TN RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL(TREEDC)

MISSION

The mission of the council is to:  (1) Provide leadership in renewable energy and economic development by connecting technology and energy with sustainable rural economic development through a regional network of local communities that actively provide assistance, share ideas, resources and information and promote the development of renewable energy and economic development programs.

SUMMARY OF TREEDC WORK OBJECTIVES

1) Assist Tennessee cities, counties and other appropriate parties in order to coordinate renewable energy programs, promote the exchange of ideas, provide technical information, and create more awareness of renewable energy in Tennessee;

2) Assist Tennessee cities, counties and other appropriate parties in the economic development of renewable energy;

3) Serve as a clearinghouse for information to assist Tennessee communities in the development of renewable energy;

4) Educate legislators on state and national renewable energy legislation;

5) Seek, receive and distribute public and private funding for renewable energy programs;

6) Assist the state in the recruitment and development of renewable energy producers;

7) Work with the state to host future annual renewable energy conferences with an awards program to recognize excellence in renewable energy;

8) Assist the state in the implementation of the state energy and economic development plans;

9) Work closely with various private, public, academic research institutions to help improve awareness of renewable energy; and

10) Promote any program that furthers the mission statement of the Council.
BIOFUELS PROJECTS SUMMARY

1) “Statewide Biofuels Community Outreach Education Activities”: Biofuels education is necessary in order to facilitate the development of new markets and feedstock in rural Tennessee.  The Council proposes to plan, coordinate and implement grassroots biofuels education to promote rural economic development across the state.  As a part of this biofuels education program the Council proposes to develop a mobile biofuels classroom on wheels that will contain demonstrations that will show in a hands-on way how biofuels are created and distributed.  The mobile classroom shall be scheduled for widespread exposure at schools, fairs, 4-H, FFA and cooperative extension meetings to provide hands-on demonstrations and training across the state.  The system will be used to educate youth, farmers, ordinary citizens, educators, as well as city, state and local officials across the state.

 2) “Local Government Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Development Program”: Collaboration with communities on a regional basis to understand their fuel needs and develop a regional program to enhance local capacity to coordinate and build the necessary and appropriate infrastructure, logistics, and distribution systems to enable the delivery of sustainable alternative fuels to new markets in Tennessee.  The Council will work with participating local governments, transportation systems and utility companies to profile their current and past fuel usage and procurement practices for gasoline, diesel and natural gas.  The Council will collect information from participating communities on fuel use by government, police, fire departments, emergency & regular service, utilities, schools and transportation systems.  The Council will then compile regional renewable fuel market information and coordinate shared biofuel purchases and distribution.
Recap of first meeting: http://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/TREEDC/newsletter_article.pdf
http://www.irecusa.org/index.php?id=68&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=1252&cHash=c7aceaae03
http://biofuelsdigest.com/blog2/2009/06/12/tennessee-to-create-community-network-to-track-energy-needs-distribute-biodiesel-technology/
