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Recreation Grants

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Recreation Grants

Recreation Grants
Reference Number: MTAS-218
T.C.A. §§ 11-9-201, et seq., establish a program of matching recreation grants to cities and counties.
Grants are for a three-year period and must be used to hire a recreation director, establish a recreation
office, and hire other needed personnel. In the first two years, the community must match up to $50,000
from the state. In the third year, the community must fund the program completely or repay the state.
Grants are awarded annually, with one award generally made in each grand division. Multi-government
proposals have priority.

Park Acquisition Grants
T.C.A. § 67-4-409(a) and (i) impose a real estate transfer tax of 37 cents per $100 and earmark
revenues from 1.75 cents to create a local parks acquisition fund. The fund provides matching grants to
purchase land for parks, natural areas, and greenways and for capital projects in those areas. Grant
funds may be matched with land not previously used for park purposes, rather than money. Up to 3.5
percent may be deducted from the fund to cover administrative expenses. The environment and
conservation and agriculture commissioners and the Wildlife Resources Agency director promulgate
regulations, set priorities, and approve each grant.
The Department of Environment and Conservation also manages procedures for awarding federal
grants from the Natural Resources Trust Fund. T.C.A. §§ 11-14-301–307.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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