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Walla Walla, Washington

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Walla Walla, Washington

Walla Walla, Washington
Reference Number: MTAS-1375

Walla Walla, Washington- Urban Forestry Management Plan
In 1982 a citizen group, calling itself ReLeaf Walla Walla, formed with the purpose of addressing Walla
Walla’s street trees and to determine what could be done to prevent the loss of so many old trees and
preserve the priceless canopy they provided. This group began to inventory all the trees in an effort to
record them and to introduce ordinances protecting street trees. The ad hoc tree committee drafted a
street tree ordinance, which was adopted by the city council in July 2000. The ordinance provided for
the creation of an Urban Forestry Advisory Commission (UFAC) with membership comprising volunteer
citizens. In addition the UFAC wrote an ordinance pertaining to heritage trees on both public and private
property. This has been an effective means for private homeowners to protect their special trees from
topping and otherwise detrimental practices. The UFAC also was given the task of producing an urban
forest management plan (UFMP) to govern the urban forest under the jurisdiction of the city of Walla
Walla. The UFMP presented the following program goals:
• Maintain, preserve, conserve, and improve existing urban canopy in Walla Walla;
• Remain a “Tree City USA”;
• Preserve and protect native, significant and historical treescapes; and
• Coordinate all construction activities related to trees with the urban forestry program.
The UFMP also contained management and maintenance recommendations that addressed the urban
forestry funding program; reduction of high risk trees and community outreach/education.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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