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TITLE 15

MOTOR VEHICLES, TRAFFIC AND PARKING1

CHAPTER
1. SPEED LIMITS.
2. PARKING.
3. ENFORCEMENT.

CHAPTER 1

SPEED LIMITS

SECTION
15-101. In general.
15-102. At intersections.

15-101. In general.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or
drive a motor vehicle upon any highway or street at a rate of speed in excess of
twenty (20) miles per hour.  (Ord. #2015-01, Feb. 2015)

15-102. At intersections.  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate
or drive a motor vehicle through any intersection at a rate of speed in excess of
fifteen (15) miles per hour unless such person is driving on a street regulated by
traffic control signals or signs which require traffic to stop or yield on the
intersecting streets.

        1Municipal code reference
Excavations and obstructions in streets, etc.: title 16.
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CHAPTER 2

PARKING

SECTION
15-201. Generally.
15-202. Angle parking.
15-203. Occupancy of more than one space.
15-204. Prohibited on sidewalks.
15-205. Loading and unloading zones.
15-206. Presumption with respect to illegal parking.

15-201. Generally.  No person shall leave any motor vehicle unattended
on any street without first setting the brakes thereon, stopping the motor,
removing the ignition key, and turning the front wheels of such vehicle toward
the nearest curb or gutter of the street.

Except as hereinafter provided, every vehicle parked upon a street within
this city shall be so parked that its right wheels are approximately parallel to
and within eighteen inches (18") of the right edge or curb of the street. On
one-way streets where the city has not placed signs prohibiting the same,
vehicles may be permitted to park on the left side of the street, and in such cases
the left wheels shall be required to be within eighteen inches (18") of the left
edge or curb of the street.

Notwithstanding anything else in this code to the contrary, no person
shall park or leave a vehicle parked on any public street or alley for more than
seventy-two (72) consecutive hours without the prior approval of a commission
member.

Furthermore, no person shall wash, grease, or work on any vehicle, except
to make repairs necessitated by an emergency, while such vehicle is parked on
a public street. (modified)

15-202. Angle parking.  On those streets which have been signed or
marked by the city for angle parking, no person shall park or stand a vehicle
other than at the angle indicated by such signs or markings. No person shall
angle park any vehicle which has a trailer attached thereto or which has a
length in excess of twenty-four feet (24').

15-203. Occupancy of more than one space.  No person shall park a
vehicle in any designated parking space so that any part of such vehicle occupies
more than one (1) such space or protrudes beyond the official markings on the
street or curb designating such space unless the vehicle is too large to be parked
within a single designated space.
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15-204. Prohibited on sidewalks.  No person shall stop, stand or park
a vehicle on a sidewalk, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other
traffic or in compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or
traffic-control device. However, a bicycle many be parked on a sidewalk if it does
not impede the normal and reasonable movement of pedestrian or other traffic,
or such parking is not prohibited by ordinance. 

15-205. Loading and unloading zones.  No person shall park a vehicle
for any purpose or period of time other than for the expeditious loading or
unloading of passengers or merchandise in any place marked by the city as a
loading and unloading zone.

15-206. Presumption with respect to illegal parking.  When any
unoccupied vehicle is found parked in violation of any provision of this chapter,
there shall be a prima facie presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle
is responsible for such illegal parking.
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CHAPTER 3

ENFORCEMENT

SECTION
15-301. Issuance of traffic citations.
15-302. Failure to obey citation.
15-303. Illegal parking.
15-304. Impoundment of vehicles.
15-305. Disposal of abandoned motor vehicles.
15-306. Violations and penalty.

15-301. Issuance of traffic citations.1  When a police officer halts a
traffic violator other than for the purpose of giving a warning, he shall take the
name, address, and operator's license number of said person, the license number
of the motor vehicle involved, and such other pertinent information as may be
necessary, and shall issue to him a written traffic citation containing a notice
to answer to the charge against him in the city court at a specified time. The
officer, upon receiving the written promise of the alleged violator to answer as
specified in the citation, shall release such person from custody. It shall be
unlawful for any alleged violator to give false or misleading information as to his
name or address.

15-302. Failure to obey citation.  It shall be unlawful for any person
to violate his written promise to appear in court after giving said promise to an
officer upon the issuance of a traffic citation, regardless of the disposition of the
charge for which the citation was originally issued.

15-303. Illegal parking.  Whenever any motor vehicle without a driver
is found parked or stopped in violation of any of the restrictions imposed by this
code, the officer finding such vehicle shall take its license number and may take
any other information displayed on the vehicle which may identify its user, and
shall conspicuously affix to such vehicle a citation for the driver and/or owner
to answer for the violation within thirty (30) days during the hours and at a
place specified in the citation.

1Municipal code reference
Issuance of citations in lieu of arrest and ordinance summonses in
non-traffic related offenses: title 6, chapter 3.

 State law reference
Tennessee Code Annotated, §§ 7-63-101, et seq.
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15-304. Impoundment of vehicles.  Members of the police department
are hereby authorized, when reasonably necessary for the security of the vehicle
or to prevent obstruction of traffic, to remove from the streets and impound any
vehicle whose operator is arrested or any unattended vehicle which is parked so
as to constitute an obstruction or hazard to normal traffic, or which has been
parked for more than one (1) hour in excess of the time allowed for parking in
any place, or which has been involved in two (2) or more violations of this title
for which citation tags have been affixed to the vehicle and the vehicle not
removed. Any impounded vehicle shall be stored until the owner or other person
entitled thereto claims it, gives satisfactory evidence of ownership or right to
possession, and pays all applicable fees and costs of impoundment and storage,
or until it is otherwise lawfully disposed of.

15-305. Disposal of abandoned motor vehicles.  "Abandoned motor
vehicles," as defined in Tennessee Code Annotated, § 55-16-103, shall be
impounded and disposed of by the police department in accordance with the
provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, §§ 55-16-103 to 55-16-109.

15-306. Violations and penalty.  Any violation of this title shall be a
civil offense punishable by a civil penalty of up to fifty dollars ($50.00) for each
separate offense. 


