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May 25, 2020

Chattanooga, Tennessee

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Chattanooga Tree Maintenance
The city of Chattanooga spent more than 7,000 hours in 2002 pruning and maintaining nearly 4,500
trees. The city was on a mission to add technology to Chattanooga’s tree maintenance process as part
of an effort to document maintenance costs for the city’s urban forest. They are now using GPS and
GIS to map tree locations and track the size and type of every tree along Chattanooga’s city streets
and downtown parks.
It took four months to inventory the trees in Chattanooga’s expanded central business district, an area
that covers about 200 square blocks. Members of the city forester’s team hiked through downtown
carrying backpack GPS units, entering data on each tree’s location, species and size of the planting pit.
They also noted whether or not the tree was irrigated. Since the data was collected, the Chattanooga
Urban Forestry Division created five categories based on the tree diameter and assigned each tree to
its appropriate category. Classifying the trees in this way helped determine the number of pruning hours
required to maintain them.
In addition to maintenance projections, the GIS tree inventory map helps the city in other ways.
Because the map has the power of a database behind it, Urban Forestry personnel can query by tree
height, condition, pests, maintenance needs — whatever information is in the database. For example,
overloading on one tree species could be disastrous should a pathogen, insect or disease attack that
species, so experts suggest that cities have no more than 5 percent of one species in their overall mix.
(Source: J. Brown, Saving the Urban Forest, Government Technology, 9/23/2003.)

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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