Kids

and |

spray paint...

ounds like a bad idea, but i

it doesn’t necessarily spell

trouble, especially if it’s part
of a storm drain stenciling project.
Volunteers in more than 100 Wis-
consin communities have participated
in programs to stencil “Dump no Waste
Drains 1o Lake (or Stream)” on more than
6,000 storm drain inlets.

The Water Action Volunteers (WAV),
sponsored by UW-Extension and DNR,
has released summary results of a 1998
Madison survey conducted to determine
whether stenciled messages influenced
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the web.

standing of storm
water issues. The
survey looked at
two neighborhoods;
one had been sten-
ciled and one had
not.

“Stenciling activ-
ities do seem to in-
crease recognition
ol one particular
fact,” notes WAV
Coordinator Pam

Packer. “People have an increased awareness
that storm drains discharge to nearby
waterways.” Of the people who had seen
the message, 71 percent said they knew that
storm drains lead directly 10 a waterway,
while only 40 percent of those who had
not seen the message knew that fact.
Interestingly, survey results show that
the message on the curb raised awareness

of storm drains in a broader area than just
the intended neighborhood. All respon-
dents had dilliculty remembering the spe-
cific location of the stenciled message,
although most reported that they had seen
it near their home. In fact, 67 percent of
residents in the unstenciled neighborhood
reported seeing the message near their
homes, despite the absence of stenciled
messages in Lheir area.

While stenciling raises people’s aware-
ness, does it contribute to behavior changes?

“The survey resulis aren’t clear on that
point,” says Packer, “but the message can
enhance other storm water education pro-
grams and reinforce people already using
environmentally friendly practices.

“The volunteer groups also benefit from
annual stenciling campaigns,” notes Packer,
“and gain a sense of community involve-
ment while contributing to environmental
protection.”

For copies of the survey summary or
more information about the survey, storm
drain stenciling projects and other WAV
programs, contact Pam Packer (ppacker
@lacstall.wisc.edu, 608/264-8949) or visil
WAV on the web:

http://clean-water.uwex.edu/wav
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Conservation on the land
internships

College student interns help NRCS
and LCD staff with CRP projects,
nutrient management plans, wildlife
plantings and other field work. Interns
receive college credit and/or tuition
scholarships for their summer work.
A handbook with complete information
about timelines, position descriptions
and hiring procedures for Summer
2000 will be available in March. For
more information contact Pat Murphy,
NRCS, 608/276-8732 ext 258, or Kevin
Erb, UWEX, 920/391-4610.

Conservation standards
available online

The Wisconsin Standards Oversight
Council has recently revised a number
of standards, including pond sealing or
lining, wetland restoration,

g Sudes ff
manure transfer, and heavy E
use area protection. All
NRCS technical standards ==

and drawings are now available from
the Wisconsin NRCS website:

www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/tech.html

well decommissioning,

Adpvice for shoreland
property owners

Wisconsin law places certain
restrictions on changes to shoreland
areas. Counties adopt these standards
and sometimes pass more restrictive
standards. Landowners can learn
about their county's shoreland zoning
laws at:
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/
wm/dsfm/shore/county2.htm

In April, DNR ’
will have a o7 '
publication
with specific
information
about all
county shore-
land zoning ordi-
nances. For more
information contact _
Carmen Wagner, >
608/266-0061 =3




NONPOINT HEARINGS i

DNR informational
meetings at 12:00 and
5:30 p.my., hearings at
1130 and T:00 p.m; at:
March 13

Ullsvike Center
LIW-Platteville

March 14

Western Wiz Tech. School
Ls Crosse

March 15

p

Fitchburg Community Center -

Fitchburg

March 16

Public Library

(32 Shebaygan Street)
Fond du Lac

March 20

Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctunary
Greon Bay

March 21
Haliday Inn
Rhinelnder

March 21
Badgeriand Chvic Center
Spooner

March 11
1015 Reserve Street
LW Stevens Paint

March 22

Narthern Gireat Lakes
Visitor Center
Ashland

March 27

Rivar Falls High Schoal
River Falls

March 28

Winlkeshia VFW
Waukesha

DATCP informational

meetings at 12:30,
testimony 2:00-5:30:

March 14

Fitchburg Commmunity
Canter

Fitchburg

March IS
Michanl Fields Ag insticute
Eauz Troy

March 16

Mebville Hall (foimerly the
Administration Bullding)
UW-Richtand Center

March 21
Whitehall City Center
Whirehall

March 11
Calumet County Courtholise
Chilten

March 23
Hancock Ag Research Swtlen
Hancock

March 28
Agriculural Canter
Medford

March 19

Langhde County Fairgrounds
Multipurpose Bldg

Antigo

March 30
Barron County Courthouse
Batron

April 5

Videoconference

7-30.9:30 pm

Pyle Canter, UW-Madisor,
DINR Headiiartars,
Rhinelander; Rothwell
Student Canrer. UW-Superior

New proposals for nonpoint: a quick look

[n late January, the DNR and DATCP boards voted
to approve public hearings on new rules addressing
nonpoint source pollution. The proposed rules signal
a significant shift in Wisconsin’s approach to control-
ling polluted runoff in urban and agricultural areas.

The cornerstone of the rules are proposed state-
wide performance standards for both urban and
rural areas (including manure management prohi-
bitions). The performance standards will address
soil erosion from croplands, streambanks and shore-
lines, manure runoff [rom barnyards and feedlots,
sediment from construction sites, and polluted
stormwater runoff from transportation facilities
and developed urban areas. DNR will develop rules
for the performance standards and prohibitions,
and DATCP will develop rules to implement agri-
cultural standards.

Implementation and enforcement will occur
through local municipal or county ordinances with
DNR having backup authority. County Land and
Water Resource Management Plans will identify
strategies to implement performance standards.
Counties with demonstrated enforcement capa-
bility will receive priority for state cost-sharing.

The agricultural performance standards and
prohibitions are enforceable only if cost-sharing is
provided. Most municipalities and other non-agri-
cultural operators would be held to the standards

On the table:

regardless of whether there was state money to help
them cover some of the cost of controlling the runoff.
However, municipalities under 2,500 population
would be required to meet the standards only if the
state helped share the cost.

The proposed rules change the funding mech-
anism for local nonpoint efforts by creating a base
level of funding for both program administration
and installation of rural conservation practices and
targeted funding to both rural and urban areas.
The targeted funds would be used primarily for
conservation practices. In addition, a clearinghouse
would be established to match funding sources
from participating agencies with specific projects
to maximize funding of local and state priorities.

Both DATCP and DNR have scheduled public
hearings and informational meetings regarding the
proposed rule changes (see schedule at left).

For a copy of the DATCP rule (ATCP 50) and
more information, call 608/224-4620. Deadline for
comments is April 19.

The deadline for comments on DNR rules is
May 5. Send written comments or requests for infor-
mation to Carol Holden, DNR, WT/2, PO. Box 7921,
Madison, W1 53707, phone (608) 266-0140, FAX:
(608) 267-2800 (e-mail: holdec@dnr.state. wi.us).
For a copy of proposed DNR rules see:

www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/announce.html

Comprehensive nutrient management planning

he USDA Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service is developing technical
guidance materials for nutrient management
that take a step beyond traditional nutrient
management plans. The traditional plans
focus primarily on managing the amount
and timing of nutrient applications.

Comprehensive nutrient management
plans (CNMPs) would incorporate: animal
outputs (manure/wastewater collection,
handling, storage, treatment, transfer); evaluation
of land application sites; land application; records
of CNMP implementation; inputs to animals; and
other waste utilization activities or options.

The technical guidance document would not
establish regulatory requirements for government
programs, but would be used by NRCS stalf, local
field staff, consultants and landowners in
developing CNMPs.

Keeping Current  February, 2000
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NRCS is also
developing tools
that will help
build capacity for
CNMP develop-
ment, including
software for nu-
trient manage-
ment planning
and animal waste
management, training in development of CNMPs,
guidance for state certification programs, and sample
CNMPs animal types and regions.

For more information contact Obie Ashford
(301/504-2197, obie.ashford@usda.gov). The fed-
eral register version of the draft guidance document
is available at:

A i A VAo

http:/lwww.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/PROGRAMS/
ahcwpd/ahCNMP.html
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