours from the date of notice until the public hearing.
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(5) A municipality may not annex any other territory if the municipality is in default on any prior plan of services.

(6) If a municipality operates a school system, and if the municipality annexes territory during the school year, any student may
continue to attend such student’s present school until the beginning of the next succeeding school year unless the respective
boards of education have provided otherwise by agreement.

(c) Anything contained in this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, a municipality in any county having a population of over
sixty-six thousand (66,000), except in those counties having a population of more than seven hundred thousand (700,000),
according to the federal census of 1970 or any subsequent federal census; or in those counties that have the metropolitan form
of government, shall have the supplemental right and authority to annex upon its own initiative by ordinance any territory
without levying any municipal ad valorem taxes, except for actual municipal services rendered, and that the residents of, and
persons owning property in, annexed territory shall be entitled to rights and privileges of citizenship, in accordance with the
provisions of the annexing municipality’s charter, immediately upon annexation as though such annexed territory had always
been a part of the annexing municipality; and it shall be the duty of the governing body to put into effect with respect to an
annexed area any charter provisions relating to representation on the governing body. Any municipality that exercises such
right to annex is hereby authorized, required and shall levy separate ad valorem taxes for each municipal purpose or service, or
both, within the existing limits of the city and shall levy only such taxes, if any, in any territory annexed hereunder when and if
the municipal service or purpose for which such taxes have been imposed is actually being rendered; provided, that in the case
of sanitary sewers, such sewers shall be furnished within thirty-six (36) months after ad valorem taxes become due.

(d) In counties having a population of more than seven hundred thousand (700,000), or having a population of not less than two
hundred sixty thousand (260,000) nor more than two hundred eighty thousand (280,000), according to the 1970 federal census
or any subsequent federal census, or in those counties that have the metropolitan form of government, a smaller municipality
may, by ordinance, extend its corporate limits by annexation of any contiguous territory, when such territory within the
corporate limits of a larger municipality is less than seventy-five (75) acres in area, is not populated, is separated from the larger
municipality by a limited access express highway, its access ramps or service roads, and is not the site of industrial plant
development. The provisions of this chapter relative to the adoption of a plan of service and the submission of same to a local
planning commission, if there is such, shall not be required of the smaller municipality for such annexation.

(e) After receiving the notice from the municipality, as provided in subdivision (a)(1) or (b)(1), the county mayor shall notify
the appropriate departments within the county regarding the information received from the municipality.
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