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Inspectors

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Inspectors

Certification of Building, Fire, Mechanical, and Plumbing Inspectors
Since June 30, 1995, all existing municipal and county inspectors in Tennessee have had to be certified
by the state fire marshal before enforcing building and fire codes. Any inspector hired after July 1, 1994,
has 12 months from the date of employment to receive certification, which is valid for three years.
Exemptions apply to people who are:

• 60 years old and have been continuously employed as a building inspector for seven years; or
• 50 years old and have been employed as a building inspector for one year and were licensed

by the state as an electrical, plumbing, or heating/air conditioning contractor before July
1,1993.

The state fire marshal sets the certification standards, but he or she must accept certification from the
Southern Building Code Congress International, the International Code Council, and the National Fire
Protection Association as satisfying standards. The fire marshal is to provide training courses, issue
identification cards, and revoke certification of inspectors who fail to enforce codes properly. T.C.A. §
68-120-113.
Municipal plumbing and mechanical inspectors must also be certified in a manner similar to building and
fire inspectors. T.C.A. § 68-120-118.

Shared Inspectors
T.C.A. § 6-54-116 applies to cities with populations of less than 25,000 and provides that two or more
municipalities may engage jointly one building inspector and to make an agreement specifying how
such inspector shall be paid for his services and how his time or services shall be allocated to the
respective municipalities. T.C.A. § 68-102-107 allows certified building and fire safety inspectors to
perform inspections for local governments other than the one by which they are employed.

Residential Rental Registration and Inspection
T.C.A. § 66-28-107 requires landlords of one or more dwelling units in Nashville to register with the
codes department. T.C.A. § 6-54-511 appears to place restrictions on inspections of residential rental
properties in Davidson and Shelby counties and in Oak Ridge and Goodlettsville. T.C.A. §§ 13-21-301,
et seq., however, enact residential rental inspection provisions for Nashville, Oak Ridge, East Ridge,
and Goodlettsville that are supplemental to other authority these municipalities might have.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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