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TITLE 10

ANIMAL CONTROL1

CHAPTER
1. IN GENERAL.
2. VICIOUS DOGS.

CHAPTER 1

IN GENERAL

SECTION
10-101. Running at large prohibited.
10-102. Pen or enclosure to be kept clean.
10-103. Adequate food, water, and shelter, etc., to be provided.
10-104. Keeping in such manner as to become a nuisance prohibited.
10-105. Seizure and disposition of animals.
10-106. Violations and penalty.

10-101. Running at large prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any
person owning or being in charge of any cows, sheep, horses, mules, goats, or
any chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, or other domestic fowl, cattle, or livestock,
knowingly or negligently to permit any of them to run at large in any street,
alley, or unenclosed lot within the corporate limits.

Any person, including its owner, knowingly or negligently permitting an
animal to run at large may be prosecuted under this section even if the animal
is picked up and disposed of under other provisions of this chapter, whether or
not the disposition includes returning the animal to its owner.  (1990 Code,
§ 10-101) 

10-102. Pen or enclosure to be kept clean.  When animals or fowls
are kept within the corporate limits, the building, structure, corral, pen, or
enclosure in which they are kept shall at all times be maintained in a clean and
sanitary  condition.  (1990 Code, § 10-102)

10-103. Adequate food, water, and shelter, etc., to be provided.  No
animal or fowl shall be kept or confined in any place where the food, water,
shelter, and ventilation are not adequate and sufficient for the preservation of
its health and safety.

        1Wherever this title mentions dogs it pertains to dog and cats.
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All feed shall be stored and kept in a rat-proof and fly-tight building, box,
or receptacle.  (1990 Code, § 10-103)

10-104. Keeping in such manner as to become a nuisance
prohibited.  No animal or fowl shall be kept in such a place or condition as to
become a nuisance because of either noise, odor, contagious disease, or other
reason.  (1990 Code, § 10-104)

10-105. Seizure and disposition of animals. Any animal or fowl
found running at large or otherwise being kept in violation of this chapter may
be seized by any police officer or other properly designated officer or official and
confined in a pound provided or designated by the board of mayor and 
aldermen.  If the owner is known, he shall be given notice in person, by
telephone, or by a postcard addressed to his last known mailing address.  If the
owner is not known or cannot be located, a notice describing the impounded
animal or fowl will be posted in at least three (3) public places within the
corporate limits.  In either case, the notice shall state that the impounded
animal or fowl must be claimed within five (5) days by paying the pound costs
or the same will be humanely destroyed or sold.  If not claimed by the owner, the
animal or fowl shall be sold or humanely destroyed, or it may otherwise be
disposed of as authorized by the board of mayor and aldermen.

The pound keeper shall collect from each person claiming an impounded
animal or fowl reasonable fees, in accordance with a schedule approved by the
board of mayor and aldermen, to cover the costs of impoundment and
maintenance.  (1990 Code, § 10-106)

10-106. Violations and penalty.  Any violation of any section of this
chapter shall subject the offender to a penalty under the general penalty
provision of this code.  Each day the violation shall continue shall constitute a
separate offense.
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CHAPTER 2

VICIOUS DOGS

SECTION 
10-201. Vicious dogs.
10-202. Noisy dogs prohibited. 
10-203. Confinement of dogs suspected of being rabid. 
10-204. Destruction of vicious or infected dogs running at large.
10-205. Violations and penalty. 

10-201. Vicious dogs. (1) Definitions.  (a) "Owner" means any person, 
firm, corporation, organization or department possessing or harboring or
having the care or custody of a dog. 

(b) "Vicious dog" means:
(1) Any dog with a known propensity, tendency or

disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injury to, or otherwise
threaten the safety of human beings or domestic animals;

(2) Any dog which because of its size, physical nature, or
vicious propensity is capable of inflicting serious physical harm or
death to humans and which would constitute a danger to human
life or property if it were not kept in the manner required by this
chapter; 

(3) Any dog which, without provocation, attacks or bites,
or has attacked or bitten, a human being or domestic animal; 

(4) Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for
the purposes of dog fighting, or any dog trained for dog fighting; or

(5) Any dog that frequently or habitually snarls or growls
at or snaps or jumps upon or threatens persons lawfully upon the
public sidewalks, streets, alleys, or public places of the town. 
(c) A vicious dog is "unconfined" if the dog is not securely

confined indoors or confined in a securely enclosed and locked pen or
structure upon the premises of the owner of the dog.  The pen or structure
must have secure sides and a secure top attached to the sides.  If the pen
or structure has no bottom secured to the sides, the sides must be
embedded into the ground no less than one foot (1').  All such pens or
structures must be adequately lighted and kept in a clean and sanitary
condition.
(2) Confinement.  The owner of a vicious dog shall not suffer or permit

the dog to go unconfined. 
(3) Leash and muzzle.  The owner of a vicious dog shall not suffer or

permit the dog to go beyond the premises of the owner unless the dog is securely
muzzled and restrained by a chain or leash no longer than six feet (6') in length,
and under the physical restrain of a person.  The muzzle shall be made in a



10-4

manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or
respiration, but shall prevent it from biting any human or animal.

(4) Signs.  The owner of a vicious dog shall display in a prominent
place on his or her premises a clearly visible warning sign indicating that there
is a vicious dog on the premises.  A similar sign is required to be posted on the
pen or kennel of the animal. 

(5) Dog fighting.  No person, firm, corporation, organization or
department shall possess or harbor or maintain care or custody of any dog for
the purpose of dog fighting, or train, torment, badger, bait or use any dog for the
purpose of causing or encouraging the dog to attack human beings or domestic
animals.  (1990 Code, § 10-201)

10-202. Noisy dogs prohibited. No person shall own, keep, or harbor
any dog which, by loud and frequent barking, whining, or howling, disturbs the
peace and quiet of any neighborhood.  (1990 Code, § 10-202)

10-203. Confinement of dogs suspected of being rabid.  If any dog
has bitten any person or is suspected of having bitten any person or is for any
reason suspected of being infected with rabies, the chief of police or any other
properly designated officer or official may cause such dog to be confined or
isolated for such time as he deems reasonably necessary to determine if such dog
is rabid.  (1990 Code, § 10-203)

10-204. Destruction of vicious or infected dogs running at large. 
When, because of its viciousness or apparent infection with rabies, a dog found
running at large cannot be safely impounded it may be summarily destroyed by
any policeman or other properly designated officer.  (1990 Code, § 10-204)

10-205. Violations and penalty.  Any violation of this chapter shall
constitute a civil offense and shall, upon conviction, be punishable under the
general penalty provision of this code.  Each day a violation shall be allowed to
continue shall constitute a separate offense.


