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Rejecting Specific Amendments

Rejecting Specific Amendments
Reference Number: MTAS-1772
If a city decides not to adopt a certain published amendment, and amendments to building codes are
not adopted administratively by the building official, it must reject the amendment by at least a
two-thirds vote of the total membership of the governing body. [14] This must be done every time a new
amendment is published to the code. Each amendment rejected must be identified by "date and
source." [15] The ICC and other organizations, when publishing building codes or amendments, specify
the date of the code or amendment by year, e.g. "2012 edition with 2014 revisions." The "source" is the
particular code being adopted.
The statute does not specify that rejection of amendments must be by written instrument. However, a
written resolution is an effective way to keep a record of the votes on each amendment considered and
what action was taken on each. See Sample 3, "Resolution rejecting specific amendments to building
codes." [1] If the rejection is not by written instrument, the meeting minutes should contain an accurate
reference to the specific amendment considered and either a roll call vote or a notation that the vote to
reject was effected by at least a two-thirds majority of the total membership of the board.
[14] T.C.A. § 6-54-502(b).
[15] Id.

Links:
[1] https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/reference/sample-resolution-rejecting-amendments
DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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