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Preface

This code is the result of a comprehensive codification and revision of the
ordinances of the Town of Stanton, Tennessee. By referring to the historical
citation appearing at the end of each section, the user will be able to ascertain
the ordinance from which the particular section has been derived. The absence
of a historical citation means that the section was added at the time this code
was prepared. The word "modified" in the historical citation indicates
substantial modification of the provision as originally enacted.
The attention of the user is directed to the arrangement of the code into
titles, chapters, and sections, which follows that formerly used in the Tennessee
Code Annotated. Related matter is kept together, so far as possible, within the
same title. Each section number is complete within itself, containing the title
number, the chapter number, and the section of the chapter of which it is a part.
Specifically, the first number is the title number followed by a hyphen, then the
chapter number with the last two numbers showing the section number within
the chapter, so that, for example, title 10, chapter 2, section 6, is designated as
section 10-206.
By utilizing the table of contents at the beginning of each title and
chapter of the code, together with the cross references and explanations included
as footnotes, the user should readily find all provisions in the code relating to
any question that might arise.
The code has been arranged and prepared in loose-leaf form to facilitate
keeping it up to date. MTAS will provide updating service under the following
conditions:
(1)
All ordinances relating to subjects treated in the code or which
should be added to the code must be adopted as amending, adding, or deleting
specific chapters or sections of the code (see section 8 of the adopting ordinance
for the code).
(2)
One copy of each ordinance adopted by the town must be furnished
to MTAS immediately after its adoption (see section 8 of the adopting
ordinance).
(3)
The town will reimburse MTAS for the actual costs of reproducing
replacement pages for the code (no charge is made for the consultant's work, and
reproduction costs are usually nominal).
When the foregoing conditions are met MTAS will reproduce replacement
pages for the code to reflect the amendments and additions made by such
ordinances. This service will be performed at least annually and more often if
justified by the volume of amendments. Replacement pages will be supplied
with detailed instructions for utilizing them so as again to make the code
complete and up to date. If this very simple procedure is followed the code will
iii

be kept up to date in a way that will serve fully the needs of the town's officials
and citizens. If any questions or problems arise concerning the up-dating
procedure, an MTAS Ordinance Codification Consultant is available to the town
for advice and assistance.
The able assistance of Mrs. Karen Ferguson, the MTAS Senior Word
Processing Specialist who did all the typing on this project, is gratefully
acknowledged.

Don W. Ownby
Consultant, Ordinance Codification
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TITLE 1
ADMINISTRATION, OFFICERS, AND PERSONNEL1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

GOVERNING BODY.
MAYOR.
RECORDER.
POLICE AND ARREST.
CITY COURT.
WORKHOUSE.
CHAPTER 1
GOVERNING BODY

SECTION
1-101. Time and place of regular meetings.
1-102. Order of business.
1-103. General rules of order.
1-104. Adoption of ordinances.
1-101. Time and place of regular meetings. The governing body shall
hold regular monthly meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month
at the city hall.
1-102. Order of business. At each meeting of the governing body, the
following regular order of business shall be observed unless dispensed with by
a majority vote of the members present:
(1)
Call to order by the mayor.
(2)
Roll call by the recorder.
(3)
Reading of minutes of the previous meeting by the recorder and
approval or correction.
(4)
Grievances from citizens.
(5)
Communications from the mayor.
(6)
Reports from committees, aldermen, and other officers.
(7)
Old business.
(8)
New business.

1

For other provisions relating to administration, officers, and personnel, see
the charter and/or the appropriate related title in this code. For example, for
provisions relating to the organization of the fire department, see title 7; for
provisions relating to the administration of utilities, see title 13.
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(9)

Adjournment.

1-103. General rules of order. The rules of order and parliamentary
procedure contained in Robert's Rules of Order, Revised, shall govern the
transaction of business by and before the governing body at its meetings in all
cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with
provisions of the charter or this code.
1-104. Adoption of ordinances. Each ordinance shall be read and adopted
on two (2) different days in open sessions of the board and not less than one (1)
week shall elapse between first and second readings. An ordinance shall be
effective upon its second reading and adoption unless a later date is specified in
the ordinance.
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CHAPTER 2
MAYOR
SECTION
1-201. Generally supervises municipality's affairs.
1-202. Executes municipality's contracts.
1-201. Generally supervises municipality's affairs. The mayor shall have
general supervision of all municipal affairs and may require such reports from
the officers and employees as he may reasonably deem necessary to carry out his
executive responsibilities.
1-202. Executes municipality's contracts. The mayor shall execute all
contracts as authorized by the governing body.
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CHAPTER 3
RECORDER
SECTION
1-301. To be bonded.
1-302. To keep minutes, etc.
1-303. To perform general administrative duties, etc.
1-301. To be bonded. The recorder shall be bonded in such sum as may
be fixed by, and with such surety as may be acceptable to, the governing body.
1-302. To keep minutes, etc. The recorder shall keep the minutes of all
meetings of the governing body and shall preserve the original copy of all
ordinances in a separate ordinance book.
1-303. To perform general administrative duties, etc. The recorder shall
perform all administrative duties for the governing body and for the
municipality which are not assigned by the charter, this code, or the governing
body to another corporate officer. He or she shall also have custody of and be
responsible for maintaining all corporate bonds, records, and papers in such
fireproof vault or safe as the municipality shall provide.
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CHAPTER 4
POLICE AND ARREST1
SECTION
1-401. Policemen subject to chief's orders.
1-402. Policemen to preserve law and order, etc.
1-403. Policemen to wear uniforms and be armed.
1-404. When policemen to make arrests.
1-405. Policemen may require assistance.
1-406. Disposition of persons arrested.
1-407. Police department records.
1-401. Policemen subject to chief's orders. All policemen shall obey and
comply with such orders and administrative rules and regulations as the police
chief may officially issue. The marshal, as provided for in the charter, shall
serve as chief of police.
1-402. Policemen to preserve law and order, etc. Policemen shall
preserve law and order within the municipality. They shall patrol the
municipality and shall assist the city court during the trial of cases. Policemen
shall also promptly serve any legal process issued by the city court.
1-403. Policemen to wear uniforms and be armed. All policemen shall
wear such uniform and badge as the governing body shall authorize and shall
carry a service pistol and billy club at all times while on duty unless otherwise
expressly directed by the chief for a special assignment.
1-404. When policemen to make arrests. Unless otherwise authorized or
directed in this code or other applicable law, an arrest of the person shall be
made by a policeman in the following cases:
(1)
Whenever he is in possession of a warrant for the arrest of the
person.
(2)
Whenever an offense is committed or a breach of the peace is
threatened in the officer's presence by the person.
(3)
Whenever a felony has in fact been committed and the officer has
reasonable cause to believe the person has committed it.

1

For provisions relating to traffic citations, etc., see title 9, chapter 6, in this
code.
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1-405. Policemen may require assistance. It shall be unlawful for any
person willfully to refuse to aid a policeman in maintaining law and order or in
making a lawful arrest when such person's assistance is requested by the
policeman and is reasonably necessary.
1-406. Disposition of persons arrested. Unless otherwise authorized by
law, when any person is arrested he shall be brought before the city court for
immediate trial or allowed to post bond. When the city judge is not immediately
available or the alleged offender does not post the required bond, he shall be
confined.
1-407. Police department records. The police department shall keep a
comprehensive and detailed daily record, in permanent form, showing:
(1)
All known or reported offenses and/or crimes committed within the
corporate limits.
(2)
All arrests made by policemen.
(3)
All police investigations made, funerals convoyed, fire calls
answered, and other miscellaneous activities of the police department.
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CHAPTER 5
CITY COURT
SECTION
1-501. City judge.
1-502. Maintenance of docket.
1-503. Issuance of arrest warrants.
1-504. Issuance of summonses.
1-505. Issuance of subpoenas.
1-506. Trial and disposition of cases.
1-507. Appearance bonds authorized.
1-508. Imposition of fines, penalties, and costs.
1-509. Appeals.
1-510. Bond amounts, conditions, and forms.
1-511. Disposition and report of fines, penalties, and costs.
1-512. Disturbance of proceedings.
1-501. City judge. The officer designated by the charter to handle judicial
matters within the municipality shall preside over the city court and shall be
known as the city judge.1
1-502. Maintenance of docket. The city judge shall keep a complete
docket of all matters coming before him in his judicial capacity. The docket
shall include for each defendant such information as his name; warrant and/or
summons numbers; alleged offense; disposition; fines, penalties, and costs
imposed and whether collected; whether committed to workhouse; and all other
information which may be relevant.
1-503. Issuance of arrest warrants.2 The city judge shall have the power
to issue warrants for the arrest of persons charged with violating municipal
ordinances.
1-504. Issuance of summonses. When a complaint of an alleged
ordinance violation is made to the city judge, the judge may in his discretion, in
lieu of issuing an arrest warrant, issue a summons ordering the alleged offender

1

See the charter as set out in the front of this code, particularly pages
15--19.
2

See the Tennessee Code Annotated, title 40, chapter 6, for authority to
issue search warrants.

1-8
personally to appear before the city court at a time specified therein to answer
to the charges against him. The summons shall contain a brief description of
the offense charged but need not set out verbatim the provisions of the
ordinance alleged to have been violated. Upon failure of any person to appear
before the city court as commanded in a summons lawfully served on him, the
cause may be proceeded with ex parte, and the judgment of the court shall be
valid and binding subject to the defendant's right of appeal.
1-505. Issuance of subpoenas. The city judge may subpoena as witnesses
all persons whose testimony he believes will be relevant and material to matters
coming before his court, and it shall be unlawful for any person lawfully served
with such a subpoena to fail or neglect to comply therewith.
1-506. Trial and disposition of cases. Every person charged with
violating a municipal ordinance shall be entitled to an immediate trial and
disposition of his case, provided the city court is in session or the city judge is
reasonably available. However, the provisions of this section shall not apply
when the alleged offender, by reason of drunkenness or other incapacity, is not
in a proper condition or is not able to appear before the court.
1-507. Appearance bonds authorized. When the city judge is not
available or when an alleged offender requests and has reasonable grounds for
a delay in the trial of his case, he may, in lieu of remaining in jail pending
disposition of his case, be allowed to post an appearance bond with the city judge
or, in the absence of the judge, with the ranking police officer on duty at the
time, provided such alleged offender is not drunk or otherwise in need of
protective custody.
1-508. Imposition of fines, penalties, and costs. All fines, penalties, and
costs shall be imposed and recorded by the city judge on the city court docket in
open court.
In all cases heard or determined by him, the city judge shall tax in the bill
of costs the same amounts and for the same items allowed in courts of general
sessions1 for similar work in state cases.
1-509. Appeals. Any defendant who is dissatisfied with any judgment of
the city court against him may, within ten (10) days2 next after such judgment

1

See section 8-21-401, Tennessee Code Annotated.

2

See section 27-5-101, Tennessee Code Annotated.

1-9
is rendered, appeal to the next term of the circuit court upon posting a proper
appeal bond.
1-510. Bond amounts, conditions, and forms. An appearance bond in any
case before the city court shall be in such amount as the city judge shall
prescribe and shall be conditioned that the defendant shall appear for trial
before the city court at the stated time and place. An appeal bond in any case
shall be in the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) and shall be
conditioned that if the circuit court shall find against the appellant the fine or
penalty and all costs of the trial and appeal shall be promptly paid by the
defendant and/or his sureties. An appearance or appeal bond in any case may
be made in the form of a cash deposit or by any corporate surety company
authorized to do business in Tennessee or by two (2) private persons who
individually own real property within the county. No other type bond shall be
acceptable.
1-511. Disposition and report of fines, penalties, and costs. All funds
coming into the hands of the city judge in the form of fines, penalties, costs, and
forfeitures shall be recorded by him and paid over daily to the municipality. At
the end of each month he shall submit to the governing body a report accounting
for the collection or noncollection of all fines, penalties, and costs imposed by his
court during the current month and to date for the current fiscal year.
1-512. Disturbance of proceedings. It shall be unlawful for any person
to create any disturbance of any trial before the city court by making loud or
unusual noises, by using indecorous, profane, or blasphemous language, or by
any distracting conduct whatsoever.
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CHAPTER 6
WORKHOUSE

SECTION
1-601. County workhouse to be used.
1-602. Inmates to be worked.
1-603. Compensation of inmates.
1-601. County workhouse to be used. The county workhouse is hereby
designated as the municipal workhouse, subject to such contractual
arrangement as may be worked out with the county.
1-602. Inmates to be worked. All persons committed to the workhouse,
to the extent that their physical condition permits, shall be required to perform
such public work or labor as may be lawfully prescribed for the county prisoners.
1-603. Compensation of inmates. Each workhouse inmate shall be
allowed five dollars ($5.00) per day as credit toward payment of the fines
assessed against him.1

1

See section 40-24-104, Tennessee Code Annotated.
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TITLE 2
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES1
CHAPTER
1. INTOXICATING LIQUORS.
2. BEER.
CHAPTER 1
INTOXICATING LIQUORS
SECTION
2-101. Prohibited generally.
2-101. Prohibited generally. Except as authorized by applicable laws2
and/or ordinances, it shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, receive,
possess, store, transport, sell, furnish, or solicit orders for, any intoxicating
liquor within this municipality. "Intoxicating liquor" shall be defined to include
whiskey, wine, "home brew," "moonshine," and all other intoxicating, spirituous,
vinous, or malt liquors and beers which contain more than five percent (5%) of
alcohol by weight.

1

For provisions prohibiting drinking beer, etc., on the streets, etc., see §
10-229 in this code.
For general provisions in the state law, see title 57 of the Tennessee Code
Annotated.
2

See particularly title 39, chapter 6, part 9, of the Tennessee Code
Annotated.
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CHAPTER 2
BEER1
SECTION
2-201. Business prohibited.
2-201. Business prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell,
store for sale, distribute for sale, or to manufacture beer within the corporate
limits of the town. (ord. No. 62, modified)

1

For a leading case in Tennessee on a municipality's authority to regulate
beer, see the 1947 Tennessee Supreme Court decision in Grubb et al. v. Mayor
and Aldermen of Morristown et al., 185 Tenn. 114, 203 S.W.2d 593.
For provisions prohibiting drinking beer on streets, etc., see § 10-229 in
this code.
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TITLE 3
ANIMALS AND FOWLS
CHAPTER
1. IN GENERAL.
CHAPTER 1
IN GENERAL
SECTION
3-101. Running at large prohibited.
3-102. Keeping near a residence or business restricted.
3-103. Pen or enclosure to be kept clean.
3-104. Adequate food, water, and shelter, etc., to be provided.
3-105. Keeping in such manner as to become a nuisance prohibited.
3-106. Cruel treatment prohibited.
3-107. Seizure and disposition of animals.
3-108. Hogs prohibited.
3-109. Inspections of premises.
3-101. Running at large prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person
owning or being in charge of any cows, sheep, horses, mules, goats, or any
chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, or other domestic fowl, cattle, or livestock,
knowingly or negligently to permit any of them to run at large in any street,
alley, or unenclosed lot within the corporate limits. (ord. No. 34, modified)
3-102. Keeping near a residence or business restricted. No person shall
keep any animal or fowl enumerated in the preceding section within one
thousand (1,000) feet of any residence, place of business, or public street without
a permit from the health officer. The health officer shall issue a permit only
when in his sound judgment the keeping of such an animal in a yard or building
under the circumstances as set forth in the application for the permit will not
injuriously affect the public health.
3-103. Pen or enclosure to be kept clean. When animals or fowls are kept
within the corporate limits, the building, structure, corral, pen, or enclosure in
which they are kept shall at all times be maintained in a clean and sanitary
condition.
3-104. Adequate food, water, and shelter, etc., to be provided. No animal
or fowl shall be kept or confined in any place where the food, water, shelter, and
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ventilation are not adequate and sufficient for the preservation of its health and
safety.
All feed shall be stored and kept in a rat-proof and fly-tight building, box,
or receptacle.
3-105. Keeping in such manner as to become a nuisance prohibited. No
animal or fowl shall be kept in such a place or condition as to become a nuisance
because of either noise, odor, contagious disease, or other reason.
3-106. Cruel treatment prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person
to beat or otherwise abuse or injure any dumb animal or fowl. (ord. No. 13,
modified)
3-107. Seizure and disposition of animals. Any animal or fowl found
running at large or otherwise being kept in violation of this chapter may be
seized by the health officer or by any police officer and confined in a pound
provided or designated by the governing body. If the owner is known he shall
be given notice in person, by telephone, or by a postcard addressed to his
last-known mailing address. If the owner is not known or cannot be located, a
notice describing the impounded animal or fowl will be posted in at least three
(3) public places within the corporate limits. In either case the notice shall state
that the impounded animal or fowl must be claimed within five (5) days by
paying the pound costs or the same will be humanely destroyed or sold. If not
claimed by the owner, the animal or fowl shall be sold or humanely destroyed,
or it may otherwise be disposed of as authorized by the governing body.
The pound keeper shall collect from each person claiming an impounded
animal or fowl reasonable fees, in accordance with a schedule approved by the
governing body, to cover the costs of impoundment and maintenance. (ord. No.
34, modified)
3-108. Hogs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or
corporation to keep hogs or swine within the corporate limits. (ord. No. 77)
3-109. Inspections of premises. For the purpose of making inspections
to insure compliance with the provisions of this chapter, the health officer, or his
authorized representative, shall be authorized to enter, at any reasonable time,
any premises where he has reasonable cause to believe an animal or fowl is
being kept in violation of this chapter.
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TITLE 4
BUILDING, UTILITY, AND HOUSING CODES 1
(This title is reserved for future use)

1

For related provisions in this code see title 8, "Health and Sanitation"; title
12, "Streets and Other Public Ways and Places"; and title 13, "Utilities and
Services."
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TITLE 5
BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONS, AND OCCUPATIONS1
(This title is reserved for future use)

1

For privilege tax provisions in this code, see title 6; for health and
sanitation regulations with respect to certain businesses such as junk yards,
etc., see title 8; and for restrictions on posting notices or advertisements and
making noise to attract attention, see title 10.
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TITLE 6
FINANCE AND TAXATION
CHAPTER
1. REAL PROPERTY TAXES.
2. PRIVILEGE TAXES.
CHAPTER 1
REAL PROPERTY TAXES1
SECTION
6-101. When due and payable.
6-102. When delinquent--penalty and interest.
6-101. When due and payable. Taxes levied by the municipality against
real property shall become due and payable annually on the date fixed in the
charter.
6-102. When delinquent--penalty and interest. All real property taxes
shall become delinquent on and after the delinquency date fixed in the charter
and shall thereupon be subject to such penalty and/or interest as is authorized
and prescribed by the charter and/or state law.

1

See also the charter, particularly section 14.
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CHAPTER 2
REAL PROPERTY TAXES
SECTION
6-201. Tax levied.
6-202. License required.
6-201. Tax levied. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this code,
there is hereby levied on all vocations, occupations, and businesses declared by
the general laws of the state to be privileges taxable by municipalities, an
annual privilege tax in the maximum amount allowed by said state laws. The
taxes provided for in the state's "Business Tax Act" (title 67, chapter 58,
Tennessee Code Annotated) are hereby expressly enacted, ordained, and levied
on the businesses, business activities, vocations, and occupations carried on
within the municipality at the rates and in the manner prescribed by the said
act. (ord. No. 69, modified)
6-202. License required. No person shall exercise any such privilege
within the municipality without a currently effective privilege license, which
shall be issued by the recorder to each applicant therefor upon such applicant's
payment of the appropriate privilege tax. (ord. No. 25, modified)
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TITLE 7
FIRE PROTECTION, FIREWORKS, AND EXPLOSIVES
CHAPTER
1. MISCELLANEOUS.
2. VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT.
CHAPTER 1
MISCELLANEOUS
SECTION
7-101. Use of fireworks restricted.
7-101. Use of fireworks restricted. It shall be unlawful for any person to
shoot fireworks on any public street or sidewalk, in or on any other public
property, or on the premises of any church or cemetery. Exceptions may be
made by the chief of the fire department for public fireworks displays to be
conducted under his control and supervision so as to provide for the safety of the
public. (ord. No. 57, modified)
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CHAPTER 2
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT1
SECTION
7-201. Establishment, equipment, and membership.
7-202. Objectives.
7-203. Organization, rules, and regulations.
7-204. Records and reports.
7-205. Tenure and compensation of members.
7-206. Chief responsible for training and maintenance.
7-207. Equipment to be used only within corporate limits generally.
7-208. Chief to be assistant to state officer.
7-201. Establishment, equipment, and membership. There is hereby
established a volunteer fire department to be supported and equipped from
appropriations by the governing body of the municipality. All apparatus,
equipment, and supplies shall be purchased by or through the municipality and
shall be and remain the property of the municipality. The fire department shall
be composed of a chief appointed by the governing body and such number of
physically-fit subordinate officers and firemen as the chief shall appoint.
7-202. Objectives. The volunteer fire department shall have as its
objectives:
(1)
To prevent uncontrolled fires from starting.
(2)
To prevent the loss of life and property because of fires.
(3)
To confine fires to their places of origin.
(4)
To extinguish uncontrolled fires.
(5)
To prevent loss of life from asphyxiation or drowning.
(6)
To perform such rescue work as its equipment and/or the training
of its personnel makes practicable.
7-203. Organization, rules, and regulations. The chief of the volunteer
fire department shall set up the organization of the department, make definite
assignments to individuals, and shall formulate and enforce such rules and
regulations as shall be necessary for the orderly and efficient operation of the
department.

1

code.

For special privileges with respect to traffic, see title 9, chapter 1, in this
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7-204. Records and reports. The chief of the volunteer fire department
shall keep adequate records of all fires, inspections, apparatus, equipment,
personnel, and work of the department. He shall submit a written report on
such matters to the mayor once each month, and at the end of the year a
detailed annual report shall be made.
7-205. Tenure and compensation of members. The chief shall hold office
so long as his conduct and efficiency are satisfactory to the governing body.
However, so that adequate discipline may be maintained, the chief shall have
the authority to suspend or discharge any other member of the fire department
when he deems such action to be necessary for the good of the department. The
chief may be suspended up to thirty (30) days by the mayor but may be
dismissed only be the governing body.
All personnel of the volunteer fire department shall receive such
compensation for their services as the governing body may from time to time
prescribe.
7-206. Chief responsible for training and maintenance. The chief of the
volunteer fire department shall be fully responsible for the training of the
firemen and for maintenance of all property and equipment of the fire
department. The minimum training shall consist of having the personnel take
the fire apparatus out for practice operations not less than once a month.
7-207. Equipment to be used only within corporate limits generally. No
equipment of the volunteer fire department shall be used for fighting any fire
outside the corporate limits unless such fire is on city owned property or, in the
opinion of the chief of the fire department, is in such hazardous proximity to
property owned by or located within the city as to endanger such city property
or unless expressly authorized in writing by the municipal governing body.
7-208. Chief to be assistant to state officer. Pursuant to requirements of
section 68-17-108 of the Tennessee Code Annotated, the chief of the volunteer
fire department is designated as an assistant to the state commissioner of
insurance and is subject to all the duties and obligations imposed by chapter 17
of title 67 of said Tennessee Code Annotated, and shall be subject to the
directions of the commissioner in the execution of the provisions thereof.
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TITLE 8
HEALTH AND SANITATION1
CHAPTER
1. MISCELLANEOUS.
2. REFUSE.
3. CROSS CONNECTIONS, AUXILIARY INTAKES, ETC.
CHAPTER 1
MISCELLANEOUS
SECTION
8-101. Health officer.
8-102. Adulterated food, drugs, and cosmetics.
8-103. Communicable diseases.
8-104. (Reserved for future use.)
8-105. Smoke, soot, cinders, etc.
8-106. Stagnant water.
8-107. Weeds.
8-108. Dead animals.
8-109. Health and sanitation nuisances.
8-110. Spitting on streets, etc.
8-111. Junk yards.
8-101. Health officer. The "health officer" shall be such municipal,
county, or state officer as the governing body shall appoint or designate to
administer and enforce health and sanitation regulations within the
municipality.
8-102. Adulterated food, drugs, and cosmetics. It shall be unlawful and
a violation of this section for any person to violate within this municipality any
provisions of the state food, drug, and cosmetic laws.
8-103. Communicable diseases. When there exists or is suspected to exist
in any household a communicable disease other than a venereal disease or a

1

For specific health and sanitation provisions elsewhere in this code with
respect to the following, see the references indicated:
(1) Animals and fowls, title 3.
(2) Littering streets, etc., section 12-107.
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common childhood disease, it shall be the duty of any attending physician and
the head or other responsible person in such household possessing knowledge
of the facts to notify immediately the health officer. The health officer shall
thereupon make such investigation and issue such quarantine orders as may
reasonably be necessary to protect the public health. It shall be unlawful for
any person to violate any such orders of the health officer. (ords. No. 21 and 24,
modified)
8-104. (Reserved for future use).
8-105. Smoke, soot, cinders, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to
permit or cause the escape of such quantities of dense smoke, soot, cinders,
noxious acids, fumes, dust, or gases as to be detrimental to or to endanger the
health, comfort, and safety of the public or so as to cause or have a tendency to
cause injury or damage to property or business.
8-106. Stagnant water. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to
allow any pool of stagnant water to accumulate and stand on his property
without treating it so as effectively to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes.
8-107. Weeds. Every owner or tenant of property shall periodically cut
the grass and other vegetation commonly recognized as weeds on his property,
and it shall be unlawful for any person to fail to comply with an order by the city
recorder or chief of police to cut such vegetation when it has reached a height of
over one (1) foot.
8-108. Dead animals. Any person owning or having possession of any
dead animal not intended for use as food shall promptly bury the same or notify
the health officer and dispose of such animal in such manner as the health
officer shall direct.
8-109. Health and sanitation nuisances. It shall be unlawful for any
person to permit any premises owned, occupied, or controlled by him to become
or remain in a filthy condition, or permit the use or occupation of same in such
a manner as to create noxious or offensive smells and odors in connection
therewith, or to allow the accumulation or creation of unwholesome and
offensive matter or the breeding of flies, rodents, or other vermin on the
premises to the menace of the public health or the annoyance of people residing
within the vicinity. (ord. No. 22, modified)
8-110. Spitting on streets, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to spit
upon any public street or sidewalk or upon the floors or walks of any public
place. (ord. No. 19, modified)
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8-111. Junk yards.1 All junk yards within the corporate limits shall be
operated and maintained subject to the following regulations:
(1)
All junk stored or kept in such yards shall be so kept that it will not
catch and hold water in which mosquitoes may breed and so that it will not
constitute a place or places in which rats, mice, or other vermin may be
harbored, reared, or propagated.
(2)
All such junk yards shall be enclosed within close fitting plank or
metal solid fences touching the ground on the bottom and being not less than six
(6) feet in height, such fence to be built so that it will be impossible for stray cats
and/or stray dogs to have access to such junk yards.
(3)
Such yards shall be so maintained as to be in a sanitary condition
and so as not to be a menace to the public health or safety.

1

The provisions of this section were taken substantially from the Bristol
ordinance upheld by the Tennessee Court of Appeals as being a reasonable and
valid exercise of the police power in the 1961 case of Hagaman v. Slaughter, 49
Tenn. App. 338, 354 S.W.2d 818.
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CHAPTER 2
REFUSE
SECTION
8-201. Refuse defined.
8-202. Premises to be kept clean.
8-203. Storage.
8-204. Location of containers.
8-205. Disturbing containers.
8-206. Collection; fee.
8-207. Collection vehicles.
8-208. Disposal.
8-201. Refuse defined. Refuse shall mean and include garbage, rubbish,
leaves, brush, and refuse as those terms are generally defined except that dead
animals and fowls, body wastes, hot ashes, rocks, concrete, bricks, and similar
materials are expressly excluded therefrom and shall not be stored therewith.
8-202. Premises to be kept clean. All persons within the municipality are
required to keep their premises in a clean and sanitary condition, free from
accumulations of refuse except when stored as provided in this chapter. (ord. No.
74, sec. 1., modified)
8-203. Storage. Each owner, occupant, or other responsible person using
or occupying any building or other premises within this municipality where
refuse accumulates or is likely to accumulate, shall provide and keep covered an
adequate number of refuse containers. The refuse containers shall be strong,
durable, and rodent and insect proof. They shall each have a capacity of not less
than twenty (20) nor more than thirty-two (32) gallons, except that this
maximum capacity shall not apply to larger containers which the municipality
handles mechanically.
Furthermore, except for containers which the
municipality handles mechanically, the combined weight of any refuse container
and its contents shall not exceed seventy-five (75) pounds. No refuse shall be
placed in a refuse container until such refuse has been drained of all free liquids.
(ord. No. 74, sec. 2, modified)
8-204. Location of containers. Where alleys are used by the municipal
refuse collectors, containers shall be placed on or within six (6) feet of the alley
line in such a position as not to intrude upon the traveled portion of the alley.
Where streets are used by the municipal refuse collectors, containers shall be
placed adjacent to and back of the curb, or adjacent to and back of the ditch or
street line if there be no curb, at such times as shall be scheduled by the
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municipality for the collection of refuse therefrom. As soon as practicable after
such containers have been emptied they shall be removed by the owner to
within, or to the rear of, his premises and away from the street line until the
next scheduled time for collection.
8-205. Disturbing containers. No unauthorized person shall uncover,
rifle, pilfer, dig into, turn over, or in any other manner disturb or use any refuse
container belonging to another. This section shall not be construed to prohibit
the use of public refuse containers for their intended purpose. (ord. No. 74, sec.
4, modified)
8-206. Collection; fee. All refuse accumulated within the corporate limits
shall be collected, conveyed, and disposed of under the supervision of such officer
as the governing body shall designate. Collections shall be made regularly in
accordance with an announced schedule and shall be subject to such service fees
as the governing body may from time to time prescribe.
8-207. Collection vehicles. The collection of refuse shall be by means of
vehicles with beds constructed of impervious materials which are easily
cleanable and so constructed that there will be no leakage of liquids draining
from the refuse onto the streets and alleys. Furthermore, all refuse collection
vehicles shall utilize closed beds or such coverings as will effectively prevent the
scattering of refuse over the streets or alleys.
8-208. Disposal. The disposal of refuse in any quantity by any person in
any place, public or private, other than at the site or sites designated for refuse
disposal by the governing body is expressly prohibited. (ord. No. 74, sec. 5,
modified)

8-6
CHAPTER 3
CROSS CONNECTIONS, AUXILIARY INTAKES, ETC.1
SECTION
8-301. Definitions.
8-302. Standards.
8-303. Construction, operation, and supervision.
8-304. Statement required.
8-305. Inspections required.
8-306. Right of entry for inspections.
8-307. Correction of existing violations.
8-308. Use of protective devices.
8-309. Unpotable water to be labeled.
8-310. Violations.
8-301. Definitions. The following definitions and terms shall apply in the
interpretation and enforcement of this chapter:
(1)
Public water supply. The waterworks system furnishing water to
the municipality for general use and which supply is recognized as the public
water supply by the Tennessee Department of Public Health.
(2)
Cross connection. Any physical connection whereby the public
water supply is connected with any other water supply system, whether public
or private, either inside or outside of any building or buildings, in such manner
that a flow of water into the public water supply is possible either through the
manipulation of valves or because of any other arrangement.
(3)
Auxiliary intake. Any piping connection or other device whereby
water may be secured from a source other than that normally used.
(4)
Bypass. Any system of piping or other arrangement whereby the
water may be diverted around any part or portion of a water purification plant.
(5)
Interconnection. Any system of piping or other arrangement
whereby the public water supply is connected directly with a sewer, drain,
conduit, pool, storage reservoir, or other device which does or may contain
sewage or other waste or liquid which would be capable of imparting
contamination to the public water supply.

1

The regulations in this chapter are recommended by the Tennessee
Department of Public Health for adoption by cities.
See title 13 for provisions providing for the administration of the water
and sewer system.
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(6)
Person. Any and all persons, natural or artificial, including any
individual, firm, or association, and any municipal or private corporation
organized or existing under the laws of this or any other state or country. (ord.
No. 56, modified)
8-302. Standards. The municipal public water supply is to comply with
sections 68-13-101 and 68-13-104 of the Tennessee Code Annotated, as well as
the Rules and Regulations for Public Water Supplies, legally adopted in
accordance with this code, which pertain to cross connections, auxiliary intakes,
bypasses, and interconnections, and establish an effective ongoing program to
control these undesirable water uses. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-303. Construction, operation, and supervision. It shall be unlawful for
any person to cause a cross connection to be made, or allow one to exist for any
purpose whatsoever, unless the construction and operation of same have been
approved by the Tennessee Department of Public Health and the operation of
such cross connection, auxiliary intake, bypass or interconnection is at all times
under the direct supervision of the superintendent of the waterworks of the
municipality. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-304. Statement required. Any person whose premises are supplied
with water from the public water supply and who also has on the same premises
a separate source of water supply, or stores water in an uncovered or unsanitary
storage reservoir from which the water stored therein is circulated through a
piping system, shall file with the superintendent of the waterworks a statement
of the non-existence of unapproved or unauthorized cross connections, auxiliary
intakes, bypasses, or interconnections. Such statement shall also contain an
agreement that no cross connection, auxiliary intake, bypass, or interconnection
will be permitted upon the premises. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-305. Inspections required. It shall be the duty of the superintendent
of the waterworks to cause inspections to be made of all properties served by the
public water supply where cross connections with the public water supply are
deemed possible. The frequency of inspections and reinspections, based on
potential health hazards involved, shall be established by the superintendent
of the waterworks and as approved by the Tennessee Department of Public
Health. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-306. Right of entry for inspections. The superintendent of the
waterworks or his authorized representative shall have the right to enter, at any
reasonable time, any property served by a connection to the public water supply
for the purpose of inspecting the piping system or systems therein for cross
connections, auxiliary intakes, bypasses, or interconnections. On request, the
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owner, lessee, or occupant of any property so served shall furnish to the
inspection agency any pertinent information regarding the piping system or
systems on such property. The refusal of such information or refusal of access,
when requested, shall be deemed evidence of the presence of cross connections.
(ord. No. 56, modified)
8-307. Correction of existing violations. Any person who now has cross
connections, auxiliary intakes, bypasses, or interconnections in violation of the
provisions of this chapter shall be allowed a reasonable time within which to
comply with the provisions of this chapter. After a thorough investigation of
existing conditions and an appraisal of the time required to complete the work,
the amount of time shall be designated by the superintendent of the
waterworks.
The failure to correct conditions threatening the safety of the public water
system as prohibited by this chapter and the Tennessee Code Annotated, section
68-13-104, within a reasonable time and within the time limits set by the
superintendent of the waterworks shall be grounds for denial of water service.
If proper protection has not been provided after a reasonable time, the utility
shall give the customer legal notification that water service is to be discontinued
and shall physically separate the public water supply from the customer's
on-site piping system in such a manner that the two systems cannot again be
connected by an unauthorized person.
Where cross connections, interconnections, auxiliary intakes, or bypasses
are found that constitute an extreme hazard of immediate concern of
contaminating the public water system, the management of the water supply
shall require that immediate corrective action be taken to eliminate the threat
to the public water system. Immediate steps shall be taken to disconnect the
public water supply from the on-site piping system unless the imminent
hazard(s) is (are) corrected immediately. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-308. Use of protective devices. Where the nature of use of the water
supplied a premises by the water department is such that it is deemed (a)
impractical to provide an effective air-gap separation, (b) that the owner and/or
occupant of the premises cannot, or is not willing, to demonstrate to the official
in charge of the water supply, or his designated representative, that the water
use and protective features of the plumbing are such as to propose no threat to
the safety or potability of the water supply, (c) that the nature and mode of
operation within a premises are such that frequent alterations are made to the
plumbing, (d) there is a likelihood that protective measures may be subverted,
altered, or disconnected, the superintendent of the waterworks of the
municipality or his designated representative, shall require the use of an
approved protective device on the service line serving the premises to assure
that any contamination that may originate in the customer's premises is
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contained therein. The protective device shall be a reduced pressure zone type
backflow preventer approved by the Tennessee Department of Public Health as
to manufacture, model, and size. The method of installation of backflow
protective devices shall be approved by the superintendent of the waterworks
prior to installation and shall comply with the criteria set forth by the
Tennessee Department of Public Health. The installation shall be at the
expense of the owner or occupant of the premises.
Personnel of the municipal public water supply shall have the right to
inspect and test the device or devices on an annual basis or whenever deemed
necessary by the superintendent of the waterworks or his designated
representative. Water service shall not be disrupted to test the device without
the knowledge of the occupant of the premises.
Where the use of water is critical to the continuance of normal operations
or protection of life, property, or equipment, duplicate units shall be provided to
avoid the necessity of discontinuing water service to test or repair the protective
device or devices. Where it is found that only one unit has been installed and
the continuance of service is critical, the superintendent of the waterworks shall
notify, in writing, the occupant of the premises of plans to discontinue water
service and arrange for a mutually acceptable time to test and/or repair the
device. The superintendent shall require the occupant of the premises to make
all repairs indicated promptly, to keep the unit(s) working properly, and the
expense of such repairs shall be borne by the owner or occupant of the premises.
Repairs shall be made by qualified personnel acceptable to the superintendent
of the waterworks.
The failure to maintain backflow prevention devices in proper working
order shall be grounds for discontinuing water service to a premises. Likewise,
the removal, bypassing, or altering of the protective devices or the installation
thereof so as to render the devices ineffective shall constitute grounds for
discontinuance of water service. Water service to such premises shall not be
restored until the customer has corrected or eliminated such conditions or
defects to the satisfaction of the superintendent of the waterworks. (ord. No. 56,
modified)
8-309. Unpotable water to be labeled. In order that the potable water
supply made available to premises served by the public water supply shall be
protected from possible contamination as specified herein, any water outlet
which could be used for potable or domestic purposes and which is not supplied
by the potable system must be labeled in a conspicuous manner as:
WATER UNSAFE
FOR DRINKING
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The minimum acceptable sign shall have black letters at least one-inch high
located on a red background. (ord. No. 56, modified)
8-310. Violations. The requirements contained herein shall apply to all
premises served by the municipal water system whether located inside or
outside the corporate limits and are hereby made a part of the conditions
required to be met for the municipality to provide water services to any
premises. Such action, being essential for the protection of the water
distribution system against the entrance of contamination which may render the
water unsafe healthwise, or otherwise undesirable, shall be enforced rigidly
without regard to location of the premises, whether inside or outside the
corporate limits.
Any person who neglects or refuses to comply with any of the provisions
of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction
therefor, shall be fined under the general penalty clause for this municipal code
of ordinances. (ord. No. 56, modified)
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TITLE 9
MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC1
CHAPTER
1. MISCELLANEOUS.
2. SPEED LIMITS.
3. TURNING MOVEMENTS.
4. STOPPING AND YIELDING.
5. PARKING.
6. ENFORCEMENT.
CHAPTER 1
MISCELLANEOUS
SECTION
9-101. Motor vehicle requirements.
9-102. Authorized emergency vehicles defined.
9-103. Operation of authorized emergency vehicles.
9-104. Following emergency vehicles.
9-105. Running over fire hoses, etc.
9-106. Driving on streets closed for repairs, etc.
9-107. Reckless driving.
9-108. Driving under the influence.
9-109. (Reserved for future use)
9-110. Unlaned streets.
9-111. Laned streets.
9-112. Yellow lines.
9-113. Miscellaneous traffic-control signs, etc.
9-114. General requirements for traffic-control signs, etc.
9-115. Unauthorized traffic-control signs, etc.
9-116. Presumption with respect to traffic-control signs, etc.
9-117. (Reserved for future use)
9-118. Driving through funerals or other processions.
9-119. Damaging pavements.
9-120. Clinging to vehicles in motion.
9-121. Riding on outside of vehicles.
9-122. Backing vehicles.

1

For other provisions relating to streets, alleys, sidewalks, and rights of
way, see title 12 in this code.
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9-123.
9-124.
9-125.
9-126.
9-127.

Projections from the rear of vehicles.
Causing unnecessary noise.
Vehicles and operators to be licensed.
Passing.
Bicycle riders, etc.

9-101. Motor vehicle requirements. It shall be unlawful for any person
to operate any motor vehicle within the corporate limits unless such vehicle is
equipped with properly operating muffler, lights, brakes, horn, and such other
equipment as is prescribed and required by chapter 9, title 55, of the Tennessee
Code Annotated. (ord. No. 71, modified)
9-102. Authorized emergency vehicles defined. Authorized emergency
vehicles shall be fire department vehicles, police vehicles, and such ambulances
and other emergency vehicles as are designated by the chief of police.
9-103. Operation of authorized emergency vehicles.1 (1) The driver of an
authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, or when
in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or when responding
to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth
in this section, subject to the conditions herein stated.
(2)
The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may park or stand,
irrespective of the provisions of this title; proceed past a red or stop signal or
stop sign, but only after slowing down to ascertain that the intersection is clear;
exceed the maximum speed limit and disregard regulations governing direction
of movement or turning in specified directions so long as he does not endanger
life or property.
(3)
The exemptions herein granted for an authorized emergency
vehicle shall apply only when the driver of any such vehicle while in motion
sounds an audible signal by bell, siren, or exhaust whistle and when the vehicle
is equipped with at least one (1) lighted lamp displaying a red light visible
under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of
such vehicle, except that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a
policevehicle need not be equipped with or display a red light visible from in
front of the vehicle.
(4)
The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an
authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from the
consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.

1

See section 9-401 in this code for provisions with respect to the operation
of other vehicles upon the approach of emergency vehicles.
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9-104. Following emergency vehicles. No driver of any vehicle shall
follow any authorized emergency vehicle apparently traveling in response to an
emergency call closer than five hundred (500) feet or drive or park any vehicle
within the block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm.
9-105. Running over fire hoses, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person
to drive over any hose lines or other equipment of the fire department except in
obedience to the direction of a fireman or policeman.
9-106. Driving on streets closed for repairs, etc. Except for necessary
access to property abutting thereon, no motor vehicle shall be driven upon any
street that is barricaded or closed for repairs or other lawful purpose.
9-107. Reckless driving. Irrespective of the posted speed limit, no person,
including operators of emergency vehicles, shall drive any vehicle in willful or
wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property.
9-108. Driving under the influence. (See the Tennessee Code Annotated,
sections 55-10-401, 55-10-303, and 55-10-307)
9-109. (Reserved for future use)
9-110. Unlaned streets. (1) Upon all unlaned streets of sufficient width,
a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the street except:
(a)
When lawfully overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction.
(b)
When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic while
under construction or repair.
(c)
Upon a roadway designated and signposted by the
municipality for one-way traffic.
(2)
All vehicles proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic at
the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven as
close as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or
when preparing for a left turn.
9-111. Laned streets. On streets marked with traffic lanes, it shall be
unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to fail or refuse to keep his vehicle
within the boundaries of the proper lane for his direction of travel except when
lawfully passing another vehicle or preparatory to making a lawful turning
movement.
On two (2) lane and three (3) lane streets, the proper lane for travel shall
be the right hand lane unless otherwise clearly marked. On streets with four
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(4) or more lanes, either of the right hand lanes shall be available for use except
that traffic moving at less than the normal rate of speed shall use the extreme
right hand lane. On one-way streets either lane may be lawfully used in the
absence of markings to the contrary.
9-112. Yellow lines. On streets with a yellow line placed to the right of
any lane line or center line, such yellow line shall designate a no-passing zone,
and no operator shall drive his vehicle or any part thereof across or to the left
of such yellow line except when necessary to make a lawful left turn from such
street.
9-113. Miscellaneous traffic-control signs, etc.1 It shall be unlawful for
any pedestrian or the operator of any vehicle to violate or fail to comply with any
traffic-control sign, signal, marking, or device placed or erected by the state or
the municipality unless otherwise directed by a police officer.
It shall be unlawful for any pedestrian or the operator of any vehicle
willfully to violate or fail to comply with the reasonable directions of any police
officer.
9-114.
General requirements for traffic-control signs, etc.
All
traffic-control signs, signals, markings, and devices shall conform to the latest
revision of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and
Highways,2 published by the U. S. Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration, and shall, so far as practicable, be uniform as to type
and location throughout the municipality. This section shall not be construed as
being mandatory but is merely directive.
9-115. Unauthorized traffic-control signs, etc. No person shall place,
maintain, or display upon or in view of any street, any unauthorized sign,
signal, marking, or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles
an official traffic-control sign, signal, marking, or device or railroad sign or
signal, or which attempts to control the movement of traffic or parking of
vehicles, or which hides from view or interferes with the effectiveness of any
official traffic-control sign, signal, marking, or device or any railroad sign or
signal.

1

2

See also sections 9-405--9-409 in this code.

This manual may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, U.
S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.
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9-116. Presumption with respect to traffic-control signs, etc. When a
traffic-control sign, signal, marking, or device has been placed, the presumption
shall be that it is official and that it has been lawfully placed by the proper
authority. All presently installed traffic-control signs, signals, markings, and
devices are hereby expressly authorized, ratified, approved, and made official.
9-117. (Reserved for future use)
9-118. Driving through funerals or other processions. Except when
otherwise directed by a police officer, no driver of a vehicle shall drive between
the vehicles comprising a funeral or other authorized procession while they are
in motion and when such vehicles are conspicuously designated.
9-119. Damaging pavements. No person shall operate or cause to be
operated upon any street of the municipality any vehicle, motor propelled or
otherwise, which by reason of its weight or the character of its wheels, tires, or
track is likely to damage the surface or foundation of the street.
9-120. Clinging to vehicles in motion. It shall be unlawful for any person
traveling upon any bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates, or any other
vehicle to cling to, or attach himself or his vehicle to any other moving vehicle
upon any street, alley, or other public way or place.
9-121. Riding on outside of vehicles. It shall be unlawful for any person
to ride, or for the owner or operator of any motor vehicle being operated on a
street, alley, or other public way or place to permit any person to ride on any
portion of such vehicle not designed or intended for the use of passengers. This
section shall not apply to persons engaged in the necessary discharge of lawful
duties nor to persons riding in the load-carrying space of trucks. (ord. No. 29,
modified)
9-122. Backing vehicles. The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same
unless such movement can be made with reasonable safety and without
interfering with other traffic.
9-123. Projections from the rear of vehicles. Whenever the load or any
projecting portion of any vehicle shall extend beyond the rear of the bed or body
thereof, the operator shall display at the end of such load or projection, in such
position as to be clearly visible from the rear of such vehicle, a red flag being not
less than twelve (12) inches square. Between one-half () hour after sunset and
one-half () hour before sunrise, there shall be displayed in place of the flag a red
light plainly visible under normal atmospheric conditions at least two hundred
(200) feet from the rear of such vehicle.
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9-124. Causing unnecessary noise. It shall be unlawful for any person
to cause unnecessary noise by unnecessarily sounding the horn, "racing" the
motor, or causing the "screeching" or "squealing" of the tires on any motor
vehicle. (ord. No. 71, modified)
9-125. Vehicles and operators to be licensed. It shall be unlawful for any
person to operate a motor vehicle in violation of the "Tennessee Motor Vehicle
Title and Registration Law" or the "Uniform Motor Vehicle Operators' and
Chauffeurs' License Law."
9-126. Passing. Except when overtaking and passing on the right is
permitted, the driver of a vehicle passing another vehicle proceeding in the same
direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again
drive to the right side of the street until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle.
The driver of the overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the
overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his
vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.
When the street is wide enough, the driver of a vehicle may overtake and
pass upon the right of another vehicle which is making or about to make a left
turn.
The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding
in the same direction either upon the left or upon the right on a street of
sufficient width for four (4) or more lanes of moving traffic when such movement
can be made in safety.
No person shall drive off the pavement or upon the shoulder of the street
in overtaking or passing on the right.
When any vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an intersection
to permit a pedestrian to cross the street, no operator of any other vehicle
approaching from the rear shall overtake and pass such stopped vehicle.
No vehicle operator shall attempt to pass another vehicle proceeding in
the same direction unless he can see that the way ahead is sufficiently clear and
unobstructed to enable him to make the movement in safety.
9-127. Bicycle riders, etc. Every person riding or operating a bicycle,
motorcycle, or motor driven cycle shall be subject to the provisions of all traffic
ordinances, rules, and regulations of the city applicable to the driver or operator
of other vehicles except as to those provisions which by their nature can have no
application to bicycles, motorcycles, or motor driven cycles.
No person operating or riding a bicycle, motorcycle, or motor driven cycle
shall ride other than upon or astride the permanent and regular seat attached
thereto, nor shall the operator carry any other person upon such vehicle other
than upon a firmly attached and regular seat thereon.
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No bicycle, motorcycle, or motor driven cycle shall be used to carry more
persons at one time than the number for which it is designed and equipped.
No person operating a bicycle, motorcycle, or motor driven cycle shall
carry any package, bundle, or article which prevents the rider from keeping both
hands upon the handlebar.
No person under the age of sixteen (16) years shall operate any
motorcycle or motor driven cycle while any other person is a passenger upon
said motor vehicle.
All motorcycles and motor driven cycles operated on public ways within
the corporate limits shall be equipped with crash bars approved by the state's
commissioner of safety.
Each driver of a motorcycle or motor driven cycle and any passenger
thereon shall be required to wear on his head a crash helmet of a type approved
by the state's commissioner of safety.
Every motorcycle or motor driven cycle operated upon any public way
within the corporate limits shall be equipped with a windshield of a type
approved by the state's commissioner of safety or, in the alternative, the
operator and any passenger on any such motorcycle or motor driven cycle shall
be required to wear safety goggles of a type approved by the state's
commissioner of safety for the purpose of preventing any flying object from
striking the operator or any passenger in the eyes.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride on any vehicle in
violation of this section, and it shall also be unlawful for any parent or guardian
knowingly to permit any minor to operate a motorcycle or motor driven cycle in
violation of this section.
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CHAPTER 2
SPEED LIMITS
SECTION
9-201. In general.
9-202. At intersections.
9-203. (Reserved for future use)
9-204. In congested areas.
9-201. In general. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or drive
a motor vehicle upon any highway or street at a rate of speed in excess of thirty
(30) miles per hour except where official signs have been posted indicating other
speed limits in which cases the posted speed limit shall apply. (ord. No. 54,
modified)
9-202. At intersections. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or
drive a motor vehicle through any intersection at a rate of speed in excess of
fifteen (15) miles per hour unless such person is driving on a street regulated by
traffic control signals or signs which require traffic to stop or yield on the
intersecting streets.
9-203. (Reserved for future use).
9-204. In congested areas. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate
or drive a motor vehicle through any congested area at a rate of speed in excess
of any posted speed limit when such speed limit has been posted by authority of
the municipality.
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CHAPTER 3
TURNING MOVEMENTS
SECTION
9-301. Generally.
9-302. Right turns.
9-303. Left turns on two-way roadways.
9-304. Left turns on other than two-way roadways.
9-305. U-turns.
9-301. Generally. No person operating a motor vehicle shall make any
turning movement which might affect any pedestrian or the operation of any
other vehicle without first ascertaining that such movement can be made in
safety and signaling his intention in accordance with the requirements of the
state law.1
9-302. Right turns. Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn
shall be made as close as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the
roadway.
9-303. Left turns on two-way roadways. At any intersection where traffic
is permitted to move in both directions on each roadway entering the
intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the
right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the
right of the intersection of the center lines of the two roadways.
9-304. Left turns on other than two-way roadways. At any intersection
where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more of the roadways, the
driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall approach
the intersection in the extreme left hand lane lawfully available to traffic
moving in the direction of travel of such vehicle and after entering the
intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection, as nearly
as practicable, in the left hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in such
direction upon the roadway being entered.
9-305. U-turns. U-turns are prohibited.

1

See section 55-8-143, Tennessee Code Annotated.
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CHAPTER 4
STOPPING AND YIELDING
SECTION
9-401. Upon approach of authorized emergency vehicles.
9-402. When emerging from alleys, etc.
9-403. To prevent obstructing an intersection.
9-404. At railroad crossings.
9-405. At "stop" signs.
9-406. At "yield" signs.
9-407. At traffic-control signals generally.
9-408. At flashing traffic-control signals.
9-409. (Reserved for future use.)
9-410. Stops to be signaled.
9-401. Upon approach of authorized emergency vehicles. Upon the
immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle1 making use of audible
and/or visual signals meeting the requirements of the laws of this state, the
driver of every other vehicle shall immediately drive to a position parallel to,
and as close as possible to, the right hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of
any intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until the authorized
emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police
officer.
9-402. When emerging from alleys, etc. The drivers of all vehicles
emerging from alleys, parking lots, driveways, or buildings shall stop such
vehicles immediately prior to driving onto any sidewalk or street. They shall
not proceed to drive onto the sidewalk or street until they can safely do so
without colliding or interfering with approaching pedestrians or vehicles.
9-403. To prevent obstructing an intersection. No driver shall enter any
intersection or marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the other
side of such intersection or crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle he is operating
without obstructing the passage of traffic in or on the intersecting street or
crosswalk. This provision shall be effective notwithstanding any traffic-control
signal indication to proceed.
9-404. At railroad crossings. Any driver of a vehicle approaching a
railroad grade crossing shall stop within not less than fifteen (15) feet from the

1

See section 9-102 in this code.
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nearest rail of such railroad and shall not proceed further while any of the
following conditions exist:
(1)
A clearly visible electrical or mechanical signal device gives
warning of the approach of a railroad train.
(2)
A crossing gate is lowered or a human flagman signals the
approach of a railroad train.
(3)
A railroad train is approaching within approximately fifteen
hundred (1500) feet of the highway crossing and is emitting an audible signal
indicating its approach.
(4)
An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous
proximity to the crossing.
9-405. At "stop" signs. The driver of a vehicle facing a "stop" sign shall
bring his vehicle to a complete stop immediately before entering the crosswalk
on the near side of the intersection or, if there is no crosswalk, then immediately
before entering the intersection and shall remain standing until he can proceed
through the intersection in safety.
9-406. At "yield" signs. The drivers of all vehicles shall yield the right of
way to approaching vehicles before proceeding at all places where "yield" signs
have been posted.
9-407. At traffic-control signals generally. Traffic-control signals
exhibiting the words "Go," "Caution," or "Stop," or exhibiting different colored
lights successively one at a time, or with arrows, shall show the following colors
only and shall apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as follows:
(1)
Green alone, or "Go":
(a)
Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight
through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits such
turn. But vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall
yield the right of way to within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk
at the time such signal is exhibited.
(b)
Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the
roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.
(2)
Steady yellow alone, or "Caution":
(a)
Vehicular traffic facing the signal is thereby warned that the
red or "Stop" signal will be exhibited immediately thereafter, and such
vehicular traffic shall not enter or be crossing the intersection when the
red or "Stop" signal is exhibited.
(b)
Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway.
(3)
Steady red alone, or "Stop":
(a)
Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering
the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, then before
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entering the intersection and shall remain standing until green or "Go"
is shown alone. Provided, however that generally a right turn on a red
signal shall be permitted at all intersections within the municipality,
provided that the prospective turning car comes to a full and complete
stop before turning and that the turning car yields the right of way to
pedestrians and cross traffic traveling in accordance with their traffic
signal. However, said turn shall not endanger other traffic lawfully using
said intersection. A right turn on red shall be permitted at all
intersections except those clearly marked by a "No Turns On Red" sign,
which may be erected by the municipality at intersections which the
municipality decides require no right turns on red in the interest of traffic
safety.
(b)
Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway.
(4)
Steady red with green arrow:
(a)
Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously enter the
intersection only to make the movement indicated by such arrow but
shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within a crosswalk
and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
(b)
Pedestrians facing such signal shall not enter the roadway.
(5)
In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected and
maintained at a place other than an intersection, the provisions of this section
shall be applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature can have
no application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or marking on the
pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any
such sign or marking the stop shall be made a vehicle length short of the signal.
(ord. No. 53, modified)
9-408. At flashing traffic-control signals. (1) Whenever an illuminated
flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or signal placed or erected
in the municipality it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as follows:
(a)
Flashing red (stop signal). When a red lens is illuminated
with intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before entering
the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line when marked,
or if none, then before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed
shall be at a stop sign.
(b)
Flashing yellow (caution signal). When a yellow lens is
illuminated with intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed
through the intersection or past such signal only with caution.
(2)
This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct
of drivers of vehicles approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by
the rules set forth in section 9-404 of this code.
9-409. (Reserved for future use).
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9-410. Stops to be signaled. No person operating a motor vehicle shall
stop such vehicle, whether in obedience to a traffic sign or signal or otherwise,
without first signaling his intention in accordance with the requirements of the
state law,1 except in an emergency.

1

See section 55-8-143, Tennessee Code Annotated.
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CHAPTER 5
PARKING
SECTION
9-501. Generally.
9-502. Angle parking.
9-503. Occupancy of more than one space.
9-504. Where prohibited.
9-505. Loading and unloading zones.
9-506. Presumption with respect to illegal parking.
9-501. Generally. No person shall leave any motor vehicle unattended
on any street without first setting the brakes thereon, stopping the motor,
removing the ignition key, and turning the front wheels of such vehicle toward
the nearest curb or gutter of the street.
Except as hereinafter provided, every vehicle parked upon a street within
this municipality shall be so parked that its right wheels are approximately
parallel to and within eighteen (18) inches of the right edge or curb of the street.
Notwithstanding anything else in this code to the contrary, no person
shall park or leave a vehicle parked on any public street or alley for more than
seventy-two (72) consecutive hours without the prior approval of the chief of
police.
Furthermore, no person shall wash, grease, or work on any vehicle, except
to make repairs necessitated by an emergency, while such vehicle is parked on
a public street. (ord. No. 14, modified)
9-502. Angle parking. On those streets which have been signed or
marked by the municipality for angle parking, no person shall park or stand a
vehicle other than at the angle indicated by such signs or markings. No person
shall angle park any vehicle which has a trailer attached thereto or which has
a length in excess of twenty-four (24) feet.
9-503. Occupancy of more than one space. No person shall park a vehicle
in any designated parking space so that any part of such vehicle occupies more
than one such space or protrudes beyond the official markings on the street or
curb designating such space unless the vehicle is too large to be parked within
a single designated space. (ord. No. 72, modified)
9-504. Where prohibited. No person shall park a vehicle in violation of
any sign placed or erected by the state or municipality, nor:
(1)
On a sidewalk.
(2)
In front of a public or private driveway.
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(3)
Within an intersection or within fifteen (15) feet thereof.
(4)
Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant.
(5)
Within a pedestrian crosswalk.
(6)
Within fifty (50) feet of a railroad crossing.
(7)
Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station,
and on the side of the street opposite the entrance to any fire station within
seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance.
(8)
Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when
other traffic would be obstructed.
(9)
On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge
or curb of a street.
(10) Upon any bridge.
(11) Alongside any curb painted yellow or red by the municipality. (ord.
No. 72, modified)
9-505. Loading and unloading zones. No person shall park a vehicle for
any purpose or period of time other than for the expeditious loading or
unloading of passengers or merchandise in any place marked by the
municipality as a loading and unloading zone.
9-506. Presumption with respect to illegal parking. When any unoccupied
vehicle is found parked in violation of any provision of this chapter, there shall
be a prima facie presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle is
responsible for such illegal parking.
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CHAPTER 6
ENFORCEMENT
SECTION
9-601. Issuance of traffic citations.
9-602. Failure to obey citation.
9-603. Illegal parking.
9-604. Impoundment of vehicles.
9-605. Disposal of "abandoned motor vehicles."
9-601. Issuance of traffic citations. When a police officer halts a traffic
violator other than for the purpose of giving a warning, and does not take such
person into custody under arrest, he shall take the name, address, and
operator's license number of said person, the license number of the motor vehicle
involved, and such other pertinent information as may be necessary, and shall
issue to him a written traffic citation containing a notice to answer to the charge
against him in the city court at a specified time. The officer, upon receiving the
written promise of the alleged violator to answer as specified in the citation,
shall release such person from custody. It shall be unlawful for any alleged
violator to give false or misleading information as to his name or address.
9-602. Failure to obey citation. It shall be unlawful for any person to
violate his written promise to appear in court after giving said promise to an
officer upon the issuance of a traffic citation, regardless of the disposition of
the charge for which the citation was originally issued.
9-603. Illegal parking. Whenever any motor vehicle without a driver is
found parked or stopped in violation of any of the restrictions imposed by this
code, the officer finding such vehicle shall take its license number and may take
any other information displayed on the vehicle which may identify its user, and
shall conspicuously affix to such vehicle a citation for the driver and/or owner
to answer for the violation within ten (10) days during the hours and at a place
specified in the citation.
The offender may, within ten (10) days, have the charge against him
disposed of by paying to the city recorder a fine of three dollars ($3.00) provided
he waives his right to a judicial hearing. If he appears and waives his right to
a judicial hearing after ten (10) days, but before a warrant for his arrest is
issued, his fine shall be five dollars ($5.00). (ord. No. 72, modified)
9-604. Impoundment of vehicles. Members of the police department are
hereby authorized, when reasonably necessary for the security of the vehicle or
to prevent obstruction of traffic, to remove from the streets and impound any
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vehicle whose operator is arrested or any unattended vehicle which is parked so
as to constitute an obstruction or hazard to normal traffic. Any impounded
vehicle shall be stored until the owner or other person entitled thereto claims
it, gives satisfactory evidence of ownership or right to possession, and pays all
applicable fees and costs, or until it is otherwise lawfully disposed of. The fee
for impounding a vehicle shall be five dollars ($5.00) and the storage cost shall
be one dollar ($1.00) for each twenty-four (24) hour period or fraction thereof
that the vehicle is stored.
9-605. Disposal of "abandoned motor vehicles." "Abandoned motor
vehicles," as defined in section 55-16-103, Tennessee Code Annotated, shall be
impounded and disposed of by the police department in accordance with the
provisions of sections 55-16-103 through 55-16-109, Tennessee Code Annotated.
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TITLE 10
OFFENSES--MISCELLANEOUS1
CHAPTER
1. GENERALLY.
2. ENUMERATED.
CHAPTER 1
GENERALLY
SECTION
10-101. Misdemeanors of the state adopted.
10-101. Misdemeanors of the state2 adopted. All offenses against the
State of Tennessee which are committed within the corporate limits and which
are defined by the state law or are recognized by the Common Law to be
misdemeanors are hereby designated and declared to be offenses against this
municipality also. Any violation of any such law within the corporate limits is
also a violation of this section. (ord. No. 27, modified)

1

For offenses relating to animals and fowls, see title 3 in this code; for
offenses relating to fireworks, see title 7; for offenses relating to health and
sanitation, see title 8; for traffic offenses, see title 9; for non-traffic offenses
relating to streets and sidewalks, see title 12.
2

See sections 39-1-103 and 39-1-104 of the Tennessee Code Annotated for
definitions of "misdemeanor."
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CHAPTER 2
ENUMERATED
SECTION
10-201. Assault and battery.
10-202. Disturbing the peace.
10-203. Disorderly houses.
10-204. Immoral conduct.
10-205. Obscene literature, etc.
10-206. Indecent or improper exposure or dress.
10-207. Window peeping.
10-208. Profanity, etc.
10-209. Escape from custody or confinement.
10-210. Resisting or interfering with city personnel.
10-211. Impersonating a government officer or employee.
10-212. Weapons and firearms generally.
10-213. Air rifles, etc.
10-214. Throwing of missiles.
10-215. Gambling.
10-216. Promotion of gambling.
10-217. False emergency alarms.
10-218. Loitering.
10-219. Prowling.
10-220. Vagrancy.
10-221. Trespassing on trains.
10-222. (Reserved for future use.)
10-223. Abandoned refrigerators, etc.
10-224. Curfew for minors.
10-225. Malicious mischief.
10-226. Trespassing.
10-227. Posting notices, etc.
10-228. Public drunkenness.
10-229. Drinking beer, etc., on streets, etc.
10-230. Coercing people not to work.
10-231. Caves, wells, cisterns, etc.
10-232. Interference with traffic.
10-233. Antinoise regulations.
10-234. Fortune telling, etc.
10-235. Wearing masks.
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10-201. Assault and battery. It shall be unlawful for any person to
commit an assault or an assault and battery upon any person. (ord. No. 3,
modified)
10-202. Disturbing the peace. No person shall disturb, tend to disturb,
or aid in disturbing the peace of others by violent, tumultuous, offensive, or
obstreperous conduct, and no person shall knowingly permit such conduct upon
any premises owned or possessed by him or under his control. (ords. No. 6 and
8, modified)
10-203. Disorderly houses. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep a
disorderly house or house of ill fame for the purpose of prostitution or lewdness
or where drunkenness, quarrelling, fighting, or other breaches of the peace are
carried on or permitted to the disturbance of others. Furthermore, it shall be
unlawful for any person knowingly to visit any such house for the purpose of
engaging in such activities. (ord. No. 12, modified)
10-204. Immoral conduct. No person shall commit, offer, or agree to
commit, nor shall any person secure or offer another for the purpose of
committing, a lewd or adulterous act or an act of prostitution or moral
perversion; nor shall any person knowingly transport or direct or offer to
transport or direct any person to any place or building for the purpose of
committing any lewd act or act of prostitution or moral perversion; nor shall any
person knowingly receive, or offer or agree to receive any person into any place
or building for the purpose of performing a lewd act, or an act of prostitution or
moral perversion, or knowingly permit any person to remain in any place or
building for any such purpose. (ord. No. 10, modified)
10-205. Obscene literature, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to
publish, sell, exhibit, distribute, or possess for the purpose of lending, selling,
or otherwise circulating or exhibiting, any book, pamphlet, ballad, movie film,
filmstrip, phonograph record, or other written, printed, or filmed matter
containing obscene language, prints, pictures, or descriptions manifestly
intended to corrupt the morals.
10-206. Indecent or improper exposure or dress. It shall be unlawful for
any person publicly to appear naked or in any dress not appropriate to his or her
sex, or in any indecent or lewd dress, or otherwise to make any indecent
exposure of his or her person. (ord. No. 10, modified)
10-207. Window peeping. No person shall spy, peer, or peep into any
window of any residence or dwelling premise that he does not occupy, nor shall
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he loiter around or within view of any such window with the intent of watching
or looking through it.
10-208. Profanity, etc. No person shall use any profane, vulgar, or
indecent language in or near any public street or other public place or in or
around any place of business open to the use of the public in general.
10-209. Escape from custody or confinement. It shall be unlawful for any
person under arrest or otherwise in custody of or confined by the municipality
to escape or attempt to escape, or for any other person to assist or encourage
such person to escape or attempt to escape from such custody or confinement.
10-210. Resisting or interfering with city personnel. It shall be unlawful
for any person knowingly to resist or in any way interfere with or attempt to
interfere with any officer or employee of the municipality while such officer or
employee is performing or attempting to perform his municipal duties. (ord. No.
26, modified)
10-211. Impersonating a government officer or employee. No person other
than an official police officer of the municipality shall wear the uniform, apparel,
or badge, or carry any identification card or other insignia of office like or
similar to, or a colorable imitation of that adopted and worn or carried by the
official police officers of the municipality. Furthermore, no person shall
deceitfully impersonate or represent that he is any government officer or
employee.
10-212. Weapons and firearms generally. It shall be unlawful for any
person to carry in any manner whatever, with the intent to go armed, any razor,
dirk, knife, blackjack, brass knucks, pistol, revolver, or any other dangerous
weapon or instrument except the army or navy pistol which shall be carried
openly in the hand. However, the foregoing prohibition shall not apply to
members of the United States Armed Forces carrying such weapons as are
prescribed by applicable regulations nor to any officer or policeman engaged in
his official duties, in the execution of process, or while searching for or engaged
in arresting persons suspected of having committed crimes. Furthermore, the
prohibition shall not apply to persons who may have been summoned by such
officer or policeman to assist in the discharge of his said duties, nor to any
conductor of any passenger or freight train of any steam railroad while he is on
duty. It shall also be unlawful for any unauthorized person to discharge a
firearm within the municipality. (ords. No. 16 and 18, modified)
10-213. Air rifles, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person in the
municipality to discharge any air gun, air pistol, air rifle, "BB" gun, or sling shot
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capable of discharging a metal bullet or pellet, whether propelled by spring,
compressed air, expanding gas, explosive, or other force-producing means or
method.
10-214. Throwing of missiles. It shall be unlawful for any person
maliciously to throw any stone, snowball, bottle, or any other missile upon or at
any vehicle, building, tree, or other public or private property or upon or at any
person. (ord. No. 5, modified)
10-215. Gambling. It shall be unlawful for any person to play at any
game of hazard or chance for money or other valuable thing or to make or accept
any bet or wager for money or other valuable thing.
10-216. Promotion of gambling. It shall be unlawful for any person to
encourage, promote, aid, or assist the playing at any game, or the making of any
bet or wager, for money or other valuable thing, or to possess, keep, or exhibit
for the purpose of gambling, any gaming table, device, ticket, or any other
gambling paraphernalia. (ord. No. 11, modified)
10-217. False emergency alarms. It shall be unlawful for any person
intentionally to make, turn in, or give a false alarm of fire, or of need for police
or ambulance assistance, or to aid or abet in the commission of such an act.
(ord. No. 68, modified)
10-218. Loitering. It shall be unlawful for any person without legitimate
business or purpose to loaf, loiter, wander, or idle in, upon, or about any way or
place customarily open to public use. (ord. No. 31, modified)
10-219. Prowling. It shall be unlawful for any person to prowl or wander
about the streets, alleys, or other public or private ways or places, or be found
abroad at night, between the hours of midnight and 6:00 A.M., without any
visible or lawful business and when unable to give a satisfactory account of
himself.
10-220. Vagrancy. It shall be unlawful for any person to beg or solicit
alms or, if without apparent lawful means of support, willfully to neglect to
apply himself to some honest occupation. (ord. No. 31, modified)
10-221. Trespassing on trains. It shall be unlawful for any person to
climb, jump, step, stand upon, or cling to, or in any other way attach himself to
any locomotive engine or railroad car unless he works for the railroad
corporation and is acting in the scope of his employment or unless he is a lawful
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passenger or is otherwise lawfully entitled to be on such vehicle. (ord. No. 29,
modified)
10-222. (Reserved for future use).
10-223. Abandoned refrigerators, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person
to leave in any place accessible to children any abandoned, unattended, unused,
or discarded refrigerator, icebox, or other container with any type latching or
locking door without first removing therefrom the latch, lock, or door.
10-224. Curfew for minors. It shall be unlawful for any person under the
age of eighteen (18) years to be abroad at night between 11:00 P.M. and 5:00
A.M. unless going directly to or from a lawful activity or upon a legitimate
errand for, or accompanied by, a parent, guardian, or other adult person having
lawful custody of such minor.
10-225. Malicious mischief. It shall be unlawful and deemed to be
malicious mischief for any person willfully, maliciously, or wantonly to damage,
deface, destroy, conceal, tamper with, remove, or withhold real or personal
property which does not belong to him. (ords. No. 1, 2, and 4, modified)
10-226. Trespassing. The owner or person in charge of any lot or parcel
of land or any building or other structure within the corporate limits may post
the same against trespassers. It shall be unlawful for any person to go upon any
such posted lot or parcel of land or into any such posted building or other
structure without the consent of the owner or person in charge.
It shall also be unlawful and deemed to be a trespass for any peddler,
canvasser, solicitor, transient merchant, or other person to fail to leave promptly
the private premises of any person who requests or directs him to leave.
10-227. Posting notices, etc. No person shall fasten, in any way, any
show-card, poster, or other advertising device upon any public or private
property unless legally authorized to do so.
10-228. Public drunkenness. (See the Tennessee Code Annotated,
sections 39-2531, et seq; see also title 33,ch.8)
10-229. Drinking beer, etc., on streets, etc. It shall be unlawful for any
person to drink or consume, or have an open container of beer or intoxicating
liquor in or on any public street, alley, avenue, highway, sidewalk, public park,
public school ground, or other public place unless the place has an appropriate
permit and/or license for on premises consumption.
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10-230. Coercing people not to work. It shall be unlawful for any person
in association or agreement with any other person to assemble, congregate, or
meet together in the vicinity of any premises where other persons are employed
or reside for the purpose of inducing any such other person by threats, coercion,
intimidation, or acts of violence to quit or refrain from entering a place of lawful
employment. It expressly is not the purpose of this section to prohibit peaceful
picketing.
10-231. Caves, wells, cisterns, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to
permit to be maintained on property owned or occupied by him any cave, well,
cistern, or other such opening in the ground which is dangerous to life and limb
without placing thereon an adequate cover or safeguard.
10-232. Interference with traffic. It shall be unlawful for any person to
stand, sit, or engage in any activity whatever on any public street, sidewalk,
bridge, or public ground in such a manner as to prevent, obstruct, or interfere
unreasonably with the free passage of pedestrian or vehicular traffic thereon.
10-233. Antinoise regulations. Subject to the provisions of this section,
the creating of any unreasonably loud, disturbing, and unnecessary noise is
prohibited. Noise of such character, intensity, or duration as to be detrimental
to the life or health of any individual, or in disturbance of the public peace and
welfare is prohibited.
(1)
Miscellaneous prohibited noises enumerated. The following acts,
among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing, and unnecessary noises in
violation of this section, but this enumeration shall not be deemed to be
exclusive, namely:
(a)
Blowing horns. The sounding of any horn or signal device
on any automobile, motorcycle, bus, truck, or other vehicle while not in
motion except as a danger signal if another vehicle is approaching,
apparently out of control, or if in motion, only as a danger signal after or
as brakes are being applied and deceleration of the vehicle is intended;
the creation by means of any such signal device of any unreasonably loud
or harsh sound; and the sounding of such device for an unnecessary and
unreasonable period of time.
(b)
Radios, phonographs, etc. The playing of any radio,
phonograph, or any musical instrument or sound device, including but
not limited to loudspeakers or other devices for reproduction or
amplification of sound, either independently of or in connection with
motion pictures, radio, or television, in such a manner or with such
volume, particularly during the hours between 11:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.,
as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in any office
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or hospital, or in any dwelling, hotel, or other type of residence, or of any
person in the vicinity.
(c)
Yelling, shouting, etc. Yelling, shouting, whistling, or
singing on the public streets, particularly between the hours of 11:00 p.m.
and 7:00 a.m. or at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet,
comfort, or repose of any persons in any hospital, dwelling, hotel, or other
type of residence, or of any person in the vicinity.
(d)
Pets. The keeping of any animal, bird, or fowl which by
causing frequent or long continued noise shall disturb the comfort or
repose of any person in the vicinity.
(e)
Use of vehicle. The use of any automobile, motorcycle, truck,
or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded, or in such manner as to cause loud
and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling, or other noise.
(f)
Blowing whistles. The blowing of any steam whistle
attached to any stationary boiler, except to give notice of the time to
begin or stop work or as a warning of fire or danger, or upon request of
proper municipal authorities.
(g)
Exhaust discharge. To discharge into the open air the
exhaust of any steam engine, stationary internal combustion engine,
motor vehicle, or boat engine, except through a muffler or other device
which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom.
(h)
Building operations. The erection (including excavation),
demolition, alteration, or repair of any building in any residential area or
section or the construction or repair of streets and highways in any
residential area or section, other than between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and
6:00 P.M. on week days, except in case of urgent necessity in the interest
of public health and safety, and then only with a permit from the mayor
granted for a period while the emergency continues not to exceed thirty
(30) days. If the mayor should determine that the public health and
safety will not be impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration, or
repair of any building or the excavation of streets and highways between
the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M., and if he shall further determine
that loss or inconvenience would result to any party in interest through
delay, he may grant permission for such work to be done between the
hours of 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. upon application being made at the
time the permit for the work is awarded or during the process of the
work.
(i)
Noises near schools, hospitals, churches, etc. The creation
of any excessive noise on any street adjacent to any hospital or adjacent
to any school, institution of learning, church, or court while the same is
in session.
(j)
Loading and unloading operations. The creation of any loud
and excessive noise in connection with the loading or unloading of any
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vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates, and other
containers.
(k)
Noises to attract attention. The use of any drum,
loudspeaker, or other instrument or device emitting noise for the purpose
of attracting attention to any performance, show, or sale or display of
merchandise.
(l)
Loudspeakers or amplifiers on vehicles. The use of
mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or other moving or
standing vehicles for advertising or other purposes.
(2)
Exceptions. None of the terms or prohibitions hereof shall apply
to or be enforced against:
(a)
Municipal vehicles. Any vehicle of the municipality while
engaged upon necessary public business.
(b)
Repair of streets, etc. Excavations or repairs of bridges,
streets, or highways at night, by or on behalf of the municipality, the
county, or the state, when the public welfare and convenience renders it
impracticable to perform such work during the day.
(c)
Noncommercial and nonprofit use of loudspeakers or
amplifiers. The reasonable use of amplifiers or loudspeakers in the
course of public addresses which are noncommercial in character and in
the course of advertising functions sponsored by nonprofit organizations.
However, no such use shall be made until a permit therefor is secured
from the mayor. Hours for the use of an amplifier or public address
system will be designated in the permit so issued and the use of such
systems shall be restricted to the hours so designated in the permit. (ords.
No. 60 and 71, modified)
10-234. Fortune telling, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to hold
himself forth to the public as a fortune teller, clairvoyant, hypnotist, spiritualist,
palmist, phrenologist, or other mystic endowed with supernatural powers.
10-235. Wearing masks. It shall be unlawful for any person to appear on
or in any public way or place while wearing any mask, device, or hood whereby
any portion of the face is so hidden or covered as to conceal the identity of the
wearer. The following are exempted from the provisions of this section:
(1)
Children under the age of ten (10) years.
(2)
Workers while engaged in work wherein a face covering is
necessary for health and/or safety reasons.
(3)
Persons wearing gas masks in civil defense drills and exercises or
emergencies.
(4)
Any person having a special permit issued by the city recorder to
wear a traditional holiday costume. (ord. No. 10, modified)
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TITLE 11
PLANNING AND ZONING
(This title is reserved for future use)
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TITLE 12
STREETS AND OTHER PUBLIC WAYS AND PLACES1
CHAPTER
1. MISCELLANEOUS.
CHAPTER 1
MISCELLANEOUS
SECTION
12-101. Obstructing streets, alleys, or sidewalks prohibited.
12-102. Trees projecting over streets, etc., regulated.
12-103. Trees, etc., obstructing view at intersections prohibited.
12-104. (Reserved for future use)
12-105. Banners and signs across streets and alleys restricted.
12-106. Gates or doors opening over streets, alleys, or sidewalks prohibited.
12-107. Littering streets, alleys, or sidewalks prohibited.
12-108. Obstruction of drainage ditches.
12-109. Abutting occupants to keep sidewalks clean, etc.
12-110. Parades, etc., regulated.
12-111. Operation of trains at crossings regulated.
12-112. Animals and vehicles on sidewalks.
12-113. Fires in streets, etc.
12-101. Obstructing streets, alleys, or sidewalks prohibited. No person
shall use or occupy any portion of any public street, alley, sidewalk, or right of
way for the purpose of storing, selling, or exhibiting any goods, wares,
merchandise, or materials. (ord. No. 23, modified)
12-102. Trees projecting over streets, etc., regulated. It shall be unlawful
for any property owner or occupant to allow any limbs of trees on his property
to project over any street or alley at a height of less than fourteen (14) feet or
over any sidewalk at a height of less than eight (8) feet.
12-103. Trees, etc., obstructing view at intersections prohibited. It shall
be unlawful for any property owner or occupant to have or maintain on his
property any tree, shrub, sign, or other obstruction which prevents persons

1

See title 9 in this code for related motor vehicle and traffic regulations.
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driving vehicles on public streets or alleys from obtaining a clear view of traffic
when approaching an intersection.
12-104. (Reserved for future use).
12-105. Banners and signs across streets and alleys restricted. It shall
be unlawful for any person to place or have placed any banner or sign across or
above any public street or alley except when expressly authorized by the
governing body after a finding that no hazard will be created by such banner or
sign.
12-106. Gates or doors opening over streets, alleys, or sidewalks
prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person owning or occupying property
to allow any gate or door to swing open upon or over any street, alley, or
sidewalk except when required by law.
12-107. Littering streets, alleys, or sidewalks prohibited. It shall be
unlawful for any person to litter, place, throw, track, or allow to fall on any
street, alley, or sidewalk any refuse, glass, tacks, mud, or other objects or
materials which are unsightly or which obstruct or tend to limit or interfere
with the use of such public ways and places for their intended purposes. (ord.
No. 74, sec. 6, modified)
12-108. Obstruction of drainage ditches. It shall be unlawful for any
person to permit or cause the obstruction of any drainage ditch in any public
right of way.
12-109. Abutting occupants to keep sidewalks clean, etc. The occupants
of property abutting on a sidewalk are required to keep the sidewalk clean.
Also, immediately after a snow or sleet, such occupants are required to remove
all accumulated snow and ice from the abutting sidewalk. (ord. No. 28, modified)
12-110. Parades, etc., regulated. It shall be unlawful for any person,
club, organization, or other group to hold any meeting, parade, demonstration,
or exhibition on the public streets without some responsible representative first
securing a permit from the recorder. No permit shall be issued by the recorder
unless such activity will not unreasonably interfere with traffic and unless such
representative shall agree to see to the immediate cleaning up of all litter which
shall be left on the streets as a result of the activity. Furthermore, it shall be
unlawful for any person obtaining such a permit to fail to carry out his
agreement to clean up the resulting litter immediately.
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12-111. Operation of trains at crossings regulated. No person shall
operate any railroad train across any street or alley without giving a warning
of its approach as required by state law; nor shall he make such crossing at a
speed in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour. It shall also be unlawful to
stop a railroad train so as to block or obstruct any street or alley for a period of
more than five (5) consecutive minutes. (ord. No. 30, modified)
12-112. Animals and vehicles on sidewalks. It shall be unlawful for any
person to ride, lead, or tie any animal, or ride, push, pull, or place any vehicle
across or upon any sidewalk in such manner as unreasonably interferes with or
inconveniences pedestrians using the sidewalk. It shall also be unlawful for any
person knowingly to allow any minor under his control to violate this section.
(ord. No. 73, modified)
12-113. Fires in streets, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person to set or
contribute to any fire in any public street, alley, or sidewalk.

13-1
TITLE 13
UTILITIES AND SERVICES1
CHAPTER
1. WATER AND SEWERS.
2. SUPPLEMENTARY SEWER REGULATIONS.
CHAPTER 1
WATER AND SEWERS2
SECTION
13-101. Application of chapter.
13-102. Water and sewer service rates.
13-103. When bills payable, penalty, interest, disconnection for nonpayment.
13-104. Who to pay.
13-105. Water connection charge.
13-106. Meter deposits.
13-107. Definitions of terms.
13-108. When sewer connection is required.
13-109. When other means of disposal are prohibited.
13-110. When new premises to connect.
13-111. Certain substances not to be discharged into sewers.
13-112. Sewer service outside town.
13-113. Sewer connection charge.
13-101. Application of chapter. The following rates, charges, rules, and
regulations shall govern and control the use of all those municipal facilities used
in providing water and sewer service in the town and its environs. (ord. No. 67,
sec. 1)

1

Gas service is furnished to residents of the town by the City of Brownsville.
See ordinance No. 66 of record in the recorder's office.
Telephone service is furnished to residents of the town by the Millington
Telephone Company, Inc. See ordinance No. 65 of record in the recorder's office.
Electric service is furnished to residents of the town by the Southwest
Tennessee Electric Membership Cooperative, Brownsville, TN.
2

See chapter 2 in this title and also title 8 for related provisions.
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13-102. Water and sewer service rates. There is hereby established the
following monthly rates for water and sewer service rendered by the town:
For customers inside the town:
Water Service
First
3000 gallons
All over 3000 gallons

$3.50 per month (Minimum)
0.75 per 1000 gallons
Sewer Service

The rate for sewer service shall be $5.00 per month for each customer
which amount shall be added to the foregoing water rates, and said water rates
and sewer rates shall be included in one bill.
For customers outside the town:
An amount equal to the rate for customers inside the city limits, plus
$2.00 per month. (ord. No. 67, sec. 2, as amended by ord. No. 67B)
13-103. When bills payable; penalty; interest; disconnection for
nonpayment. The rates and charges aforesaid shall be billed monthly and all
bills for such service shall be payable within ten (10) days after rendition. If not
paid within such period of ten (10) days, a penalty equal to ten percent (10%) of
the face amount of the bill shall be added thereto; provided, however, that if the
tenth (10th) day should fall upon a Sunday or a legal holiday then the face
amount of the bill may be paid on the next secular day which is not a holiday.
Interest on delinquent bills shall accrue at the rate of six per cent (6%) per
annum from the tenth (10th) day after rendition and such interest and penalty,
if any, shall be collected when the bill is paid. If any such bill, together with
penalty and interest, if any, shall remain unpaid for a period of fifteen (15) days
after rendition, the water service connection to the premises shall be
disconnected. A charge in the sum of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) is
hereby fixed to cover the expense of such disconnection. If any such
disconnected customer shall thereafter desire reconnection, an additional charge
in the sum of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) shall be made to cover the
expense thereof. Prior to such reconnection, the customer shall be required to
pay the delinquent bill, penalty, interest, and the five dollars ($5.00) charge for
disconnection and reconnection. Whether or not any premises are disconnected
because of such delinquency, the city attorney is hereby authorized and directed
to enforce and collect the amount of any bills remaining delinquent for thirty
(30) days (including the penalty, interest, disconnection charge, and court costs)
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by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction. (ord. No. 67, sec. 3, as amended
by ord. No. 67C)
13-104. Who to pay. The rates and charges aforesaid shall be billed to
the owners of the premises, except that upon application by the tenant of any
premises, who is not the owner thereof, filed with the board or body of said town
in charge of the control and operation of said system, accompanied by a cash
deposit or other appropriate security or indemnity in an amount or a kind
approved by such board or body, such bills may be rendered to such tenant. No
free water or sewer service shall be granted or permitted to any water or sewer
user, including the town itself, except that in accordance with long standing
policy, custom, and practice, the town shall not be required to pay hydrant
rentals for fire protection purposes, and also may use water to flush hydrants
and mains according to standard engineering practices. (ord. No. 67, sec. 4)
13-105. Water connection charge. To cover the expense of tapping into
any water pipe of the town, a fee or charge is hereby established in the sum of
thirty-five dollars ($35.00) for connections made for any single family residence
inside or outside the town. For any duplex, apartment, commercial or industrial
establishment, hospital or other public project, such charge shall be in a sum
equal to the actual estimated cost to the town of making or supervising the
making of such connection, but not less than thirty-five dollars ($35.00).
However, such charges shall be waived when a prospective user of water service
applies for permission to connect with any water main at the time of the initial
installation thereof, so that provision can be made for such connection before the
trench is back-filled. (ord. No. 67, sec. 5)
13-106. Meter deposits. Deposits heretofore made by water customers
and which are presently held by the town as partial security for the payment of
water bills shall continue to be held by the town subject to the provisions of this
chapter. Each new customer shall deposit with the town the sum of thirty-five
dollars ($35.00) at the time of installation of any water meter, and the actual
cost of the meter for any meter installation of one inch or more in diameter, such
deposit to be held to insure payment of the bills for water services supplied by
the town, and to be subject to application upon such bills in the event of
delinquency. Any amount so applied to a delinquent bill shall be restored by the
depositor within ten (10) days after notice from the town to do so, upon penalty
of disconnection of water service to the premises. However, a cash deposit shall
not be required if the occupant of the premises is the owner thereof, or if the
tenant files with the town a guarantee, signed by the owner of the premises,
that all bills will be paid when due. The town shall keep a true accounting of
all sums so deposited, and interest shall accrue thereon at the rate of six per
cent (6%) per annum to be credited to the depositor on the books of the town
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annually. Any customer who shall have made such deposit with the town may
obtain a refund thereof, including interest accrued to the date of such refund, by
furnishing to the town satisfactory evidence that all charges for water service,
including any tap-in charges, connection, or disconnection charges, penalties,
interest, etc., have been paid in full, and that such customer will no longer avail
himself of water service. (ord. No. 67, art. I, sec. 6, as amended by ord. No. 67A)
13-107. Definitions of terms. As used herein with regard to sewer
service, the following words and terms have the following respective meanings,
unless the context clearly indicates or requires otherwise:
(1)
The term "sanitary sewers" or "sewers" means those properties,
works, and facilities of the town's water and sewer system which exist at this
time, together with all future extensions, additions, enlargements and
improvements thereto.
(2)
The term "premises" means and includes all places and properties
where people live or congregate, or where flowable sewage wastes are otherwise
generated, which should be drained and disposed of in the interests of the public
health, safety, and general welfare, and specifically includes, but not by way of
limiting the generality of the foregoing, all homes, houses, apartments, hotels,
motels, trailer camps, manufacturing, business, commercial or industrial
establishments and other structures of any and every nature whatsoever.
(3)
The sewer system or sewer is "available," as that term is used in
this chapter, if any such premises abut upon any street, road, alley, public way
or easement in which there is installed a sewer pipe, a main, lateral, or other
structure or installation of the sanitary sewers capable of receiving flowable
wastes, or if such premises shall be situated within 300 feet of such a sanitary
sewer installation. (ord. No. 67, sec. 8)
13-108. When sewer connection is required. All premises where sanitary
sewers are initially made available shall within ninety (90) days after the
publication of the provisions in this chapter, and without further notice, be
connected thereto. When the construction and installation of any additional
sanitary sewer facilities progresses to such a point as to be capable of receiving
and disposing of the flowable sanitary sewage of any premises, the town shall
give written notice to the owner or occupant of such premises that a sanitary
sewer connection is available, and that such premises shall be connected thereto
within ninety (90) days after such notice is given. All owners and occupants of
premises where sanitary sewer service is now or hereafter made available, as
herein defined, shall, within ninety (90) days from the date of such notice,
connect therewith all sanitary sewage drain pipes and sewage outlets of such
premises.
All connections to the sanitary sewers shall be made under and in
conformity with such regulations as the town may from time to time establish.
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Failure to effect such connection within the prescribed time is declared to be
unlawful and to constitute a public nuisance; and the same shall be abated,
subject to the penalties hereinafter prescribed.
No sewer tap or connection shall be made by any person, firm or
corporation, except the town. The town will, upon application and payment of
the prescribed tapping or connection fee, tap the appropriate sanitary sewer
facility and extend a lateral line to the property line of any applicant where
sewers are available, and any and all installations within the property lines of
any premises, and any and all sanitary sewer connections shall be made thereto
by the applicant under the direction and supervision of the town and in
conformity with proper health standards. Nothing herein contained shall be
construed as requiring the town to furnish a sanitary sewer connection or
sanitary sewer service to any premises where a sanitary sewer facility is not
available at the time the application is made. (ord. No. 67, sec. 9)
13-109. When other means of disposal are prohibited. When a sanitary
sewer connection is made available to any premises, it shall be unlawful for any
person, firm, or corporation to construct or maintain a privy, vault, cesspool,
septic tank, or other similar contrivance for the reception of flowable sewage
wastes. All such privies, vaults, cesspools, septic tanks, and similar
contrivances whereby flowable sewage wastes are cast, drained, or deposited
into a container above or below the surface of the ground, or upon or into the
soil, or into any running or percolating stream of water, or into any cistern or
well, are hereby declared to be unlawful and to constitute a public nuisance.
Such nuisances shall be removed by the owners or the occupants of all premises
where a sewer connection is made available. (ord. No. 67, sec. 10)
13-110. When new premises to connect. All architects, engineers,
contractors, builders, or other persons who shall hereafter erect new premises
where sewers are available shall, before erecting the same, exhibit to the town,
through such officer or employee as may be designated from time to time for
such purpose, satisfactory evidence that a means has been or will be provided
for connecting all sanitary sewage drains and outlets from such building or
structure with the municipal sanitary sewer system. (ord. No. 67, sec. 11)
13-111. Certain substances not to be discharged into sewers. No
substance shall be placed or discharged into the sanitary sewers which will
create a combustible, gaseous, explosive, or inflammable condition in such
sewers, nor shall any substances or objects be placed or discharged into the
sanitary sewers which will not dissolve and which will thus cause an obstruction
and clogging within said system. No petroleum products shall be placed or
discharged into the municipal sanitary sewers.
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No storm water or surface water drain shall be connected with the
sanitary sewers, nor shall any storm or surface water be otherwise introduced
into the same. (ord. No. 67, sec. 12)
13-112. Sewer service outside town. The town owes no obligation to
make sewer service available to premises which are situated outside its
corporate limits, and does not offer sewer service to such premises. However,
in any given case where such premises are adjacent to a sewer main or line, or
within a reasonable distance thereof, the owner of such premises may make
written application to the town for the privilege of connecting to such sanitary
sewer main or line. If, in the sole discretion of the governing body (each case to
be judged upon its own merits), such connection can be permitted without
overloading the capacity of the main or line in question and will be beneficial to
the town and its inhabitants from the standpoint of the public health and
general welfare, the town may grant permission for such connection to be made.
(ord. No. 67, sec. 14)
13-113. Sewer connection charge. There is established a fee or charge for
each connection to the sanitary sewers. It shall be paid within ninety (90) days
after notice is given by the town to the owner or occupant of any premises where
sewer service is made available. When application for a connection to the
sanitary sewers is made while construction of the sewer improvements is in
progress, and before the adjacent sewer trench has been back-filled (so that in
making the connection the city may avoid the expense of excavation), such
connection charge is and shall be ten dollars ($10.00) for each connection.
In all cases where application is made or payment of the connection
charge is tendered more than ninety (90) days after notice to connect has been
given by the town, or after the adjacent sewer trench has been back-filled, the
tap-in or connection charge shall be fifty dollars ($50.00). (ord. No. 67, sec. 15)

13-7
CHAPTER 2
SUPPLEMENTARY SEWER REGULATIONS1
SECTION
13-201. Definitions.
13-202. Use of public sewers required.
13-203. Private sewage disposal.
13-204. Building sewers and connections.
13-205. Use of the public sewers.
13-206. Protection from damage.
13-207. Powers and authority of inspectors.
13-208. Violations.
13-201. Definitions. Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise,
the meaning of terms used in this chapter shall be as follows:
(1)
"BOD" (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the
quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under
standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 20` C. expressed in milligrams
per liter.
(2)
"Building drain" shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal
piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from soil, waste, and
other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building and conveys it to the
building sewer, beginning five (5) feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of the
building wall.
(3)
"Building sewer" shall mean the extension from the building drain
to the public sewer or other place of disposal.
(4)
"Combined sewer" shall mean a sewer receiving both surface runoff
and sewage.
(5)
"Garbage" shall mean solid wastes from the domestic and
commercial preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and from the handling,
storage, and sale of produce.
(6)
"Industrial wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes from industrial
manufacturing processes, trade, or business as distinct from sanitary sewage.
(7)
"Natural outlet" shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond,
ditch, lake, or other body of surface or groundwater.
(8)
"Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company, association,
society, corporation, or group.

1

See title 8, chapter 3, for regulations relating to cross connections, etc.
See chapter 1 in this title for the basic water and sewer regulations.
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(9)
"pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of
hydrogen ions in grams per liter of solution.
(10) "Properly shredded garbage" shall mean the wastes from the
preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a
degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than one-half () inch (1.27
centimeters) in any dimension.
(11) "Public sewer" shall mean a sewer in which all owners of abutting
properties have equal rights, and controlled by public authority.
(12) "Sanitary sewer" shall mean a sewer which carries sewage and to
which storm, surface, and groundwaters are not intentionally admitted.
(13) "Sewage" shall mean a combination of the watercarried wastes
from residences, business buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments,
together with such ground, surface, and stormwaters as may be present.
(14) "Sewage treatment plant" shall mean any arrangement of devices
and structures used for treating sewage.
(15) "Sewage works" shall mean all facilities for collecting, pumping,
treating, and disposing of sewage.
(16) "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.
(17) "Shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive.
(18) "Slug" shall mean any discharge of water, sewage, or industrial
waste which in concentration of any given constituent or in quantity of flow
exceeds for any period of duration longer than fifteen (15) minutes more than
five (5) times the average twenty-four (24) hour concentration of flows during
normal operation.
(19) "Storm drain" (sometimes termed "storm sewer") shall mean a
sewer which carries storm and surface waters and drainage, but excludes
sewage and industrial wastes, other than unpolluted cooling water.
(20) "Superintendent" shall mean the superintendent of sewage works
and/or of water pollution control of the municipality, or his authorized deputy,
agent, or representative.
(21) "Suspended solids" shall mean solids that are in suspension in
water, sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering.
(22) "Watercourse" shall mean a channel in which a flow of water
occurs, either continuously or intermittently. (ord. No. 70, art. I)
13-202. Use of public sewers required. (1) It shall be unlawful for any
person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on
public or private property within the municipality, or in any area under its
jurisdiction, any human or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable
waste.
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(2)
It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural jurisdiction, any
sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable treatment has been
provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this chapter.
(3)
Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or
maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended
or used for the disposal of sewage.
(4)
The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human
occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes, situated within the
municipality and abutting on any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there
is now located or may in the future be located a public sanitary or combined
sewer of the municipality, is hereby required at his expense to install suitable
toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper
public sewer in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, within ninety (90)
days after date of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer is
within three hundred (300) feet of the property line. (ord. No. 70, art. II)
13-203. Private sewage disposal. The disposal of sewage by means other
than the use of the sanitary sewage system shall be in accordance with local and
state laws. The disposal of sewage by private disposal systems shall be
permissible only in those instances where service from the sanitary sewage
system is not available. (ord. No. 70, art. III)
13-204. Building sewers and connections. (1) No unauthorized person
shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter, or disturb
any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written
permit from the superintendent.
(2)
There shall be two (2) classes of building sewer permits: (a) for
residential and commercial service, and (b) for service to establishments
producing industrial wastes. In either case, the owner or his agent shall make
application on a special form furnished by the municipality. The permit
application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other
information considered pertinent in the judgment of the superintendent.
(3)
All costs and expenses incident to the installation and connection
of the building sewer shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify
the municipality from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be
occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.
(4)
A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for
every building except that where one building stands at the rear of another on
an interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear
building through an adjoining alley, court yard, or driveway, the building sewer
from the front building may be extended to the rear building and the whole
considered as one building sewer.

13-10
(5)
Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings
only when they are found, on examination and test by the superintendent, to
meet all requirements of this chapter.
(6)
The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction
of a building sewer, and the methods to be used in excavating, placing of the
pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the trench shall all conform to the
requirements of the building and plumbing code or other applicable rules and
regulations of the municipality. In the absence of code provisions or in
amplification thereof, the materials and procedures set forth in appropriate
specifications of the A.S.T.M. and W.P.C.F. Manual of Practice No. 9 shall apply.
(7)
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the
building at an elevation below the basement floor. In all buildings in which any
building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary
sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted by an approved means and
discharged to the building sewer.
(8)
No person shall make connection of roof down-spouts, exterior
foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of surface runoff or
groundwater to a building sewer or building drain which in turn is connected
directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.
(9)
The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall
conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing codes or other
applicable rules and regulations of the municipality, or the procedures set forth
in appropriate specifications of the A.S.T.M. and the W.P.C.F. Manual of
Practice No. 9. All such connections shall be made gastight and watertight.
Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be approved
by the superintendent before installation.
(10) The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the
superintendent when the building sewer is ready for inspection and connection
to the public sewer. The connection shall be made under the supervision of the
superintendent or his representative.
(11) All excavations for building sewer installations shall be adequately
guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard.
Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public property disturbed in the course
of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the municipality. (ord.
No. 70, art. IV)
13-205. Use of the public sewers. (1) No person shall discharge or cause
to be discharged any stormwater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff,
subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial
process waters to any sanitary sewer.
(2)
Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged
to such sewers as are specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a natural
outlet approved by the Tennessee Stream Pollution Control Board. Industrial
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cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged, on approval of
the Tennessee Stream Pollution Control Board, to a storm sewer or natural
outlet.
(3)
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the
following described waters or wastes to any public sewers:
(a)
Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable
or explosive liquid, solid, or gas.
(b)
Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids,
liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with
other wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process,
to constitute a hazard to humans or animals, to create a public nuisance,
or to create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment
plant.
(c)
Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5, or having
any other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to
structures, equipment, and personnel of the sewage works.
(d)
Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size
capable of causing obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference
with the proper operation of the sewage works such as, but not limited
to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags,
feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch
manure, hair and fleshings, entrails and paper dishes, cups, milk
containers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage grinders.
(4)
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following
described substances, materials, waters, or wastes if it appears likely in the
opinion of the superintendent that such wastes can harm either the sewers,
sewage treatment process, or equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving
stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or constitute a
nuisance. In forming his opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes, the
superintendent will give consideration to such factors as the quantities of
subject wastes in relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of
construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity of
the sewage treatment plant, degree of treatability of wastes in the sewage
treatment plant, and other pertinent factors. The substances prohibited are:
(a)
Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one
hundred fifty (150)` F (65`C).
(b)
Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease, or oils,
whether emulsified or not, in excess of one hundred (100) mg/1 or
containing substances which may solidify or become viscous at
temperatures between thirty-two (32) and one hundred fifty (150)` F (0
and 65`C).
(c)
Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. The
installation and operation of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor
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of three-fourths (3/4) horsepower (0.76 hp metric) or greater shall be
subject to the review and approval of the superintendent.
(d)
Any waters or wastes containing strong acid iron pickling
wastes, or concentrated plating solutions whether neutralized or not.
(e)
Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper,
zinc, cyanide, and similar objectionable or toxic substances; or wastes
exerting an excessive chlorine requirement, to such degree that any such
material received in the composite sewage at the sewage treatment works
exceeds the limits established by the superintendent and/or the Division
of Sanitary Engineering, Tennessee Department of Public Health, for
such materials.
(f)
Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste- or
odor-producing substances in such concentrations exceeding limits which
may be established by the superintendent as necessary, after treatment
of the composite sewage, to meet the federal, or other public agencies of
jurisdiction for such discharge to the receiving waters.
(g)
Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or
concentration as may exceed limits established by the superintendent in
compliance with applicable state or federal regulations.
(h)
Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.
(i)
Materials which exert or cause:
(1)
Unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids
(such as, but not limited to, fullers earth, lime slurries, and lime
residues) or of dissolved solids (such as, but not limited to, sodium
chloride and sodium sulfate).
(2)
Excessive discoloration (such as, but not limited to,
dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions).
(3)
Unusual BOD (above 300 mg/1), chemical oxygen
demand, or chlorine requirement in such quantities as to
constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment works.
(4)
Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes
constituting "slugs" as defined herein.
(j)
Waters or wastes containing substances which are not
amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage treatment processes
employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such degree that the
sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other
agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to the receiving waters.
(k)
Waters or wastes containing suspended solids in excess of
300 mg/1.
(5)
If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be
discharged to the public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess
the characteristics enumerated in subsection (4) of this section, and which in the
judgment of the superintendent and/or the Division of Sanitary Engineering,
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Tennessee Department of Public Health, may have a deleterious effect upon the
sewage works, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, or which otherwise
create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the superintendent may:
(a)
Reject the wastes,
(b)
Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for
discharge to the public sewers,
(c)
Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge,
and/or
(d)
Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and
treating the wastes not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges under
the provisions of subsection (10) of this section.
If the superintendent permits the pretreatment or equalization of
waste flows, the design and installation of the plants and equipment shall
be subject to the review and approval of the superintendent and the
Tennessee Department of Public Health and subject to the requirements
of all applicable codes, ordinances, and laws.
(6)
Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the
opinion of the superintendent, they are necessary for the proper handling of
liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes,
sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not be
required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All interceptors shall be
of a type and capacity approved by the superintendent, and shall be so located
as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.
( 7 )
Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for
any waters or wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and
effective operation by the owner at his expense.
(8)
When required by the superintendent, the owner of any property
serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a suitable
control manhole together with such necessary meters and other appurtenances
in the building sewer to facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of
the wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly and safely
located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the
superintendent. The manhole shall be installed by the owner at his expense and
shall be maintained by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times.
(9)
All measurements, tests, and analyses of the characteristics of
waters and wastes to which reference is made in this chapter shall be
determined in accordance with the latest edition of "Standard Methods for the
Examination of Water and Wastewater," published by the American Public
Health Association, and shall be determined at the control manhole provided,
or upon suitable samples taken at said control manhole. In the event that no
special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be considered to
be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which
the building sewer is connected. Sampling shall be carried out by customarily
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accepted methods to reflect the effect of constituent upon the sewage works and
to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property. (The particular
analyses involved will determine whether a twenty-four (24) hour composite of
all outfalls of a premise is appropriate or whether a grab sample or samples
should be taken. Normally, but not always, BOD and suspended solids analyses
are obtained from 24-hr. composites of all outfalls whereas pH's are determined
from periodic grab samples.)
(10) No statement contained in this section shall be construed as
preventing any special agreement or arrangement between the municipality and
any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or
character may be accepted by the municipality for treatment, subject to payment
therefor by the industrial concern. (ord. No. 70, art. V)
13-206. Protection from damage. No unauthorized person shall
maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface, or
tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the
sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate
arrest under charge of disorderly conduct. (ord. No. 70, art. VI)
13-207. Powers and authority of inspectors. (1) The superintendent and
other duly authorized employees of the municipality bearing proper credentials
and identification shall be permitted to enter all properties for the purposes of
inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, and testing in accordance with
the provisions of this chapter. The superintendent or his representatives shall
have no authority to inquire into any processes, including metallurgical,
chemical, oil, refining, ceramic, paper, or other industries beyond that point
having a direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge to the sewers or
waterways or facilities for waste treatment.
(2)
While performing the necessary work on private properties referred
to in subsection (1) of this section, the superintendent or duly authorized
employees of the municipality shall observe all safety rules applicable to the
premises established by the company and the company shall be held harmless
for injury or death to the municipal employees, and the municipality shall
indemnify the company against loss or damage to its property by municipal
employees and against liability claims and demands for personal injury or
property damage asserted against the company and growing out of the gauging
and sampling operations, except as such may be caused by negligence or failure
of the company to maintain safe conditions as required in section 13-205,
subsection (8).
(3)
The superintendent and other duly authorized employees of the
municipality bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to
enter all private properties through which the municipality holds a duly
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negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection,
observation, measurement, sampling, repair, and maintenance of
any portion of the sewage works lying within said easement. All entries and
subsequent work, if any, on said easement shall be done in full accordance with
the terms of the duly negotiated easement pertaining to the private property
involved. (ord. No. 70, art. VII)
13-208. Violations. (1) Any person found to be violating any provision
of this chapter except section 13-206 shall be served by the municipality with
written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable
time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the
period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.
(2)
Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit
provided for in subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
and on conviction thereof shall be fined under the general penalty clause for this
municipal code of ordinances.
(3)
Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall
become liable to the municipality for any expense, loss, or damage occasioned
the municipality by reason of such violation. (ord. No. 70, art. X, modified)

