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Work with Tennessee Municipal League

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is maintained daily by
MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to Tennessee municipal
government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions that will arise in
your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other relevant laws or regulations
should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other MTAS website
material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Work with Tennessee Municipal League
Reference Number: MTAS-990
City officials should work with the Tennessee Municipal League (TML) to stay abreast of legislative happenings. The
league is the eyes, ears, and voice of cities on Capitol Hill. City officials should inform the league as early as possible of
the need for legislation or the city’s intent to have legislation introduced. This same advice holds true for other
organizations that want to have legislation affecting cities adopted.
Many awkward situations and much embarrassment can be avoided simply by informing the league of proposed
legislation. Following are examples of what can happen when cities don’t coordinate efforts with TML.
The league drafted a general bill amending a particular section in T.C.A. A city had a bill drafted and introduced that
amended the same section in its entirety. The league’s bill passed, and the city’s bill passed afterwards. Since the
league’s bill amended only part of the section and the city’s bill amended the whole section, the city’s bill wiped out the
amendment affected by the league’s bill. The league had to draft and gain passage of similar legislation during the next
legislative session. This embarrassing incident could have been avoided by one phone call from the city to the league.
In a similar situation, an organization that works for cities had legislation drafted and introduced, but did not inform the
league. The legislation died, partly because the league had not lobbied for it. Fortunately, there was a similar legislation
pending in a committee. After a plea for help from the organization and a great deal of effort, the league was able to aid
the organization in passing that legislation.
So, it is extremely important to follow this rule: Inform TML of legislation your city needs or intend to have introduced.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific sets of facts. The laws
referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be applicable to your city or circumstances. Always
consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on information contained in this website.
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