Tennessee Energy Renewable and Economic Development Council

June 10, 2009 | Fall Creek Falls State Park | 10:00 a.m. CST-
AGENDA & NOTES
Introductions: Pikeville Mayor Greg Johnson –Welcome and Introductions

1. University of Tennessee President Emeritus Dr. Joe Johnson

Dr. Johnson encouraged joint partnerships and ventures using colleges and universities and state partners such as: Oak Ridge, TVA, and State of TN, UT extention-4-H, FFA, Farm Bureau, CTAS and MTAS. All of these people have a vested interest in renewable resources and educating Tennessee.  Johnson said “cause something to happen and remember to celebrate your victory!”  He commended the council’s organization, leading energy organizations, and the State of TN and explained it will be a winning combination for energy initiatives of the 21st century.
2. Crossville Sustainability Energy Initiatives by Mayor J.H. Graham III
Mayor Graham played a 5-minute video of their first Energy Fair geared towards 5th graders with over 30 demonstrations and exhibits. Over 700 kids came through and many stakeholders got involved got involved from the community and around the state. Noted he would like to see this energy fair become a “best practice” noted by the Three-Star program by State of TN. Biodiesel, geothermal and other energy efficient applications were on display. They promoted recycling and energy conservation with school, also vegetable oil/brown grease to be used for biodiesel fuel.
Explained why he was motivated to get more involved in solution-based alternative energy initiatives to rising costs of city’s energy usage, noting that cities use a majority of energy, they make up 1% of land mass while using 80% -heat returning greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. It is in the cities where using energy effectively will be won or lost. Planning department of UT Knoxville to profile source, consumption, and reduction to save time, money and create new opportunities.
3. Clean Fuels Coalition and transportation funding by Jonathan Overly
East TN Clean Fuels Association- www.etcleanfuels.org. Gave criteria on federal stimulus and ARRA Block grants, FY 2009 National Diesel Emissions Reduction Program (DERA) appropriations, DOE Clean Cities “Area of Interest #4” 
Regarding the State’s biodiesel infrastructure funding ends June 30th Up to $12,000.00 per city or county, contact Terry Ellis 615-741-2994 and potential TDOT “Green Island” Public Biofuel Station Funding, contact Linda Tidwell, TDOT 615-253-2860. Tennessee Block Grants will be coming out with guidance by the end of June. 
Spoke about transportation funding, fuel diversity, and regional approaches. You can use different blends of biodiesel, but if you are using fuel, you have no options. Noted an example: McMinnville/Warren County uses B-100 to produce energy, and new truck stop in Crossville.
4. Biodiesel Recycling – Hoover/Gadsden, Alabama by Jeff Breeden, Biodiesel Logic, Inc.
Breeden explained the municipal biodiesel program for local governments and noted City of Kokomo, IN as an example for city’s fuel future. genequick@bellsouth.net.  Can help cities set up systems, train you on the equipment and help educate the community. Jug pick-ups can be the parks, libraries and grocery stores. No more employees needed for biodiesel recycling.

5. Cellulosic Ethanol – UT Switchgrass Initiative Update by Dr. Kelly Tiller, UT/Genera Energy
Institute of Agriculture and Office of Bioenergy program discussed real mandates coming down the pipeline by 2022. The biofuels initiative includes energy production, consumer/end-user, biochemical, industrial development and will be biomass refineries for communities. UT Extension Service is working with farmers to do outreach and provides assistance and research. Switchgrass to Ethanol/Coproduct Utilization: Lignin and solid residue. Biomass in rural Tennessee: aggregation, storage, seed production, transportation, pre-processing, and end-user = supply chain. Grassoline Solutions estimates 2010 first gallon of grassoline. www.utbioenergy.org
6. Biomass logistics/Transportation/Electricity – Site Dev. by Leah Berry, StrataG
We must be good stewards of time and natural resources. Areas of discussion included locations, availability, impact on process, transportation, ease of movement, production harvest storage, and handling. Partnership to transport and store in an economical way is a must. Site selections of storage: noted Memphis Delta Region-huge rail and interstate infrastructure, feedstock, biofuels, biproducts proximity, demand for consumption, opportunity to use existing agriculture equipment and processes. 

7. Solar Energy Development Opportunities by Neil Placer, TVA
www.dsiresus.org and www.gpsgenpartners.com Incentives on Green Power Switch and Generation Partners Program, ARRA, PV solar calculations were promoted. Noted Germany is the leader in PV. Placer encouraged solar panels to be used in city and county pubic areas with information promoting the program. Placer explained the life of a solar panel, disposal/recycling process, and peak time need for utilities advantage of solar.
8. Wind Energy Development Opportunities by Bill Johnson, Arcadis
Johnson explained evolution of wind energy from Chinese 2000 BC to today. Small wind systems generate 100 KW or less and large wind systems generate 1.5-3.5 megawatts. East TN is best suited for wind energy. TVA Small Wind Energy Projects Manual, noted TVA’s Buffalo Mt Wind Farm as being biggest project in TN.  Must keep in mind project sites, visual impact, prop value, wildlife impact, noise, and land use. (Grid and non-grid systems)
9. Local Government Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Development Program by Emanuel  Bailey, McBee Bailey and Associates
McBee shared mission of the TN Renewable Energy and Economic Development Council and partnership  and support of east, middle and west Clean Energy Councils, as well as the State of TN. Creating a network by understanding and tracking, connect via internet, develop a network, and get equipment to help set up programs. Asked for letters of support and need communities to participate in the program to focus on fleet equipment. Send letters to Warren Nevad, MTAS 120 Conference Center Building, Knoxville, TN 37996
10. Alternative Energy Reuse of Brownfields  by Dawn Kupferer, of the Upper Cumberland Development District
Estimated 480,000 perceived brownfields and can have the perception of being contaminated. UCDD had rec’d a grant and will be working on a two-year project in our region to work on properties to improve and clean-up for reuse.  Brownfields already have water and electricity, usually prime downtown property and can overcome liability issues. Examples of properties are old mills, mines, gas stations, clock factories and laundry mats. EPA can give seal of approval to get these used again. Example: Lakwania, N.Y

 11. Update from State of Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Karen Brown ,  Regional Development Specialist, representing Ryan Gooch, Energy Policy Director and the Three-Star Program
Recognized the council and congratulated them on their progress on behalf of the State of Tennessee and our Energy Policy Director Ryan Gooch, who wasn’t able to attend due to a commitment out of state. 
Karen shared information about the Governor’s Task Force on Energy Policy and 2009 Clean Energy Future Act that is currently being passed through the House.  She noted the recent success of job creation from Hemlock Semiconductor and Wacker Chemie in Tennessee. Both announced plans to invest over a billion dollars each here in TN to construct polycrystalline silicone plants and congratulated the key stakeholders especially officials and teams in Montgomery and Bradley counties. Other leaders, VW, Nissan and Sharp Solar help to make use a leader in clean energy economy.

Governor Bredesen has proposed using our state energy program funding to create the Volunteer State Solar Initiative, a 2-part initiative. The Governor has proposed developing a 5 megawatt solar farm demonstration project in West Tennessee and a Solar Commercialization and Development Institute at the University of Tennessee, also acknowledged the Energy Block Grants.  The State of TN will submit their plan to DOE by June 25th, 2009. 

Each county in TN focuses on continuous improvement has a five-year strategic plan through their Three-Star Program of work. We need to address our energy goals in each county’s strategic plan. Please contact your county’s Three-Star Chairman, Regional Development Specialist, and your elected officials to make sure that energy initiatives and discussions are in their long-term goals to engage city, county and chamber with energy partners. 
12. Natural Gas for Transportation Fuel: LNG AND CNG fueling by Don Younkin
Not able to attend the conference
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