Published on MTAS (https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu)

July 05, 2020

PEG Channels

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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PEG Channels
Reference Number: MTAS-1400
When a cable service provider applies for a state-issued certificate to serve a city, the city must notify
the state of the number of any public, educational, and government access channels (PEG channels)
that are in use or have yet to be activated under any existing franchise agreement. In addition, the city’s
notice must include the terms under which such PEG channels are provided under the existing
agreement. This information is required to be filed with the Tennessee Public Utility Commission by the
city, even if the application is not filed by the incumbent provider. Within 90 days of providing cable
services, the holder of a state-issued certificate must provide the same number of PEG channels, under
the same terms, as the number the city has activated with the incumbent provider.
The number of PEG channels a city is entitled to receive is the number provided under the existing
franchise agreement on January 1, 2008, even if the agreement expires or is terminated for a
state-issued certificate. Cities receiving no PEG channels under an existing franchise agreement may
make a written request that PEG channel access be provided by the cable company serving the area,
and the company must provide access based on population of the area served. Up to three PEG
channels must be provided to a city with 50,000 or more households; up to two PEG channels for a city
having fewer than 50,000 but more than 25,000 households; and, one PEG channel for a city with fewer
than 25,000 households. The cities and counties served in the area shall determine how the PEG
channels will be shared by the local governments.
The operation and content of programming for PEG channels is the responsibility of the local
governments. Holders of state-issued certificates of franchise authority must transmit PEG channels by
either interconnection or transmission of the signal from each PEG channel programmer’s origination
point. State-authorized PEG access support fees are available to cities in amounts not to exceed 1
percent of gross revenues. Incumbent agreements requiring PEG support fees will remain in effect.
Local governments not receiving PEG access support fees under existing franchise agreements may
adopt an ordinance or resolution requiring the holder of a state-issued certificate to make PEG support
payments to the county or city. However, the PEG access support fees, combined with the franchise
fees, may not exceed 5 percent of gross revenues.
Incumbent cable service providers that provide free cable service to schools or government offices in a
city or county must continue to provide free service to those areas until the termination date of the
existing agreement. The city or county must provide a listing to the cable company of locations at which
free service is provided. Any other cable or video service provider or holder of a state-issued certificate
that serves the same area must provide free service to the same locations.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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