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Residential Inspection Resources

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Residential Inspection Resources

Residential Inspection Resources
Reference Number: MTAS-1182
The Get Alarmed, TN! program has been very successful in reducing residential fire fatalities, and a
smoke alarm inspection/installation program should be part of every community's residential inspection
program and focused fire prevention efforts. From 2011-2014, reported structure fires decreased by
20.6% and fire fatalities decreased by 25.7%. Here is the link to the Get Alarmed, TN! smoke alarm
program: https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/prevention-education-and-outreach/get-alarmed-tn.html [1]
Link to Public Chapter 529: https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/legal/
legal_legislative_report_2016.pdf [2]
Link to Department of Commerce and Insurance Residential Building Codes Enforcement:
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/sections-programs/fire-electrical-residential-and-marina.html

[3]

Link to residential permit FAQs: https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/residential-permits.html [4]
Link to Department of Commerce and Insurance Codes Enforcement Section: https://www.tn.gov/
commerce/fire/codes-enforcement.html [5]
Link to residential fire rate map: http://arcg.is/2emxuGY [6]
Fire Fatalities and Mortality Rate In Tennessee: https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/
prevention-education-and-outreach/fire-fatalities-and-mortality-rate-in-tn.html [7]
Link to the Tennessee Fire Mortality Study: http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/fire-fatalities-mortality-rate-in-tn
[8]

Link to Tennessee 2002-2010 Fire Mortality Study Map: http://ctasgis02.psur.utk.edu/TNFireMortality/ [9]

Links:
[1] https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/prevention-education-and-outreach/get-alarmed-tn.html
[2] https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/legal/legal_legislative_report_2016.pdf
[3] https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/sections-programs/
fire-electrical-residential-and-marina.html
[4] https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/residential-permits.html
[5] https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/codes-enforcement.html
[6] http://arcg.is/2emxuGY
[7] https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire/prevention-education-and-outreach/
fire-fatalities-and-mortality-rate-in-tn.html
[8] http://www.tnfirechiefs.com/fire-fatalities-mortality-rate-in-tn
[9] http://ctasgis02.psur.utk.edu/TNFireMortality/
DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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