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Lockdown Plans

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is maintained daily by
MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to Tennessee municipal
government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions that will arise in
your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other relevant laws or regulations
should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other MTAS website
material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Lockdown Plans
Reference Number: MTAS-1929
Lockdown Plans Require Approval of the Fire Official
Many educational, mercantile, and business occupancy have established lockdown plans to address situations such as
active shooters, police situations in the vicinity of the occupancy, an unwelcome individual on the property, etc. Ideally, the
responsible parties (owners, managers, principals, directors, etc.) should develop these plans in conjunction with local
police, fire, and EMS departments.
What is required by the 2012 International Fire Code is that lockdown plans must be approved by the fire official having
jurisdiction where the occupancy is located. Most responsible parties of occupancies that develop lockdown plans are not
aware of this requirement, and many fire officials may not be aware of it, either.
What is a lockdown?
The 2012 International Fire Code defines “lockdown” as, "An emergency situation, in other than a Group I-3 occupancy
(Detention Center, Jail, Prison, Pre-Release Center), requiring that the occupants be sheltered and secured in place within a building
when normal evacuation would put occupants at risk."
It is important to understand that lockdown plans are intended to supplement approved fire safety and evacuation plans.
Lockdown plans are not stand alone to protect occupants in place of building evacuation where appropriate.
IFC Requirements for Lockdown Plans
The 2012 Edition of the International Fire Code (IFC) is the code adopted by the State of Tennessee. The following
section is quoted from the 2012 Edition of the International Fire Code and addresses lockdown plans.
SECTION 404 – FIRE SAFETY AND EVACUATION PLANS
404.1 General.
Fire safety, evacuation and lockdown plans and associated drills shall comply with the requirements of Sections 404.2
through 404.5.1.
404.3.3 Lockdown plans.
Where facilities develop a lockdown plan, the lockdown plan shall be in accordance with Sections 404.3.3.1 through
404.3.3.3.
404.3.3.1 Lockdown plan contents.
Lockdown plans shall be approved by the fire code official and shall include the following:
• Initiation. The plan shall include instructions for reporting an emergency that requires a lockdown.
• Accountability. The plan shall include accountability procedures for staff to report the presence or absence of occupants.
• Recall. The plan shall include a prearranged signal for returning to normal activity.
• Communication and coordination. The plan shall include an approved means of two-way communication between a central location and each secured area.
404.3.3.2 Training frequency.
The training frequency shall be included in the lockdown plan. The lockdown drills shall not substitute for any of the fire
and evacuation drills required in Section 405.2.
404.3.3.3 Lockdown notification.
The method of notifying building occupants of a lockdown shall be included in the plan. The method of notification shall be
separate and distinct from the fire alarm signal.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific sets of facts. The laws
referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be applicable to your city or circumstances. Always
consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on information contained in this website.
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