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Mutual Aid

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Mutual Aid
Reference Number: MTAS-293

Mutual Aid and Fire Protection Outside Cities
Mutual aid contracts are authorized under the Interlocal Cooperation Act. T.C.A. § 12-9-101, et seq.
This act allows counties and cities to act jointly to provide services that each may provide separately,
including fire service and law enforcement. (See also T.C.A. § 6-54-307, T.C.A. § 6-54-601–603.) An
agreement made under the Interlocal Cooperation Act that creates an intergovernmental entity must be
filed with the comptroller’s office within 90 days of execution. Joint venture entities created under this
act must file an annual statement with the comptroller indicating the parties, annual revenues and
expenses, and other information. T.C.A. § 12-9-112.
An incorporated municipality is authorized to enter into mutual aid or fire protection assistance contracts
with other cities, counties, private incorporated and industrial fire departments, utility districts that
provide fire protection, metropolitan airport authorities that provide firefighting service, or "an
organization of residents and property owners of unincorporated communities." A city may enter into
individual contracts with non-city residents or provide the service without a contract. In either event,
both the city’s and county’s legislative bodies must approve the arrangement. T.C.A. § 6-54-601–603.
Counties with a countywide fire district may mandate that all interlocal agreements contain
performance- based criteria designed to assure timely response and effective service. T.C.A. §
5-17-101.
The Mutual Aid and Emergency and Disaster Assistance Agreement Act (MAEDAAA) of 2004 (T.C.A. §
58-8-101, et seq.), authorizes municipalities to assist other governmental entities in certain occurrences
and emergencies when the requesting and responding parties do not have a mutual aid agreement.
This law acts as a state-wide mutual aid agreement for participating entities and provides for
reimbursement as required in the federal policy noted below.
Federal policy, specifically Response and Recovery Policy Number 9523.6 of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, requires municipalities, in their mutual aid agreements, to require cost
reimbursement by the entity receiving assistance in all instances if the municipality is to be reimbursed
for aid in a presidentially declared disaster. Municipalities and entities acting under the MAEDAAA of
2004 in a state of emergency are required to reimburse responding parties, or to be reimbursed if they
are a responding party, in accordance with this federal policy.

Hazardous Material and Natural Disaster Calls Outside the City
Cities incorporated under the general law city manager-commission charter (T.C.A. § 6-18-101, et seq.)
may allow their fire departments to answer hazardous materials and natural disaster calls, regardless of
where the emergency exists. T.C.A. § 6-21-703.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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