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TITLE 18

WATER AND SEWERS1

CHAPTER
1. SUPPLEMENTARY SEWER REGULATIONS.
2. REGULATION OF SEWER USE.
3. WATER SERVICE CONNECTION REGULATIONS.
4. CROSS CONNECTIONS, AUXILIARY INTAKES, ETC.
5. WATER AND SEWERS.
6. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE.

CHAPTER 1

SUPPLEMENTARY SEWER REGULATIONS

SECTION
18-101. Miscellaneous.
18-102. Protection from damage.
18-103. Penalties.

18-101. Miscellaneous.  (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to place,
deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private
property within the City of Lawrenceburg, or in any area under the jurisdiction
of said city, any human or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable
waste.
 (2) It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the
City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said
city, any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable treatment has
been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this chapter.

1Municipal code references
Building, utility and housing codes:  title 12.
Refuse disposal:  title 17.

Ord. #943, July 2001, § 1 states:
"The Board of Mayor and Council of the City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,

pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 7-52-111, do hereby
transfer to and confer upon the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities the
jurisdiction over the City of Lawrenceburg's water department, sewage
department and gas department, and does hereby transfer the responsibility for
supervision and administration of the City of Lawrenceburg's water, sewer and
gas departments to the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities of the City of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee."
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(3) Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or
maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended
or used for the disposal of sewage.  (1999 Code, § 18-202, modified)

18-102. Protection from damage.  No unauthorized person shall
maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface, or
tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the
sewage works.  Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate
arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.  (1999 Code, § 18-206)

18-103. Penalties.  (1) Any person found to be violating any provision
of this chapter except § 18-102 shall be served by the Lawrenceburg Public
Utility Systems with a written notice stating the nature of the violation and
providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The
offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently
cease all violations.

(2)  Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit
provided for in the preceding subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
on conviction thereof may be fined in the amount not exceeding state limits for
each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be
deemed a separate offense.

(3) Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall
become liable to the Lawrenceburg Public Utility Systems for any expense, loss,
or damage occasioned the Lawrenceburg Public Utility Systems by reason of
such violation. (1999 Code, § 18-208, modified)
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CHAPTER 2

REGULATION OF SEWER USE1

SECTION
18-201. Wastewater discharge.

18-201. Wastewater discharge.  (1)  It shall be unlawful for any
nondomestic user located outside the city limits to discharge or continue to
discharge to the POTW except as provided in this section. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for a significant industrial user to discharge
wastewater, either directly or indirectly into the city's sanitary sewer system
without first obtaining an industrial user permit from the Lawrenceburg Public
Utility Systems.   (1999 Code, § 18-307, modified)

1Ord. #943, July 2001, § 1 states:
"The Board of Mayor and Council of the City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,

pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 7-52-111, do hereby
transfer to and confer upon the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities the
jurisdiction over the City of Lawrenceburg's water department, sewage
department and gas department, and does hereby transfer the responsibility for
supervision and administration of the City of Lawrenceburg's water, sewer and
gas departments to the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities of the City of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee."
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CHAPTER 3

WATER SERVICE CONNECTION REGULATIONS1

SECTION
18-301. General provisions.

18-301. General provisions.   A patron shall not have water utilities
services furnished and water therefor measured through one meter only to
furnish such water utilities service to more than one principal building or
structure including necessary and usual customary detached garage or other
out-buildings and other facilities including outside water hydrant, swimming
pool and the like, on the same or adjacent premises.  If any patron is or
hereafter may secure water utilities services and have the water measured
through one meter to furnish water to more than one such principal building or
structure with garage, out-buildings and other facilities as aforesaid, on the
same or adjacent premises, the Lawrenceburg Public Utility Systems is
authorized and directed to, upon giving ten (10) days written notice to such
patron thereof with request to make other necessary water service connections
and pay the fees or charges therefor as provided under this chapter, and upon
the failure, neglect or refusal of such patron to make such other water service
connections and pay the fees or charges therefor, to disconnect such water
utilities services of such patron and discontinue water utilities services to such
patron, including, if necessary the removal of the water meter.  Thereafter water
utilities service shall not be reconnected and such patron be furnished water
utilities service until such additional water service connection or connections are
made, and the proper fees or charges therefor paid, and the patron also pays the
fees for reconnection as provided under other applicable regulations of the
Lawrenceburg Public Utility Systems.  And it is hereby declared to be unlawful
for any patron to violate the provisions of this subsection, and upon conviction,
the patron as the offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined
an amount not exceeding state authorized limits for each violation.  Each day

1Ord. #943, July 2001, § 1 states:
"The Board of Mayor and Council of the City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,

pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 7-52-111, do hereby
transfer to and confer upon the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities the
jurisdiction over the City of Lawrenceburg's water department, sewage
department and gas department, and does hereby transfer the responsibility for
supervision and administration of the City of Lawrenceburg's water, sewer and
gas departments to the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities of the City of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee."
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in which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense. 
(1999 Code, § 18-602, modified)
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CHAPTER 4

CROSS CONNECTIONS, AUXILIARY INTAKES, ETC.1

SECTION 
18-401. Construction, operation, and supervision.
18-402. Violations.

18-401. Construction, operation, and supervision.  It shall be
unlawful for any person to cause a cross connection, auxiliary intake, bypass, or
interconnection to be made, or allow one to exist for any purpose whatsoever,
unless the construction and operation of same have been approved by the
Tennessee Department of Health and the operation of such cross connection,
auxiliary intake, bypass or interconnection is at all times under the direct
supervision of the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities.  (1999 Code, § 18-703,
modified)

18-402. Violations. Anyone violating this chapter shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined an amount not exceeding state
authorized limits for each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall
continue shall be deemed a separate offense.

1Municipal code references
Plumbing code:  title 12.
Water and sewer system administration:  title 18.
Wastewater treatment:  title 18.

Ord. #943, July 2001, § 1 states:
"The Board of Mayor and Council of the City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,

pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 7-52-111, do hereby
transfer to and confer upon the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities the
jurisdiction over the City of Lawrenceburg's water department, sewage
department and gas department, and does hereby transfer the responsibility for
supervision and administration of the City of Lawrenceburg's water, sewer and
gas departments to the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities of the City of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee."
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CHAPTER 5

WATER AND SEWERS1

SECTION
18-501. Water meters.
18-502. Raw water supply protection.

18-501. Water meters.  It shall be unlawful for any person to tamper
with the water meters of the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities; to remove
the lid or top from a meter box; to change or alter any meter in any way so that
it will not properly register the amount of water used; or to tamper with a water
meter in any way after it has registered the amount of water used, or in any way
make the meter show an incorrect amount.  Provided, that the above shall not
apply to utility employees performing their duty.

Anyone violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction shall be fined an amount not exceeding state authorized limits for
each violation.   (1999 Code, § 18-801, modified)

18-502. Raw water supply protection.  (1)  It shall be unlawful for
any person or persons to swim, bathe, dive, or to commit any other acts which
may cause a disturbance of the silt in the creek, in that portion of Shoal Creek
between the weir or dam across said creek at the raw water in-take for the
water system of the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities, and a point about
one hundred seventy-five (175) feet eastwardly of same; and such acts are
hereby prohibited.

(2) It shall also be unlawful for any person, persons, firm or
corporation, to dump or throw, or cause to be dumped or thrown, into said Shoal
Creek and its tributaries above the weir or dam across said creek at the water
in-take for the water system of the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities, any
refuse, garbage, raw sewage, dead animals, or any other matter or items which
may contaminate said creek or the water in same; and such acts are hereby
prohibited.

1Ord. #943, July 2001, § 1 states:
"The Board of Mayor and Council of the City of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,

pursuant to the provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, § 7-52-111, do hereby
transfer to and confer upon the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities the
jurisdiction over the City of Lawrenceburg's water department, sewage
department and gas department, and does hereby transfer the responsibility for
supervision and administration of the City of Lawrenceburg's water, sewer and
gas departments to the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities of the City of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee."
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(3) The violation of any of the provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of
this section shall be a misdemeanor, and upon conviction the offender shall be
punished by an amount not exceeding state authorized limits for each violation;
provided, that if the offender be a minor under the age of eighteen (18) years,
any policeman of the City of Lawrenceburg is empowered and authorized to take
into custody such minor offender and take him or her before the Juvenile Judge
of said County of Lawrence, to be dealt with under juvenile court procedure, and
if such offender be past eighteen (18) years of age, to cite such offender to city
court for proper action under the laws of Tennessee, and the ordinances of the
City of Lawrenceburg.

(4) It is hereby declared that the object and purpose of this chapter is
to protect the water supply of the City of Lawrenceburg, and the health, peace
and comfort of the citizens of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, and other users of
water from the water system of the Lawrenceburg Board of Public Utilities. 
(1999 Code, § 18-805, modified)
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CHAPTER 6

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

SECTION
18-601. Purpose. 
18-602. Method.
18-603. Technical guidelines.
18-604. Submittal requirements.
18-605. Validity.
18-606. Ordinance in force.

18-601. Purpose.  To provide a site specific approach to storm water
management considering the effects of proposed land development and the
defined uses of the down stream property. The approaches utilized to control
runoff will be examined on a case-by-case basis with consideration for public
safety and welfare. The designs utilized will be selected with consideration for
protection of property and quality of runoff to promote the overall good of the
community both now and in the future. In all cases structures will have their
finished floors located a minimum of one foot above the 100-year flood elevation
as defined by the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA).  (as
added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005)

18-602. Method.  The accepted method of quantifying changes in runoff
has been selected to provide a simple yet effective means of estimating the
impact of development on a site. The excess runoff created by the proposed
development will be compared to the predevelopment runoff by means of the
following calculations. Should disturbed areas in excess of one hundred (100)
acres be encountered the method of quantifying runoff will be subject to review
and approval by the city.

(1) Rational method.  The method utilizes a worst-case condition at the
point of discharge during a design storm of fixed intensity. The formula for
quantifying runoff utilizing the rational formula is given as:

Q= CIA where:

Q= quantity of runoff in cubic feet per second.
C= coefficient of runoff dimensionless.
 I= rainfall intensity in inches per hour for a given storm event
A= size of the disturbed area in acres.

(a) Runoff coefficient.  The runoff coefficient will vary depending
on the slope and surface materials for the site. A weighted coefficient can
be obtained for predevelopment and post development conditions by
selecting values from Table 1 and averaging them according to the size
of contribution in the disturbed area.
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(b) Rainfall intensity.  The rainfall intensity is derived by
calculating the time of concentration. Time of concentration is the time
it takes runoff water to reach the downstream point of discharge in the
disturbed area from the farthest point upstream in the disturbed area
The method for calculating this time in minutes is given by Figure 11. In
no case will time of concentration be less than five (5) minutes Once a
time of concentration has been determined the rainfall intensity can be
selected from the chosen storm event curve. Rainfall intensity curves are
shown in Figure 2.

(c) Area.  This is the disturbed area in acres. It will be the same
value for both the predevelopment and post development conditions.  (as
added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005)

18-603. Technical guidelines.  (1)  Drainage system. The city consists
of four main drainage basins that have different degrees of runoff sensitivity
depending on the current or proposed land use. The design storm interval for
runoff in each basin is defined as follows for purposes of runoff calculations:

Drainage basin 1 10-year storm event
Drainage basin 2 10-year storm event
Drainage basin 3 10-year storm event
Drainage basin 4 25-year storm event

The definition of these drainage basins is shown in Figure 3. The drainage
system within a drainage basin is made up of major and minor components
defined as follows:

(a) Major drainage components.  Drainage components with
fifty (50) cubic feet per second or greater capacity are considered major
and will be designed to pass a 100-year storm event. Development is
encouraged to utilize natural drainage as major components wherever
possible to prevent the disturbance of existing runoff patterns.

(b) Minor drainage components.  Minor drainage components
are those with a capacity of less than fifty (50) cubic feet per second.
These components will be designed to pass a 10-year storm including an
overflow design in the event of failure to be diverted to the major
drainage system with no damage to property.
(2) Design storm.  All storm events utilized for design are based on the

National Weather Service records for Nashville, Tennessee for a 24-hour rain
event (see Figure 2). The design frequency interval utilized will vary depending
on the function and location of the drainage: component as defined elsewhere in
this ordinance.

(3) Retention/detention ponds.  The use of drainage ponds is
encouraged where excessive runoffs from newly developed property threaten the

1Figures are included at the end of this chapter.
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capacity of downstream drainage structures Ponds are designed to delay runoff
until sufficient time has elapsed to provide the needed capacity to pass the
design storm downstream. Utilization of the retention/detention pond as a storm
water control feature is subject to the following rules and regulations.

(a) Residential, commercial or industrial site developers are
responsible for the overall development of site detention/retention.
Detention/retention improvements must be completed or the developer
must post a performance bond or a letter of credit approved by the
Lawrenceburg Regional Planning Commission before the developer can
transfer ownership

(b) Sites wit a developed increase of less than ten (10) percent,
not exceeding ten (10) cubic feet per second total runoff are not required
to have detention/detention ponds as a storm water control feature.

(c) Sites with direct discharge to a USGS blueline stream are
not required to have detention/retention ponds as a storm water control
feature.

(d) Detention/retention ponds will have a warranty period of one
(1) year from date of completion and successful operation.

(e) Detention/retention outlet structures will be designed to
provide water polishing in cases where potential pollutants may be
discharged.

(f) Detention/retention ponds will be provided with spillway
structures sized to pass the 100-year storm event.

(g) All detention/retention ponds will have an outlet structure
that is designed to accommodate downstream flow without increased
erosion.

(h) If the drainage way downstream of the point of discharge a
distance of one tenth of the longest reach of the developed property is
shown to have a capacity for the increased runoff then the site is not
required to have detention/retention pond as a storm water control
feature.

(i) Modifications to detention/retention ponds will require
design calculations by a design professional to verify proper performance
under this ordinance and approval by the Lawrenceburg Regional
Planning Commission.
(4) Offsite improvements.  Existing offsite drainage system

improvements rnay be utilized to accommodate increases in runoff. These
improvements are subject to the written approval of the affected property owner
and the city.

(5) Exemptions.  The following sites are exempt from the conditions of
this ordinance:

(a) Sites with less than one half (1/2) acre of disturbed area.
(b) Single lot residential sites.
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(6) Voluntary drainage improvement.  Sites that voluntarily provide
additional capacity for storm water runoff improvements within the corporate
limits may be eligible for monetary relief. All relief is subject to a
recommendation by the Lawrenceburg Regional Planning Commission to the
Lawrenceburg Board of Mayor and Council for approval on a case-by-case basis.

(7) Maintenance. Drainage ways and structures, including
detention/retention ponds, will be contained within permanent easements for
maintenance access. The property owner will have the responsibility of
maintaining all drainage system components contained within the site. For
residential sites within the corporate limits, the property owner has the option
of deeding drainage easements to the city after one year of successful operation.
Transfer of ownership will relieve the property owner of all responsibilities
pertaining to the drainage system including maintenance.

(8) Drainage structures under public roads.  Culverts are to be sized
to pass the specified storm without overtopping the roadway. The design storm
event will be as follows for all minor drainage components.

(a) Minor Residential Streets - 10-year storm;
(b) Collector Streets - 25-year storm;
(c) Arterial Streets - 50-year storm.

A drainage easement will be required to accommodate backwater created
during the 100-year storm in the above listed conditions.

(9) Open channel drainage structures.  (a)  Ditches lined with grass
are to have a maximum side slope of 3: 1 to allow proper maintenance.

(b) Ditches will be lined according to the velocity of the water
conveyed as follows:

Grass 0-4 fps;
Riprap 4-8 fps;
Concrete >8 fps.  (as added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005, and

amended by Ord. #1091, March 2012)

18-604. Submittal requirements.  (1)  Other Sources. All information
requested by the city subdivision regulations.

(2) Hydrologic and hydraulic calculations.  All calculations shall be
submitted by a state approved design professional and organized in such a
manner that each submittal shall contain:

(a) A drainage map with contours clearly outlining all pertinent
drainage areas.

(b) The acreage of each drainage area
(c) Pre-development and post-development runoff coefficients

(show calculations).
(d) Pre-development and post-development time of

concentrations (show calculations) corresponding rainfall intensities or
amounts.

(e) Predevelopment and post development peak flows. 
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(f) Detention calculations with emergency spillway calculations.
(g) Hydraulic calculations (submit copies of drainage charts

showing results if nomographs are used) for each proposed drainage
structure and/or open channel and for each immediate downstream
structure.

(h) Invert and over-topping elevations on all previously
mentioned culverts.

(i) Lowest Floor Elevation (LFE) for each building adjacent to
a major drainage system (submit open channel flow calculations
justifying LFE's).

(j) Lowest floor elevation for each building adjacent to a
designated floodplain area (submit flood map and flood profile map with
development delineated).  (as added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005)

18-605. Validity.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict
herewith are hereby repealed. The invalidation of any section, clause, sentence,
or provision of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part of
this ordinance that can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.  (as
added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005)

18-606. Ordinance in force.  This ordinance shall take effect
immediately after its passage on second reading, the public welfare requiring it
At such time as current planned improvements are made to the major drainage
components in basin 4 the requirement for 25-year storm interval will be revised
to 10-year storm interval.  (as added by Ord. #998, Oct. 2005)
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APPENDIX A

DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of
the provisions of these regulations in addition to those terms defined in the
Ordinance, unless specifically stated otherwise:

Closed Condit - Pipes, tiles, boxes, arches or tunnels used to carry storm water
runoff.

Culverts - Pipes, tiles, boxes, arches or tunnels used to carry storm water runoff
underground to improve safety or comfort. Culverts are constructed from
concrete or corrugated metals.

Detention - A water impoundment that temporarily contains storm water runoff
to reduce the peak flow and pollutants entering the receiving waters.

Drainage - The action or method of draining storm water runoff.

Drainage area - A part of the surface of the earth that is occupied by and
provides surface water runoff into a drainage System.

Drainage basin - A drainage area or a group of drainage areas that consist of a
surface stream or a body of impounded surface water together with all tributary
surface streams and bodies of impounded surface water.

Drainage network - A combination of culverts and/or open channels used in
conjunction to conduct flowing water (usually storm water runoff) to an
adequate discharge point.

Drainage structure - Consists of a variety of components in the drainage system
ranging from culverts, catch basins and manholes to emergency spillways.

Drainage Way - A natural or artificial watercourse, with definite or indefinite
boundaries to confine or conduct continuously or periodically flowing water.

Emergency spillway - Usually a concrete structure used to safely discharge
temporarily stored storm water runoff over a berm or dam into a receiving
channel.

Invert elevation - The elevation of the bottom of a culvert at the opening, "Invert
In" is the upstream invert elevation, and "Invert Out" is the downstream invert
elevation of a culvert.
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Lowest floor elevation - The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including
basement). An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking
of vehicles, building access, or storage and in an area other than the basement
area, is not considered a building's lowest floor.

Nomograph - A chart used to graphically determine engineering design values. 
Nomographs are commonly used to size culverts, predict time-of-concentrations,
and to estimate peak flows.

One hundred-year design flow - The peak flow of storm water runoff that is
produced by the precipitation of a storm that has a one percent (1%) probability
of occurring any given year.

One hundred-year flood elevation - For the City of Lawrenceburg, this is the
highest floodwater elevation as a result of the one hundred-year design flow at
each point along the major storm drainage system.

Oven channel - A storm water runoff conduit flowing by the forces of gravity.
Open channels consist of rivers, creeks, swales or depressions, roadway gutters
and possibly culverts.

Over-topping elevation - The elevation where storm water runoff first crosses a
road, berm, dam or emergency spillway.

Peak Flows - The highest volume of storm water runoff over a constant time
interval to pass through a known location, usually measured in cubic feet per
second (cfs).

Point of discharge - The downstream location at which runoff leaves the
property Post Development The site as it exists after full development has
occurred.

Pre-development - The site as it exists before any development or additional
development has taken place.

Rainfall intensities - The amount of rainfall over a specific time period, usually
measured in inches per hour (in./hr.).

Retention - A Water impoundment that permanently contains water, but also
temporarily stores storm water runoff to reduce the peak flow and pollutants
entering the receiving waters. 
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Runoff - The actual amount of precipitation that does not infiltrate into the
ground or get stored naturally in depressions, and eventually reaches receiving
waters.

Runoff coefficients - A variable used in hydrology equations to predict the
amount of storm water runoff produced from a given amount of precipitation.

Site - All contiguous land and bodies of water in one ownership, graded or
proposed for grading or development as a unit, although not necessarily at One
time.

Storm frequency - A probability of a certain amount of precipitation to occur
from a storm in any given year. (i.e. 10-year storm frequency defines a storm of
having a 1/10 probability of occurring any given year; 100-year storm frequency
defines a storm of having a 1/100 probability of occurring any given year .

Storm water - A measurable amount of rainfall.

Storm water runoff - The volume of rainfall which is not absorbed or stored over
a specific time interval, usually measured in cubic feet per second (cfs).

Ten-year design flow - The peak flow of storm water runoff that is produced by
the precipitation of a storm that has a ten percent (10%) probability of occurring
any given year.

Time of concentration - Is estimated from the drainage areas characteristics and
description of the drainage way. It is the time required for runoff to travel from
the most remote point in the drainage area to the point in the drainage basin
that is being analyzed. The most remote point is usually the furthest point in
the drainage area from the point being analyzed.

Water impoundments - A permanent or temporary body of water with definite
limits such as lakes, ponds, detention or retention facilities.

Watershed - A drainage area or a group of drainage areas that consist of a
surface stream or a body of impounded surface water together with all tributary
surface streams and bodies of impounded surface water.
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APPENDIX B

References:

Hydrology - Research, Development and technology, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, October 1984. 

Brentwood zoning ordinance - Developed by the City of Brentwood, Tennessee
and its consultants.

Storm water management manual Volume 1, Regulations, Metropolitan
Government of Nashville and Davidson County and its consultants, July 1988.

Storm water management - Volume 2, Procedures, Metropolitan Government
of Nashville arid Davidson County and its consultants, July 1988.
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Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Table 1


