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To hear state law traffic violations in
city court, the city:
A. May hear any state law violation.

B. May only hear Driving Under the
Influence violations.

C. May adopt the T.C.A. “Rules of the
Road.”
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Municipal Court Reform Act
TCA § 16-18-302

(1) A municipal court possesses jurisdiction in and over cases:
(A) For violation of the laws and ordinances of the municipality; or

(B) Arising under the laws and ordinances of the
municipality; and

(2) A municipal court also possesses jurisdiction to enforce any municipal
law or ordinance that mirrors, substantially duplicates or incorporates by
cross-reference the language of a state criminal statute, if and only if the
state criminal statute mirrored, duplicated or cross-referenced is a Class C
misdemeanor and the maximum penalty prescribed by municipal law or
ordinance is a civil fine not in excess of fifty dollars ($50.00).
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Adoption of Rules of the Road
Text from MTAS Sample Ordinance

Adoption of state traffic statutes. By the authority
granted under Tennessee Code Annotated § 16-18-302,
the City of MTAS adopts by reference as if fully set forth
in this section, the “Rules of the Road,” as codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 55-8-101 through 55-8-
131, and §§ 55-8-133 through 55-8-180. Additionally,
the City of MTAS adopts Tennessee Code Annotated §§
55-8-181 through 55-8-193, §§ 55-9-601 through 55-9-
606, § 55-12-139 and § 55-21-108 by reference as if
fully set forth in this section.
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Article VI, Section 14, Tennessee Constitution

Fines and penalties; assessment by jury

No fine shall be laid on any citizen of this State that
shall exceed fifty dollars unless it shall be assessed
by a jury of his peers, who shall assess the fine at
the time they find the fact, if they think the fine
should be more than fifty dollars
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Appeals
Are to
Circuit
Court

Traffic Laws.
Adopted as -
Ordinances Municipal

Courts

Courts of Limited
Jurisdiction

Maximum Fine
of $50.00, unless

“Remedial”
Standard City

Ordinances
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“Preemption” means
the state has declared
that it is the only
governmental entity
that has authority to
legislate in the area.
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Child Restraint and Seatbelt Law Fines and Costs

Child required Child required 16 and 17 year Adult seatbelt
to be in child to be in old seatbelt violators
restraint seat or seatbelt violators
booster
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If a financial responsibility law defendant
does not have insurance at the time a
citation is issued:

A.

The court must dismiss if defendant
obtains insurance.

. The court cannot dismiss the charge.
. The court cannot hear the case.

. The court cannot charge court costs.
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FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

* If the defendant had insurance AT THE TIME
OF THE CITATION judge must dismiss for first
offense

* If the defendant had insurance AT THE TIME
OF THE CITATION judge may dismiss for
subsequent offenses

¢ |f case is dismissed, NO COURT COSTS
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State
Litigation Litigation Tax

Taxes o]
Litigation Tax
o) Court Costs
Judgment
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Th

e litigation tax should be collected when:
A.

The case is dismissed upon payment of
costs.

. The violator is found guilty after a
hearing.

The violator posts a cash bond.
. In all cases a ticket is issued.
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A city may assess a city litigation tax:
A.

Up to the constitutional limit of $50.00.

$15.00.

The cannot assess a city litigation tax.

. Any amount, up to the amount of the
state litigation tax.
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LITIGATION TAXES

Tennessee State Litigation Tax $13.75
Local Litigation Tax up to $13.75

—The person pleads guilty
—The person is found guilty after hearing
—The person submits to a fine
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COURT COSTS

* The governing body is to establish the court
cost (reasonable, justifiable)

* Submit $1.00 to state for every violation for
which court costs are collected to AOC
— This is not a litigation tax
—The $1.00 fee pays for judges and clerks training
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To collect a fee for continuing a case,
the city must:

A. Pass an authorizing resolution.

B. The judge must issue a court order
establishing the fee.

C. The fee must be part of the court cost
ordinance.

D. The city cannot charge such a fee.
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When is Payment
Due?
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Failure to Appear

Notify Department of Safety
Warning letter?

If your city has adopted a separate “Failure to
Appear” ordinance, must give notice

Withdrawals: send to state
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What if They Don’t Pay Or Won’t
Comply? — Failure to Satisfy

Traffic Non-Traffic
Violations Violations
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Traffic School

You MUST submit Court Action Reports to the
state for cases dismissed upon completion of
traffic school. TCA § 55-10-301

No points will be applied to driver’s history.

Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved
entities in the county to any person ordered to
attend a driver education or improvement
course.

TCA§ 55-10-301 (b)(4)
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The Court Action Report for a driver with a
commercial driver license must be
submitted:

A. Within 30 days.
B. Within 10 days.
C. Within 5 days.

D. Within 2 days.
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* Dispositions submitted within 5 days of
adjudication

* Not eligible for traffic school
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Accessibility
to the Court
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Accessibility

 All participants in judicial programs must
comply with ADA policy, including clerks

* Reasonable modification in rules, policies,
services and practices when needed.

* Cost cannot be charged or passed along to a
person with a disability.

* Local Judicial Branch ADA Coordinator is the
main contact person for those needing
accommodation.
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LIEU OF APPEAL
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Department of
TN Safety &
Homeland Security
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fines, and forfi.

1
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Legislative Update

T.C.A. § 55-9-107 Window Tint

T.C.A § 40-32-101 Expungement

T.C.A. § 7-51-1802 “Ban the Box”

T.C.A. § 55-12-102 Financial Responsibility
T.C.A. § 55-8-204 “Slow Poke” Law

T.C.A. § 55-8-199 Texting Update
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The Municipal Court Clerk
Certificate Program is designed fo
help both the new clerk and the veteran

lop and mintain
the knowledge, skills and

abilies required for
successful court managen

2016 Municipal Court Clerk
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Abner Ogleshy
Email: abner.ogle:

MTAS Court Spe
@1 ) 974-0083/Mobile: (228) 263:1627.
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MORe

mtas.tennessee.edu
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Greetings to you Lucky Holder of this Golden Ticket from Abb Oglesby
resent this ticket at the

Spring Conference in Franklin

March 23 - 24th =2

(Concurrent General Sessions) N

April 67 =

(All Municipal Courts)

2wroto. mtas. tennessee.edu
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