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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the MTAS website (mtas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained daily by MTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee municipal government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with municipal government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and
other relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon
the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
MTAS website material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
Municipal Technical Advisory Service
1610 University Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921-6741
865-974-0411 phone
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Nonsuit (Supplementary Procedure)
As with the jury of view procedure, the condemner may take a voluntary nonsuit prior to obtaining
possession of the defendant’s property. [67] However, if the condemner abandons the proceedings, the
court may order the condemner to pay defendants for all reasonable costs, including reasonable
attorney, appraisal, and engineering fees actually incurred because of the condemnation proceedings.
T.C.A. §§ 29-17-912 and 29-17-106. An abandonment occurs when the condemner voluntarily gives up
the intended condemnation or declines to carry the condemnation proceedings through to a conclusion.
[68]

Note:
[67] Anderson v. Smith, supra.
[68] Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County v. Denson, Docket No.
01-A-01-9005-CV-00174, 1990 WL 154646 (Tenn. Ct. App. M.S. October 17, 1990), app. denied
(January 28, 1991).

DISCLAIMER: The letters and publications written by the MTAS consultants were written based upon the law at the time and/or a specific
sets of facts. The laws referenced in the letters and publications may have changed and/or the technical advice provided may not be
applicable to your city or circumstances. Always consult with your city attorney or an MTAS consultant before taking any action based on
information contained in this website.
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