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From DOE  
 

Â Network of 25 cities, national labs, DOE staff  

Â $200,000 from DOE  

Â $250,000 in technical assistance from ñTiger Teamò 
ï ORNL, FSEC, CH2MHill  

 
 

Local Match  
Â $100,000 from TVA  
Â $100,000 staff resources ï  
 City, TVA, KUB  
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Goals  
Â Build public 

understanding;  
Â Increase visibility;  
Â Strengthen market 

capacity and 
expertise;  

Â Reduce red tape;  
Â Serve as a model the 

region.  
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Solar Knoxville  
Activities  

Transit Center 
Installation  

Knox Heritage 
Installation  

Solar 101 Workshops  

Clearinghouse Website  

Zoning/Code Changes  

ñTrain the Trainersò 
Program  Installer Networking  

Inspector Training  

Educational Exhibits  



What Can  
Other Cities Do?  



Educate  

ñSolar 101ò Workshops 

ÂWork with Local Non -Profits  

Â Engage Utility & Industry  

Â Target Existing Audiences;  

 Reach Out to New Ones  

 

 

 

 

 

Not a Sales Pitch ï Just Basic 
Education, Best Practices  

 

If City canôt Host ï Help Promote!  



Demonstrate  

Knoxville Station 
Transit Center  

      City - Owned Solar  

Â Finance through ESCOs; 
Third -Party Financing  

Â Pursue Energy -Efficiency 
First  

Â Test Local Barriers, 
Educate Public  

 

 

 

 

 

Solar Can Be Affordable for Cities  
 

Lead By Example  
 



Leverage available 
funds  

ÂConvention Center Roof  
Â 28.5 kW PV through 

Performance Contract  

Â 90 kW PV planned 
through Third -Party 
Finance  

Â SWH  
Â Donated Systems 

installed by Community 
Development  



Support the 
Market  

Facilitate Networking  

ÂSee Whoôs Around ï Gauge the Experience and 
Capacity of Local Market  

Engage in Conversation  

Â Build Partnerships  

Listen to Concerns  
 

Â Installers Know the Barriers Best  

 

 

 

 

These are New Jobs, Green Jobs  
 

http://api.ning.com/files/po2J*l7MNf4A-tIrtO2Hm6zOINrpHL8FOmyJ-tkla3Y5l1OzlTT5yxMzrDO7PhoVbGu1NY*IdWc6bLJq9o878tieNciuFEgc/20091003SolarTour228.JPG


Reduce Red 
Tape  

Promote through Planning, Zoning  

Â Modify Restrictive Codes (Historic Zoning)  

Â Allow Reasonable Variances, where 
Necessary  

Train Your Inspectors, Code 
Officials  

Â Make Sure Inspections are Thorough, but  
Efficient; Know Whatôs Important for 

Safety   

Work With Utility  

Â Follow TVA Best Practices for 
Interconnection  

 

 

 

 



Why?  

Economic Development!  

Green Jobs in a Green Industry  
Â Knoxville now home to 10 NABCEP 

Certified Companies  

Regional and Federal Money 
Benefiting Local Communities  

Â Millions of Outside Funds going into 

Knoxville   
Attracts More of the Same  
Â Demonstrates City Support for Solar 

Manufacturing, Other Green Industries   

Clean Air, Energy Independence,  



Thank You!  
Jacob Tisinger  

Sustainability Coordinator  
JTisinger@cityofknoxville.org   

865 -215 -2065  

 

Lauren Steier  
Project Coordinator,  

Knoxville Solar America Cities Program  
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy  

(865) 637 -6055  ext. 15  

lauren@cleanenergy.org  

www.cleanenergy.org  

 
www.SolarKnoxville.org   

www.cityofknoxville.org/sustainability    

Susanna Sutherland  
Sustainability Project Manager  

SSutherland@cityofknoxville.org  
865 -215 -4430  

 


