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Seattle Washington

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
865-974-0423 fax
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
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Seattle Washington - Master Street Tree Plan
The City of Seattle Street Tree Master Plan is a comprehensive three-phase study that recommends
priorities, provides a list of appropriate plantings for Seattle’s arterial streets, and explores new
concepts for street tree plantings to connect existing open spaces and green areas in the Seattle. The
Street Tree Master Plan serves as a mechanism to prioritize areas for tree plantings and identifies tree
species for planting and removal.
Phase I inventoried the location, type and condition of trees planted along all improved city streets.
From 1991 to 1992, nearly 84,000 trees were assessed for a wide range of factors, including age,
species, health, site features, planting strip width and relationship to power lines.
Phase II developed criteria for deciding priorities for planting street trees and designated arterial streets
for tree plantings. It also quantified the planting and maintenance needs of Seattle’s street trees and
created a comprehensive list of old and diseased trees for removal.
Phase III identified goals for urban forestry growth for the city of Seattle and presented new ideas to
increase the quantity and quality of green spaces within the city limits. Goals include a 13 percent
increase in Seattle’s tree canopy, to a total of 40 percent. Fresh ideas and new partnerships are now
being made among the public, private, commercial and nonprofit sectors to reach the goals for a green
Seattle.

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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