June 10, 2009

Welcome, Ladies and Gentlemen, to this meeting of the Tennessee Renewable Energy Council here at the beautiful Fall Creek Falls State Park.  And thank you, Warren, for the introduction and for all the work you performed in bringing us together today to discuss some issues which I am deeply concerned about.


The Crossville Energy and Sustainability Initiative really began several years ago when I began my campaign for re-election for Mayor and I looked at the ’07 budget where:

Gasoline
Diesel
Natural Gas
Electric
Street Lights
$160,000
$50,000
   $55,000

$424,000
    $209,000

and all these expenses had near doubled in some instances from the numbers I had looked at when I first appeared on City Council in 1996.  I suspect that these energy costs have gone in the same direction in your hometown.


I decided to try to do something---the phrase “Lead by Example” came to mind.  On October 7, 2007, we took a first step in a long process---we joined with near 700 other Mayors across the U.S. to not only join the “Mayors for Climate Protection”, but to have a national conversation on Climate Action.  I learned that we must change our ways, and the issues are complex.


Well, what are the real issues?  While less than 1% of the earth’s surface is covered by cities, municipalities are responsible for 80% of the world’s heat returning greenhouse gases.  The issues are about climate change, saving on energy use, and $$$.  It is in cities that the battle to tackle the issues will be won or lost.


In February of 2008, our hometown newspaper, the Crossville Chronicle helped our “Green Committee” to announce that the Crossville Energy and Sustainability Initiative was being organized by the Mayor’s Office in partnership with the Planning Department of UT-Knoxville.  In a series of workshops that were held over the next three months, Crossville residents had the opportunity to share their views on what the community can do to help meet the challenge of global warming by reducing its consumption of fossil fuels.  The graduate students provided by U.T. worked on the “energy picture”, which is the profile of the community in terms of its source of energy, its consumption of energy, and how much could be saved through improved efficiency, increased conservation, and replacement of fossil fuels.  I liked the way they presented these facts---we could relate to them---in terms of time, money, and opportunities that need not be spent, or need not be lost.


The product of all our workshops can be found in the report of the CESI dated April 2008.  It consists of 40 pages, and 20 different projects selected for implementation---by the way, there were 52 projects presented by the 75 people involved in the workshops.  Here are a few of the projects:
1) Have the 3 Star Program give an Energy Award

2) City-side kick-off to promote city energy audit

3) Become a Cool City and adopt the policies

4) Retrofit buildings to meet LEED standards

5) Utilize a local cable channel to demonstrate awareness

6) Teach energy efficiency education through school system


On May 8, 2009, the Crossville Energy and Sustainability Fair was held---all fifth graders in our county were bused to the fair and 30 demonstrations were on exhibit.  They were focused on today’s technologies combined with common sense information that are now going to be shown to you via a DVD.


In conclusion, may I say that our nation has enjoyed more than a hundred years of inexpensive energy, a seemingly inexhaustible supply of oil reserves, and a relatively forgiving environment.  But, we can’t rely on business as usual to meet our energy needs, we must lead the way in crafting a sensible, sustainable, clean energy future.  Please join our Council, to lead by example.
