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Parking Regulations

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Parking Regulations
Reference Number: MTAS-594
Parallel parking generally is allowed only on the right side of a street, except a city may, by ordinance,
permit parking on the left side of one-way streets and angle parking on any street. The state
Department of Transportation must approve angle parking on federal and state highways. T.C.A. §
55-8-161.

Use of Wheel Immobilizers
A municipality is authorized to regulate the commercial use of wheel immobilizers on motor vehicles.
T.C.A. § 6-54-132.

Handicapped Parking
Any person without the appropriate license plate or placard who parks in a parking space designated
with the wheelchair-disabled sign may be punished in a court with state law jurisdiction by a $200 fine,
which cannot be waived, and up to five hours of community service work assisting disabled people.
T.C.A. § 55-21-108, T.C.A. § 55-8-160(a)(15). In addition to the fine, the vehicle may be towed. Signs
designating handicapped parking must indicate that improperly parked vehicles may be towed and the
driver fined $200. The signs also must provide the name and number of the property owner, lessee, or
agent in control of the property. T.C.A. § 55-21-108(a).
A person is "disabled" for purposes of handicapped parking if he or she is a paraplegic or amputee,
cannot walk 200 feet without stopping to rest, or has not less than 20/200 vision with corrective lenses.
T.C.A. § 55-21-102.
A disabled veteran or physically handicapped person displaying a certificate or special license plate is
relieved "from liability for any violations with respect to parking" except parking in a designated fire lane
or a lane required for morning or afternoon rush-hour traffic. T.C.A. § 55-21-106.
T.C.A. § 55-21-105 purports to regulate the number of accessible and van accessible disabled
parking spaces that must be provided, along with certain dimensions for van accessible spots.
Any municipality, county, or metropolitan government may establish a special unit to enforce disabled
parking laws and ordinances. Any person age 21 or older, regardless of disability status, may be
appointed as a volunteer to enforce parking laws for the disabled. Members of the special enforcement
unit must wear a distinctive piece of clothing, law enforcement insignia, and a badge while on duty.
These provisions apply only in municipalities, counties, and metropolitan governments that adopt them
by a two-thirds vote. T.C.A. § 55-21-110.

Fees Prohibited For Disabled Parkers
A municipality may not charge any parking fee to a disabled vehicle with a handicapped placard or
license plate when the disabled person actually is the driver or a passenger. T.C.A. § 55-21-105.

Parking Near Fire Hydrants
A municipality may restrict parking near a fire hydrant only within 7.5 feet to 15 feet of the hydrant. The
restricted distance must be appropriately identified. T.C.A. § 55-8-160(a)(4).

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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